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NOTE OF EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

 

I consider it as a great honour to highlight a few salient aspects of articles contributed 

to the special issue of education entitled “Education in India: Changes and Challenges”. 

There are, here and there some scintillating process on the Sunnyside of Education.  

At the same time the authors have tortured portrayed the groomified of educational arena.  

They have not minced their words.   At the same time they have identified the frailties of 

educational policies.  Explicit opinion, frank criticism, candid treatment of the subject when 

to it of the subject dealt with are highly commendable. 

One could decipher pithy remarks of the authors.  The authors have brought to lime 

light vital on burning issues.  The articles appeal more to the intellect opening new vistas in 

education it is to be lauded. 

The initiatives and enterprise evinced by the authors should not cease merely with this 

venture of bringing out the seminary issues. There are more problems related to education to 

be addressed in proper perspectives. There is still a long path to be tread on to consequent a 

glorious and grand India. 

More countries bank on India to take the lead and show them a shiny path.  Let the 

efforts of the contributors and organizers of the event continue to cherish innovative ideas 

meliorate the existing conditions in educational context.   

On behalf of Shanlax International Journal of Education, I thank the contributors of 

the articles.  

My special appreciation goes to Dr.S. Balakrishnan and B.P. Pereira Editors of this 

Special Edition for their effort to bring out this Issue in a successful journey.  

 

  

Dr.S. Rajagoalan 

Editor-in-Chief 
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EDUCATION, WOMEN EMPOWERMENT AND SOCIETY: THE REALITIES   
 

Dr. VINEETA SINGHAL 
 National Institute of Science Communication & Information Resources (CSIR)  

Dr.K.S.Krishnan Marg, New Delhi 110012; INDIA 
 
Abstract 
 The education is the biggest 
liberating force and the rise in the levels 
of education which nourishes progressive 
outlook and the advent of 
industrialization and modernization have 
effected a sea change in the attitudes 
and thinking pattern of the people. It 
has been noted that education as such 
serves to empower women. This may be 
on the most basic level through literacy 
programmes or on more advance levels. 
Women should realize that they are not 
the isolated unproductive part of the 
society but important wheel for the 
smooth running of the society. Education 
is one of the most important means of 
empowering women with the knowledge, 
skills and self-confidence necessary to 
participate fully in the development 
process. Education is important for 
everyone, but it is especially significant 
for girls and women because education is 
an entry point to other opportunities and 
the educational achievements of women 
can have ripple effects within the family 
and across generations (Beena & Madhu, 
2012). Closing gender gap in education is 
a development priority. Equality in social 
systems is a  necessary condition for 
empowerment of women. This study aims 
to probe how members of the society 
draw on women’s education. 
 
Key Words: education, society, career, 
employment, security 
 
Introduction 

Jawaharlal Nehru said that one 
can tell the condition of the nation by 
looking at the status of women and Dr A 
P J Abdul Kalam says that empowering 
women is a prerequisite for creating a 
good nation, when women are 
empowered, society, with stability is 
assured. Empowerment of women is 
essential as their thoughts and their 

value systems, lead to the development 
of a good family, good society and 
ultimately a good nation. 

Education is an important aspect 
of growth of any society which has 
instincts of development. Women are the 
primary medium for ascent of knowledge 
among children. Education has its 
implications in over all growth of the 
society. Women are accepting changes 
and challenges and enjoying the fruits of 
technology, be it at home, kitchen or 
communication to the outside world even 
without formal education The aura of a 
woman in any work place, be it a lab or 
hospital or a production unit, 
automatically imbibes, discipline needed, 
quality expected, and responsibility 
desired for excellent output. Women's 
education therefore is an important need 
for a society like ours, where cultural, 
religious, factors hamper working. 
Educated women can make a difference 
to the society. Time has already proven 
that women have performed well in every 
sphere of life, sometimes even better 
than their male counterpart But in India, 
as in many other countries, women have 
had still to fight to be accepted as 
capable of being equal partners with men 
(Sharma, 2004). Although substantial 
gains have been made, significant 
problems still remain for women. In other 
words, the external barriers have 
virtually disappeared but the inner 
assumptions are still all around and in 
some ways they are harder to fight. 
Losing educated women is a great loss 
that has been underestimated by 
administrators  
 
Procedure 

To explore how members of the 
public draw on women’s education, a 
focus group methodology was employed. 
As a part of the project, a study was 
conducted on 250 participants working in 
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some of the major professional 
organizations engaged in educating the 
society. They are likely to significantly 
influence policy and developments in the 
area of education. Participants ranged 
from 25 to 55 years of age. A 
questionnaire of twelve questions was 
framed and e-mailed to all the 250 
participants. There were two sections in 
the questionnaire. The first section was 
concerned about the demographic 
information such as: age, qualification, 
profession, hobbies etc. The second 
section has a common series of twelve 
questions. The questions to which the 
participants responded are included in          
Table 1. 
 
Results and Discussion 

The participants chosen for the 
study ranged from 25 to 55 years of age. 
The educational qualification of the 
participants was varied from graduation 
to doctorate degree within the formal 
education system. The percentage 
distribution of participants over various 
levels of educational qualification 
showed that knowledge and interest in 
various fields increased sharply with a 
rise in educational qualification. In 
response to the question related to 
sources of information the score of 
newspaper readers was high. The 
participants were chosen at random 
between various scientific disciplines and 
professional grades. In order to assess the 
general attitude of participants towards 
education, career and employment of 
women, a number of questions were 
posed. The outcome of analysis is as 
follows: 

• The first question was about the 
natural differences between men 
and women and all the participants 
were of the same opinion on this 
issue.  

• It is gratifying to see that only 34% 
participants consider women as 
weaker half of society by their 
nature and naturally handicapped in 
a world of men. 

• In response to the third question, 
70% told that now women are 

enjoying the fruit of technology 
while 80 % were opined that 
women’s education is an important 
need of society. At the same time 
50% suggested that a gender-
sensitive curricula should be 
developed at all levels of 
educational system in order to 
address sex stereotyping as one of 
the causes of gender discrimination. 

• 65% of the participants agreed to 
develop appropriate technologies 
suited to women’s needs as well as to 
reduce their drudgery but 25% felt no 
need to do so. 

• On the marriage and career issue, 
commitments in respect of family 
obligations come first. All the 
participants agreed on equal access 
to healthcare but on career, 
employment and remuneration their 
attitude was different. Only 45% 
believed that women should get 
equal opportunities. 

• The residual vestiges of a tradition 
which served too instill in the 
subconscious mind, the perception 
that the frontline of planning and 
even scientific experimentation is 
the domain of men. It is interesting 
that this perception is not limited 
to men, but in fact, shared by 
women. About 40% were in favour 
of removing this perception by 
promoting societal awareness to 
gender issues and women’s rights 
and utilizing different forms of mass 
media to communicate social 
messages relating to women’s 
equality and empowerment.  

 
Conclusion 
Some of the conclusions emerging from 
the study are as follows: 

• It is gratifying to note that the 
situation is improving and the 
attitude of the society especially 
men’s, has changed a lot towards 
women’s education, career and 
employment etc. but still there is a 
long way to go. 

• If women are to play any 
meaningful role in the development 
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of society, positive steps must be 
taken to remove undesirable 
features in the society. 

• In spite of extremely good 
performance in education they opt 
to pursue a career which is more 
compatible with the demands of 
raising a family. 

• There is a great upsurge in 
awareness about women’s rights 
among all sections of society. The 
development efforts have yielded 
creditable benefits for women. 
Women have a crucial role to play 
in the modern society. 

• In an enlightened age such as this, 
people in public life are sufficiently 
sensitized to this issue and more 
and more legislations come up to 
protect women folk. 

• The change has to come from the 
beginning. From the childhood, girls 
should be taught that women can 
be mothers as well as corporate 
heads.  For a beginning towards 
changing the perspective of society 
on women can our text books depict 
men as teachers and women as post 
woman, driver and doctor?  Only 
then can we see a change. 

 
Recommendations 

• Special measures should be taken to 
eliminate discrimination, universalize 
education, creating a gender-sensitive 
educational system, increase 
enrolment and retention rates of girls 
as well as development of 
occupation/technical skills by women. 

• Programmes should be strengthened 
to bring about great involvement of 
women in science and technology. 

• Special measures should be taken 
for training of women in areas 
where they have special skills like 
communication and information 
technology. 

• The provision of support services for 
women, like child care facilities, 
including crèches at work places 
and educational institutions should 
be expanded and improved to 

ensure their full cooperation in 
social, political and economic life. 

• Women friendly personnel policies 
should also be drawn up to 
encourage women to participate 
effectively in the developmental 
process. 
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Table – 1: Questions asked from the 

participants of different professions 

S. 
No 

Questions 
Yes 
(%) 

No 
(%) 

Don’t 
Know 
(%) 

1. Nature created 
women different 
from men with a 
definite purpose 

100 - - 

2. They are the 
weaker half of 
society by their 
nature and are 
naturally 
handicapped in a 
world of men 

34 60 6 

3. Can education be 
women-friendly? 

70 25 5 
 4. Equal access to 

education for 
women and girls 
will be ensured 

80 18 2 

5. Curriculum and 
educational 
materials to 
include gender 
education and 

50 50 - 
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human rights 
should be 
reviewed 

6. Efforts to 
develop 
appropriate 
technologies 
suited to 
women’s needs 
as well as to 
reduce their 
drudgery will be 
given a special 
focus 

65 25 10 

7. Are marriage and 
education 
compatible for 
women? 

50 50 _ 

8. There should be 
equal access to 
health care, 
career, 
employment, 
remuneration, 
social security 
and public office 
to all 

65 15 20 

9. Promoting 
societal 
awareness to 
gender issues and 
women’s rights is 
necessary 

40 45 15 

10. All references 
derogatory to the 
dignity of women 

40 40 20 

from all public 
documents and 
legal instruments 
should be 
removed 

11. Different form of 
mass media 
should be used to 
communicate 
social messages 
relating to 
women’s equality 
and 
empowerment 

45 35 20 

12. Do you think, 
concrete 
measures have 
been taken to 
improve the 
situation? 

30 45 25 
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THE ROLE OF HIGHER EDUCATION AND RESEARCH IN INDIA   
 

H.MAGARA ROBINSON 
Ph. D. scholar, Gandhigram Rural Institute, Gandhigram 624302 

 
Abstract 
 The problems of over-
centralization, lack of autonomy, 
accountability, resource constraints and 
wastage, poor quality and relevance in 
many institutions, difficulties in retention 
of Science and Technology personnel in 
education, poor technology and 
infrastructure support, limited access and 
regional disparity have greatly affected 
whole system of education in India.. 
Although the modern education system in 
India is based on the Anglo-American 
tradition, there is a great variety of 
institutional systems in higher education. 
Government plays a dominant role not 
only in providing funds for education but 
also in the administration and control of 
these institutions. It is not uncommon that 
institutions may be facing dictums from 
various entities that are at times confusing 
and contradictory.  

Any foreign organization trying to 
build a relationship with these institutions 
must not be daunted by such ambiguities 
and must work with them patiently. 
Institutions of educational research in 
India indicate that most of the research 
has primarily been of academic nature and 
rarely attempts have been made to 
conduct studies having policy implications. 
The research can take the form of 
theoretical analysis, critique, field survey 
and studies, and case studies.  

The educational institutions and 
their student bodies have come under the 
influence of politics lacked the proper 
sense of direction of educational needs of 
the society. In such cases politics instead 
of merit has often influenced admissions 
to these institutions of learning. This has 
had significant impact in the quality of 
education in many institutions of             
higher learning. This paper tries to analyze 
the role of higher education and                   
research in India. 
 

 

Introduction 
India's higher education system is 

the third largest in the world, after China 
and the United States. The main 
governing body at the higher level is the 
University Grants Commission (India), 
which enforces its standards, advises the 
government, and helps coordinate 
between the centre and the state. Higher 
education currently faces many changes, 
some externally driven by government 
policies and changing patterns of social 
and economic demand and some 
internally driven by changes in the way 
knowledge is produced and organized 
within universities and other ‘knowledge 
organizations’. Although the modern 
education system in India is based on the 
Anglo-American tradition, there is a great 
variety of institutional systems in higher 
education. Government plays a dominant 
role not only in providing funds for 
education but also in the administration 
and control of these institutions. Higher 
education institutions should play a role 
in promoting local economies and 
communities. Universities must become 
intellectual resources in their 
communities, linking these localities with 
the wider national and global context. 
Education policy makers need to move 
beyond debates about curriculum and 
governance to consider the effect of 
social capitalist is not uncommon that 
institutions may be facing dictums from 
various entities that are at times 
confusing and contradictory. Any foreign 
organization trying to build a relationship 
with these institutions must not be 
daunted by such ambiguities and must 
work with them patiently. Institutions of 
educational research in India are of  
primarily academic   in nature and rarely 
attempts have been made to conduct 
studies having policy implications. The 
research can take the form of theoretical 
analysis, critique, field survey and 
studies, and case studies. ‘The research 
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consistently shows that learning is bound 
neither by time nor by place, that it 
occurs continuously in a variety of 
locations, often unpredictably, and that 
it is maximized when both the activities 
and outcomes have meaning to the 
learner. Finally, learning is not a solitary 
activity, but is more likely to be 
relational and social, taking place when 
students engage in a task with others.’ 
(Pascarella and Terenzini, 2005)  There 
should be a commitment to ensuring 
fairness and equity in learning and 
teaching for student outcomes from their 
higher education experiences. The 
educational institutions and their student 
bodies have come under the influence of 
politics lacked the proper sense of 
direction of educational needs of the 
society. In such cases politics instead of 
merit has often influenced admissions to 
these institutions of learning. This has 
had significant impact in the quality of 
education in many institutions of higher 
learning. The University Education Report 
had set goals for development of higher 
education in the country. While 
articulating these goals Radhakrishnan 
Commission on University Education, 
1948-49 put it in following words: "The 
most important and urgent reform 
needed in education is to transform it, to 
endeavor to relate it to the life, needs 
and aspirations of the people and thereby 
make it the powerful instrument of 
social, economic and cultural 
transformation necessary for the 
realization of the national 
goals.”Knowledge is vitally important, 
but if it is to transform society from a 
state of relative stagnation to one of 
dynamism and progress, there must be a 
general willingness and determination to 
make use of it in the service of the 
community." For this purpose, education 
should be developed so as to increase 
productivity, achieve social and national 
integration, accelerate the process of 
modernization and cultivate social, moral 
and spiritual values." The literacy rates 
among the weaker sections are 
considerably lower as compared to other 
groups. Probably the most important is 

the gender gap in education that still 
exists after fifty years of planned 
development. Higher education should 
not be restricted to classroom 
experiences only but a holistic and 
experimental learning needs to be 
promoted and encourage aiming social 
transformation. Educated, committed 
citizens deeply involve in creating and 
sustaining diverse democratic societies 
which are essential for human progress 
and advancing the quality of life for all. 
Education is a continuous learning 
process for youth and the old be it formal 
or informal learning. Inequality continues 
to affect both individuals and 
institutions, despite all the changes in 
and expansion of higher education. 
Impact is therefore unevenly spread 
across institutions and individuals. 
Growth in student numbers has not been 
accompanied by increases in institutional 
and teaching resources. This systemic 
inequality has affected student-teacher 
relationships and forms of learning in all 
subjects, including inter-disciplinary 
work.  

Research in Higher Education 
publishes empirical studies that enhance 
understanding of an educational 
institution or allow comparison among 
institutions. It focuses on post-secondary 
education, including two-year and four-
year colleges, universities, and graduate 
and professional schools. Papers in the 
journal assist faculty and administrators 
in making more informed decisions about 
current or future operations and in 
improving the efficiency and 
effectiveness of an institution. 
Competitive research and innovation 
requires talent and well-trained 
individuals; governments should place a 
strong focus on the careers of young 
researchers (post doctoral candidates), 
and also Masters’ students through joint 
degrees or collaborative delivery of 
programmes, joint labs, and partnerships 
with industry and other social actors. In 
particular, collaborative provision of 
doctoral degrees should be supported and 
promoted.  
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Higher education and research 
cooperation should exploit good practice 
from existing cooperation and mobility 
grants through consortia comprised of 
universities from different countries of  
both regions. University associations are 
at the forefront of higher education and 
research policy development at national 
and regional levels. They should be 
consulted systematically in both regions 
on the points of agenda that relate to 
research and higher education. The 
traditional role of an institutional 
researcher at a university was regarded 
as an information powerhouse for the 
institution.  

Gerald McLaughlin and Richard 
Howard (2004) developed a simplified 
model to serve as a framework for 
understanding the process which 
institutional researchers’ are expected to 
incorporate into data management. The 
model depicts a continuous circle 
consisting of three major roles: 
manager/user, custodian/supplier, and 
broker/reporter. These roles have 
compelled the institutional researcher to 
gather, maintain, and transmit all 
university data in a manner which is 
accurate and user friendly. Any and all 
responsibility for data has customarily 
remained in the confines of institutional 
planning/research. This magnitude of 
responsibility has grown into an 
unmanageable task, due to the 
organizational change of many 
institutions.  
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Abstract 
 Education is one of the most 
important means of empowering women 
with knowledge, skills and self-
confidence necessary to participate fully 
in the development process. Education is 
important for everyone, but it is 
especially significant for girls and 
women. This is true not only because 
education is an entry point to other 
opportunities, but also because the 
educational achievements of women can 
have ripple effects within the family and 
across generations. Investing in girls' 
education is one of the most effective 
ways to reduce poverty. Educated women 
can recognize the importance of health 
care and know how to seek it for 
themselves and their children and help 
girls and women to know their rights and 
to gain confidence to claim them. 
Empowerment refers to increasing the 
spiritual, political, social or economic 
strength of individuals and communities. 
  Empowerment is instrumentally 
important for achieving positive 
development outcomes and well-being of 
life which lies in the doing and being 
what one value and have reason to value. 
This paper will explain the importance of 
empowering women through education.   
 
Introduction 
Kenya Population: 43,013,341 (July 2012) 
with the Age structure as follows 
0-14 years: 42.5% (male 9,176,000/ 
female 9,120,710)  
15-24 years: 19.1% (male 4,118,158/  
female 4,112,229)  
25-54years: 32.1% (male 6,957,839/ 
female 6,833,557)  
55-64 years: 3.6% (male 689,109 / female 
842,131)  

 65 years and over: 2.7% (male 
512,921/female 650,687) (2012) 
Kenya - Literacy rate: Literacy rate is the 
percentage of people, who can, with 
understanding, read and writes a short, 
simple statement on their everyday life. 
Those who are 15 year and over who can 
read and write total population: 87.4% 
out of which male: 90.6%, female: 84.2% 
(2010) and Education expenditures is 7% 
of GDP (2006). 
“My greatest hope is women. They want 

a helping hand to lift them out of 
thewell”. 

   Mahatma Gandhi 
 "Education is one of the most 
important means of empowering women 
with the knowledge, skills and self-
confidence necessary to participate fully 
in the development process." The term 
education is derived from Latin word 
educere, educare, and education which 
means to learn‘, to know and to lead 
out‘. That is education means to lead out 
internal hidden talent of a child or 
person Women work two-thirds of the 
world’s working hours, they earn only 10 
percent of the world’s income, they own 
less than 1 percent of the world’s 
property and make up two-thirds of the 
estimated 876 million adults worldwide 
who cannot read or write, and girls make 
up 60 percent of the 77 million children 
not attending primary school. “A woman 
is the child of her father, her husband 
and her son.” 
 The concept of women 
empowerment was introduced at the 
women conference in 1985 at Nairobi. 
There the 5 components of women 
empowerment were defined, each 
showing how women can be empowered 
and what is the significance of doing so. 
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When we say empowering women through 
education, it means that using education 
as a tool to bring women face to face 
with her self worth, giving her the sense 
to choose between right and wrong, 
empowering her with the skills to take 
advantage of the opportunities and 
embedding confidence in her to meet the 
challenges of life.  
 The concept of empowerment 
traces its history in the mid-17th century 
with the legalistic meaning; to invest 
with authority‘. Thereafter it began to be 
used with an infinitive in a more general 
way meaning "to enable or permit." Its 
modern use originated in the civil rights 
movement, which sought political 
empowerment for its followers. This idea 
of empowerment is an offshoot of the 
discourse on human development and it 
came into prominence after 1980s. Its 
linkage with feminist discourse went a 
long way in shaping the idea of women‘s 
empowerment. However, these concepts 
are still not clearly defined and 
demarcated from closely related. 
 Empowerment refers to increasing 
the spiritual, political, social, 
educational, gender, or economic 
strength of individuals and communities. 
Women‘s empowerment can be seen as a 
process in which the following elements 
will be considered as awareness, choice, 
resources, voice, agency and 
participation. This dimension of women‘s 
empowerment is linked to enhancing 
women‘s ability to make choices over the 
areas in their lives that matter to them, 
both the strategic life choices. 
Empowerment has come to denote 
women’s increased control over their 
own lives, bodies, and environment. In 
discussions of women’s empowerment, 
emphasis is often placed on women’s 
decision-making roles, their economic 
self-reliance, and their legal rights to 
equal treatment, inheritance and 
protection against all forms of 
discrimination, in addition to the 
elimination of barriers to access such 
resources as education and information.  
Empowerment is probably the totality of 
the following  

• Having decision-making power of 
their own 

• Having access to information and 
resources for taking proper 
decision 

• Having a range of options from 
which you can make choices (not 
just yes/no, either/or.) 

• Ability to exercise assertiveness in 
collective decision making 

• Having positive thinking on the 
ability to make change 

• Ability to learn skills for improving 
one's personal or group power. 

• Ability to change other’s 
perceptions by democratic means. 

• Involving in the growth process 
and changes that is never ending 
and self-initiated 

• Increasing one's positive self-
image and overcoming stigma 

 
Importance of Women Empowerment 
 Though education is important for 
every individual living on this earth, but 
it is more significant for women. 
Educating girls is not only important 
because it gives them an opportunity to 
earn but the most important reason of 
educating women is because they are the 
one who develop the whole family. No 
doubt, an educated woman can support 
her family in managing the budget as 
well as helping them save some money 
for future. Therefore young girls should 
always be given every opportunity to gain 
proper education. 
 Thus educating a woman is 
actually providing her with a weapon to 
live up her customary part, fight with the 
challenges and bring positive change in 
her life. It is said that no nation can be a 
great nation unless and until they have 
educated and healthy mothers. Therefore 
it is utmost important to educate a 
woman because being a mother she is the 
one who will decide how the future 
generations will be. The future of a 
nation is dependent on well-groomed 
mothers. 
 In today's world we are facing so 
many changes within seconds that it is 
becoming difficult to cope with this fast 
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moving world. To avoid the generation 
gap between mother and her kids, 
education is very important. If a mother 
is not aware of the technological 
advancements and the new terminologies 
etc she won't be able to guide her kids 
properly. Also this is important for 
herself grooming. Thus education of a 
woman opens up the new horizons, 
broadens her thinking, develops new 
ideas and hopes, enhances knowledge 
and skills, provides the courage to meet 
the challenges of life and give freedom of 
expressions. 
 Best examples of women 
empowerment can be seen in today's 
world as we see many women in top 
positions working side by side with their 
male colleagues. Though this used to be a 
male dominant society but from few 
years a clear rise in women participation 
in workforce is noticed. We can now find 
women in sports, politics, education 
field, army; they are engineers, doctors, 
pilots and involved in so many other 
professions. Thus women should be 
encouraged to learn and should be 
provided with opportunity to gain 
education to groom them as well as to 
educate. Through education programs for 
women, we are promoting healthier 
babies and better child nutrition -- and as 
mothers learn the value of education, it 
also leads to earlier and longer schooling 
for children.  
 
Conclusion 
 Women Empowerment gives 
lawful power or authority to act.  If 
women were empowered they would be 
able to participate in the planning, 
execution and implementation of 

developmental schemes. Apart from 
Political Empowerment Economic and 
Social Empowerment are crucial.  
Empowerment and development are 
closely related.  Empowerment leads to 
development, which further leads to 
greater empowerment. 
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Abstract 
 The social isolation of women 
contributes to the deterioration of their 
condition. In spite of the Indian 
Government’s effort to secure justice for 
women through laws against crimes, the 
result is far from satisfactory. Education 
has never been viewed as a tool to 
develop the overall personality and 
capabilities of women. More than 
acquiring economic and social freedom 
for women on par with men, the society 
has viewed education as a requisite for a 
good marital relationship, as a pre-
requisite for obtaining a good match 
(Shurei, 1997) and for the better 
upbringing of children in the 20th 
century. Without proper education, legal 
literacy and social awareness it is 
impossible to elevate the status of 
women. Among the literate women only 
a handful of women obtain their 
education in order to acquire economic 
independence; for the majority, literate 
women receive an education only to 
become more eligible in for marriage 
(Johnson and Johnson, 2001).  The denial 
of many basic rights continued to plunge 
downward during the later Vedic period, 
with further plummeting through 
forthcoming centuries. The 
empowerment of women in India has 
been obstructed for centuries owing to 
various reasons amongst which the initial 
blow was in the form of depriving women 
from basic educational facilities which 
was a basic right to all people. During 
the eighteenth century women suffered 
from several handicaps like female 
infanticide, child marriage, illiteracy and 
subsequently forced child labor and 
widowhood in the19th century. Women 
discovered their own potential and 
played an equal part in India’s struggle 
for independence (Barua, 2003). The 
freedom struggle of India was the 
platform where women proved 

themselves worthy to the status of men. 
Women’s participation in the 
revolutionary movement (Mehta, 2004) 
was significant even when they were 
deprived of their basic human rights by 
men.  The preamble to the Constitution 
of India promises full equality to all 
citizens in all respects but all is in the 
papers only. Women’s development saw 
a reflection in the Indian constitution 
wherein laws were enacted to eradicate 
the social evil of inequality. Illiteracy is 
the second most important problem 
following poverty. The paper analyzes 
the Role of Education in Women 
Empowerment in the 21st Century- India. 
 
Introduction 

The social isolation of women 
contributes to the deterioration of their 
condition. In spite of the Indian 
Government’s effort to secure justice for 
women through laws against crimes, the 
result is far from satisfactory. Education 
has never been viewed as a tool to 
develop the overall personality and 
capabilities of women. More than 
acquiring economic and social freedom 
for women on par with men, the society 
has viewed education as a requisite for a 
good marital relationship, as a pre-
requisite for obtaining a good match 
(Shurei, 1997) and for the better 
upbringing of children in the 20th 
century. Without proper education, legal 
literacy and social awareness it is 
impossible to elevate the status of 
women. Among the literate women only a 
handful of women obtain their education 
in order to acquire economic 
independence; for the majority, literate 
women receive an education only to 
become more eligible in for marriage 
(Johnson and Johnson, 2001).  The denial 
of many basic rights continued to plunge 
downward during the later Vedic period, 
with further plummeting through 



Vol. 1                            Special Issue 1                      June 2013               ISSN : 2320 –2653 

 

Shanlax International Journal of Education        12 

 

forthcoming centuries. The 
empowerment of women in India has 
been obstructed for centuries owing to 
various reasons amongst which the initial 
blow was in the form of depriving women 
from basic educational facilities which 
was a basic right to all people. During the 
eighteenth century women suffered from 
several handicaps like female infanticide, 
child marriage, illiteracy and 
subsequently forced child labor and 
widowhood in the19th century. Women 
discovered their own potential and 
played an equal part in India’s struggle 
for independence (Barua, 2003). The 
freedom struggle of India was the 
platform where women proved 
themselves worthy to the status of men. 
Women’s participation in the 
revolutionary movement (Mehta, 2004) 
was significant even when they were 
deprived of their basic human rights by 
men.  The preamble to the Constitution 
of India promises full equality to all 
citizens in all respects but all is in the 
papers only. Women’s development saw a 
reflection in the Indian constitution 
wherein laws were enacted to eradicate 
the social evil of inequality. Illiteracy is 
the second most important problem 
following poverty. 
 Various writers highlight the role 
of education for the empowerment of 
women According to the International 
Encyclopedia on women (1999) in the 
programme of action of the International 
Conference on population and 
Development education is considered as 
one of the most important means to 
empower women with the knowledge skill 
and self confidence necessary to 
participate fully in development process. 
The National Policy on Education 
(1986)emphasized the promotion of 
women education in all areas of learning 
to eliminate any sex based stereo typing 
with the guarantee of equality before the 
law and the emphasize on girls  
education. Since employment plays a 
vital role in improving women status in a 
society education of women is of prime 
importance in any women empowerment 
programme. The prohibition against 

women learning to read was probably due 
to various causes. It was believed that 
education was considered rather profane 
and immoral by aristocratic ladies. There 
was a very strong social prejudice against 
the education of women. But there was a 
small section of women who had received 
education. They were devadasis, the 
daughters of Nair Tarawads and the 
Syrian girl’s. Courtesans whose business 
in life is to dance in the temples and 
public ceremonies and prostitutes are the 
only women who are allowed to learn to 
read, sing or dance. Logan (1951, p.107) 
pointed out the indigenous schools were 
freely attended by girls. The aim of girls’ 
education in these institutions was to 
give training in elementary, moral 
instruction and some basic lessons in 
music. Period of learning was from five to 
seven years of age and some girls of this 
age group attended school. Formal higher 
education as denied to them. The main 
defect of this indigenous system of 
elementary schools was the exclusion of 
girl children. Another defect was that the 
children of both sexes of the low castes 
who formed the vast majority of 
population were denied admission in 
these schools. Women empowerment is 
an essential element in national 
development. Since women constitute 
half of the population there can be no 
development unless the needs and 
interests of women are fully taken into 
account. In fact, empowered women are 
a nation’s strength. Since development 
means improvement in the living 
conditions of the society, as a whole, it is 
logical to expect that this also mean 
improved status for women. The 
effective management and development 
of women’s resources, their capabilities, 
interests, skills and potentialities are of 
paramount importance for the 
mobilization of human resources. In the 
Indian social, cultural and economic 
context, no one can achieve the whole 
purpose of womens’ empowerment and 
emancipation within a short span of time. 
However the women have utilized the 
chances given to them and made 
considerable progress. As formal agency, 
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the government of India wanted to 
improve the living conditions of women 
at different times. Here education played 
an important role for women 
empowerment.  
 
Importance of women empowerment  

Empowerment literally means 
becoming powerful. In that perspective 
the empowerment of women and the 
improvement of their status, particularly 
in respect of education, health and 
economic opportunities is highly 
important. Women need to be 
empowered in order to become strong 
and ready to take up new challenges for 
the building up of the family, society and 
the nation. Women empowerment is 
human empowerment itself. According to 
Sushama Shay (1998, p.56.)Women 
Empowerment is a process which helps 
women to change consciousness of others 
through creating awareness. Human 
development encompasses elements that 
contribute critical issues of gender and 
development. The dignity and culture of 
a society can be detected from the status 
of women in that society. According to 
Rameshwari Pandya (2008) Empowerment 
has become the key solution to many 
social problems. The women activists, 
barring the’ feminists' as such has 
attained a great deal of success in 
making the Indian Women aware of her 
rights. The electronic and print media 
has also played its part of the country. 
But such awareness generation is largely 
confined to the educated upper class 
urban society with a few exceptions. 
There prevails a large scale lack 
of awareness amongst the Indian Women 
about their legal rights guaranteed to 
them by various laws of the land. 
Interestingly it is found that even the 
educated employed urban women are 
also not aware of their rights.  
Empowerment of women leads to benefit 
not only to the individual woman and to 

women groups, but also to the families 
and community as a whole through 
collective action for development. (2008, 
p.5). Empowerment of women is 
empowerment of family/household and in 
turn development of a nation of a 
country. By the beginning of twenty first 
century Indian Women are envisaged to 
step into a new era of awareness, 
freedom and social responsibilities. In the 
emerging Indian Society the women are 
seen as the potential catalyst of social 
development inside and outside the four 
walls of their homes. This is due to the 
lack of a conducive atmosphere wherein 
such awareness among the women is 
deliberately cultivated through proper 
educational planning. 
 
Conclusion 

Women should strive to change 
their image as weak, dependent, passive 
and docile persons to independent, 
active, strong and determined human 
beings. Their perception of themselves 
and on their empowerment should be 
changed for better future. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Skills, knowledge and character 
are the three important outcomes of 
education imparted in educational 
institutions. Schools, colleges and 
universities should play an important role 
in promoting social thoughts, values and 
behavior such that the students are 
shaped into good citizens ready to 
contribute to national integration and 
provide workable solutions to common 
societal problems without themselves 
becoming a part of the problems. It is 
generally observed that there has been a 
gradual deterioration in the value system 
in our society as a whole over the past 
two or three decades. Several lofty ideals 
and ethical principles so carefully 
nurtured by our ancestors and considered 
part of our national culture are being 
slowly forgotten by our younger 
generation. The story of Nirbhaya is fresh 
in our memory. The men who victimized 
her are the monstrous products of the 
very society which has forgotten ethical 
values. This cruel incident should inspire 
in us the resolve to reform society. The 
effort to infuse ethical conduct should 
begin at the school. Various committees 
and commissions on education in the Post 
Independence era in their reports have 
highlighted the need to sustain socio-
cultural ethos. Poet-reformers 
Tiruvalluvar and Vemana have shown the 
righteous path to humanity. The 
statements contained in Tirukkural are 
even more relevant today. Educational 
institutions should strive to make such 
systematic exposition of the principles of 
life a part of the curriculum to promote 
ethical values. Observance of national 
festivals and birthdays of great freedom 
fighters and social reformers such as 
Gandhiji, Vivekananda, Abul Kalam Azad 
and Ambedkar will reinforce the efforts. 

The education sector is directly 
engaged in molding the character and 

mental development of the younger 
generation. As swami Vivekananda has 
rightly pointed out ‘education is the 
manifestation of perfection already in 
man’. For that purpose the objectives of 
education should be to include attitude 
development. Education sector has a key 
role to play in molding the students into 
persons of integrity, honesty with the 
ability to discern what is good and what 
is bad. 

A sizable segment of the Indian 
Society has, as a result of the colonial 
rule, distanced itself from the religio-
philosophical ethos and understanding of 
the past heritage. Looking at our society 
with a clinical detachment an 
intellectually honest observer will notice 
bribery and corruption, dishonesty in 
social as well as business relations, too 
many divisions of caste and community, 
region and religion, absence of ethical 
convictions in politicians and 
administrators. The negative traits are 
being manifested in several ways. Every 
day we come across media reports about 
morally degenerate acts of individuals, 
violence, mindless killings, kidnaps, 
atrocities on women, exploitations of the 
gullible by way of mysticism and so on. 
The malaise is evident in all domains of 
our society. 

Nirbhaya’s is the story of millions 
of Indian women open to insults, 
vulnerable to attack and destined for 
demonization. A dispassionate debate 
over the incident deepens our 
determination to battle the pervasive 
and shameful social attitudes that allow 
men to rape and molest women with such 
impurity and stands as a testimony of the 
erosion of ethical and moral values. The 
barbaric incident of a woman being 
pushed under the lorry while saving her 
daughter from a gang of drunken youths 
in Tenali is a glaring example of attack 
on helpless women walking on the street. 
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Similar incidents were reported in the 
news paper in recent times. No civilized 
society can tolerate incidents of this 
nature. What happened to this nation 
which showed the path of dharma to the 
entire world? It is high time we take a 
serious note of the deterioration of 
ethical and moral values and save the 
younger generation from downfall. 

A look at our educational 
institutions reveals a lot of unrest and 
lack of rapport between students and 
teachers. Frequent boycott of classes on 
some issues or other, the menace of 
ragging, eve teasing etc., are vitiating 
the campus environment. Now-a-days the 
students are increasingly under the 
influence of television and films. 
Teachers are shown in poor light. The 
films of yester years used to give a good 
message to the society. Today the films 
are full of violence, robberies, kidnaps, 
rapes etc. Almost all the programs shown 
on TV tend to be based on films and film 
stars. The younger generation seems to 
be mesmerized by what film stars do and 
say. They have become their role models. 
Legendary figures and noble personalities 
like Gandhi, Vivekananda , Gotham 
Buddha and Ambedkar are being 
forgotten.  

Gandhiji’s perceptions in 
education focus on moral values and 
ethics. At a time when people are 
forgetting ethical values, it would be 
difficult to have individuals in our society 
who would strive to halt the process of 
value deterioration unless the 
educational institutions  produce young 
persons with the right aims and 
objectives of  human life . Moral 
education should become a part of the 
curriculum. 

We should produce outstanding 
individuals, cultured and educated, 
visionary and intellectually brilliant, 
moral and disciplined, forceful and 
fearless, humane and filled with a zeal to 
make India great. 

The university education 
commission headed by 
Dr.S.Radhakrishnan (1948-49) gave 
importance to the inclusion of ethical 

values among students not only in 
colleges but also in universities. The 
Education commission headed by 
Prof.D.S.Kothari (1964-66) while 
declaring that “knowledge with a lack of 
essential values may be dangerous” 
emphatically stated that “what we would 
like to emphasize is the need to play 
attention to the inclusion of right values 
in the students at all stages of education. 
The Secondary Education Commission ( 
Modaliyar commission, 1952-53) and the 
committee on Religious and Moral 
Instructions (1953) recommended 
introduction of religious and moral 
instructions and emphasized its role in 
the growth and building of character of 
individual human being  which extends its 
influence in society. The Sriprakasa 
committee report desired inclusion of the 
lives and preaching of the great religious 
leaders and their philosophies in the 
education system. The Ramamurthy 
Committee report (1990) emphasized 
inculcation of appreciation of India’s 
cultural heritage and the legacy of 
creation of knowledge and its application 
for the benefit of human beings over 
centuries. The National policy on 
Education (NPE-1986) urged that the gap 
between the formal education system 
and India’s rich and varied cultural 
tradition should be bridged through an 
environment of the curricula and making 
education a forceful tool for the 
cultivation of social and moral values.  

Moral education and acquaintance 
with the true culture of all people 
through the ages may be assigned a place 
in the curriculum for our own good, for 
the good of Indian society and for the 
good of humankind. ‘There may be many 
religions but morality is one’. 

The Tirukkural of Tiruvalluvar is 
the most outstanding and inspiring work 
in general ethics, political principles and 
happy married life. It is a treasure house 
of wisdom to the world. Tiruvalluvar 
diagnoses the intricacies of human nature 
with such penetrating insight, perfect 
mastery and consummate absorbing the 
most subtle concepts of modern 
psychology. His prescriptions cut across 
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caste, creeds and ages and have a 
freshness which makes one feel as if they 
are meant for the present tames. 
Speaking on the force of virtue the  great 
Tamil Poet-performer says ‘There is 
nothing more profitable than what virtue 
can afford. There is no loss worse than 
forgetting it’. On speaking sweet words 
the saint says ‘To use bitter words while 
sweet words are ready to one’s hand is to 
make choice of unripe to ripe fruits’. 
Advocating endurance Tiruvalluvar says 
‘Let us overcome by our righteousness 
those who have in their pride done us 
great injustice’. Speaking on not doing 
harm the Saint says ‘what one has felt as 
great harm that he must avoid doing to 
other’. 

Vemana’s verses are eternal 
truths said in easily understandable 
Telugu. He so patiently and fervently 
mused on society, its morals and the 
need for man to behave.  A few 
examples: 

Noble people: The noble one 
speaks softly, like gold, unlike the mean 
who make much noise like bronze. 

If there is one virtuous person in a 
family the whole family will be 
respected. It is like having a sandalwood 
tree in a big forest whereby the entire 
forest smells like sandalwood. 

Vicious persons: Even if we feed 
the neem sapling with milk, it won’t lose 
its bitterness, So also a vicious person 
will ever remain spiteful. 

Treatment of the enemy: If ever 
an enemy, fit to be killed, is caught, he 
should not be killed, it is enough to do 
him good and set him free. 

The poetry of Vemana is full of 
such priceless gems of worldly wisdom 
and serves as signposts in the journey 
toward social harmony.Tirukkural and 

Vemana Satakam should be translated 
into other languages and made a part of 
curriculum. 

The educational institutions 
should play useful role in molding the 
students as persons with ethical values. 

They should be involved in 
community service activities through 
N.S.S. Girls should be encouraged to 
develop self confidence. Legal literacy 
should be imparted. Awareness should be 
created on Nirbhaya Act, Domestic 
violence (Prevention) Act, and acts 
dealing with ragging, eve teasing etc., 

Cultural activities and observance 
of national festivals as well as birthdays 
of freedom fighters and social reformers 
should be included in the academic 
calendar. Teachers should become role 
models to the students. 
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Abstract:  
 This paper is concerned with 
growing influence of e-learning in the 
field of education in new era. The 21st 
century is well known for the use of 
technology in all the fields like business, 
engineering, medical, transportation and 
education. E-learning in the field of 
education is becoming handier for the 
students and teachers. E-learning refers 
to the use of electronic media and 
information and communication 
technologies (ICT) in education. A 
renewed and focused attention is being 
given to universalisation of computer 
literacy and integration of ICT in schools 
and other institutions in the tertiary 
sector. The extent to which e-learning 
assists or replaces other learning and 
teaching approaches is variable, ranging 
on a continuum from none to fully online 
distance learning. A variety of 
descriptive terms have been employed 
(somewhat inconsistently) to categorize 
the extent to which technology is used. 
For example, ‘hybrid learning’ or 
‘blended learning’ may refer to 
classroom aids and laptops, or may refer 
to approaches in which traditional 
classroom time is reduced but not 
eliminated, and is replaced with some 
online learning. Smart class is a digital 
initiative of Edu com which is rapidly 
transforming the way teachers teach and 
students learn in schools with innovative 
and meaningful use of technology. 
Powered by the world’s largest 
repository of digital content mapped to 
Indian School Curriculum, smart class 
brings in technology right next to the 
blackboard for teachers in the 
classrooms. The author tries to focus 
that the concept of e-learning in India is 
yet in its early stages and may not 
exactly be spreading like wild fire in 
many parts of rural India. The researcher 
tries to discuss the main advantages of 

and role of smart classes in education in 
new era. 
 
Key Words: E, E-learning, smart class 
room, ICT. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 The advent of Information and 
Communication Technology has had a 
profound and commanding global 
influence on the matrix of socio-
economic and educational activities the 
world over in new era. Industrial and 
developed countries are well-ahead in 
formulating policies and programmes to 
accelerate its development, diffusion and 
empowerment abilities. Developing 
countries like India, having sensed it, 
follow at a breakneck velocity for 
establishing and capitalizing on the 
enabling capabilities of Information and 
Communication Technology in the field of 
Education. Technology was very ancient 
to India which gave to the world the 
binary system on which modern 
education and computer systems are 
based. What is new today in Indian 
education is the way in which the older 
“analogue” and one-way technologies are 
being combined and blended with 
“digital” modes of communication 
integrating computers and the Internet 
and enabling interactivity. Ancient India 
considered knowledge as the third eye 
that gives insight into all affairs.  The 
great universities flourished in India when 
most of the world was groping in the 
dark. Those were the halcyon days when 
India led the world in scientific 
knowledge and philosophical 
speculations. The great scholar Max 
Muller has narrated in his own words: “If 
I were asked under what sky the human 
mind has most fully developed some of 
its choicest gifts, has most deeply 
pondered on the greatest problems of 
life, and has found solutions to some of 
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them which well deserve the attention of 
even those who have studied Plato and 
Kant, I should point to India” (Muller, 
Max, 2007). 
 
Meaning of E-Learning:  
 E-learning is a broadly inclusive 
terminology that describes educational 
technology that electronically or 
technologically supports learning and 
teaching.  Luskin, Bernard (2012), a 
pioneer of e-learning, advocates that the 
‘e’ should be interpreted to mean 
‘exciting, energetic, enthusiastic, 
emotional, extended, excellent, and 
educational’ in addition to ‘electronic.’ 
This broad interpretation focuses on new 
applications and developments, and also 
brings learning and media psychology into 
consideration. Parks (2012) suggested 
that the ‘e’ should refer to ‘everything, 
everyone, engaging, easy’. E-learning 
refers to the use of electronic media and 
information and communication 
technologies (ICT) in education. E-
learning is broadly inclusive of all forms 
of educational technology in learning and 
teaching. E-learning is inclusive of, and is 
broadly synonymous with multimedia 
learning, technology-enhanced learning 
(TEL), computer-based training (CBT), 
computer-assisted instruction (CAI), 
internet-based training (IBT), web-based 
training (WBT), online education, virtual 
education, virtual learning environments 
(VLE) (which are also called learning 
platforms), m-learning, and digital 
educational collaboration. These 
alternative names emphasize a particular 
aspect, component or delivery method. 
E-learning includes numerous types of 
media that deliver text, audio, images, 
animation, and streaming video, and 
includes technology applications and 
processes such as audio or video tape, 
satellite TV, CD-ROM, and computer-
based learning, as well as local 
intranet/extranet and web-based 
learning. Information and communication 
systems, whether free-standing or based 
on either local networks or the Internet 
in networked learning,                 
underlies many e-learning processes 

(Tavangarian D., Leypold M., Nolting K.,         
Roser M., 2004). 
 Therefore, e-learning refers to 
technology use in learning and education. 
There are several aspects to describing 
the intellectual and technical 
development of e-learning, which can be 
categorized into discrete areas. These 
are addressed in turn in the sections of 
this article: 

1. e-learning as an educational 
approach or tool that supports 
traditional subjects 

2. e-learning as a technological 
medium that assists in the 
communication of knowledge, and 
its development and exchange; 

3. e-learning itself as an educational 
subject; such courses may be 
called ‘Computer Studies’ or 
‘Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT)’; 

4. e-learning administrative tools 
such as education management 
information systems (EMIS). 

 E-Learning is a broader concept 
than online learning, encompassing a 
wide set of applications and processes 
which use all available electronic media 
to deliver education more flexibly. The 
term “e-Learning” is now used in India to 
capture the general intent to support a 
broad range of electronic media 
(Internet, intranets, satellite broadcast, 
audio/video tape, interactive TV and CD-
ROM) to make learning more flexible for 
clients. The adoption and use of 
technology into the practice of education 
is not new. In this era of globalization 
and hyper-competition, the knowledge 
packaging through electronic 
communication is advocated at all levels 
of Education in India.  
 
Education through e-learning:  
 Learning and dissemination of 
information is becoming more important 
than ever. Internet based education and 
e-Learning are the trends of the day. 
Looking at India’s attempts to harness 
the broadcast technologies, one comes 
across a kaleidoscope of activities.  India 
is perhaps the only country with a 
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satellite completely dedicated to 
education, the EDUSAT.  India has 
developed educational broadcast 
channels such as the Gyan Darshan 
Network and dedicated satellites such as 
EDUSAT for audio, video and data 
transmission and interactivity. India has 
17 Education Multimedia Research 
centers and coordination centre 
Consortium of Educational 
Communication which helped building 
considerable knowledge resources over a 
period of 20 years.   
 According to MHRD (2001), a 
renewed and focused attention is being 
given to universalisation of computer 
literacy and integration of ICT in schools 
and other institutions in the tertiary 
sector. The ‘National Task Force on 
Information Technology and Software 
Development’ constituted in 1998 
formulated a ‘National Informatics 
Policy’ with 108 recommendations of 
which 13 recommendations are related to 
Human Resource Development. These 
include Vidyarthi Computer Scheme, 
Shiksha Computer Scheme, School 
Computer Scheme, Wider Access to 
Computers and Internet to Educational 
Institutions, Concept of Smart Schools, 
etc.  The Task Force on Human Resource 
Development in Information Technology 
(2006) has made wide ranging 
recommendations to give a fillip to this 
sector. An investment of Rs. 2, 0000 
million over a period of six years has 
been proposed for increasing capacity 
and improving quality of IT education. 
Focus shall be on public institutions like 
Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) and 
the National Institutes of Technology 
(NITs) with high academic standards that 
provide competitive edge to the country. 
Special thrust shall be to take care of the 
shortage of faculty in the IT sector. New 
and innovative methods of public- private 
partnership are being evolved to 
encourage IT education right from the 
school to the college level. Special 
efforts are also planned on bridging the 
digital divide.  
 The Centrally Sponsored Scheme 
of Computer Literacy and Studies in 

Schools (CLASS) has been revised to 
accelerate the pace of introduction of IT 
in Government schools and to create 
models of computer education so as to 
achieve the goal of universalisation of 
computer literacy among school pass-outs 
within five years from 2005. It is 
proposed that at least one section (of 40 
students) of each of School Final classes 
would be fully computerized. Thus, a 
school having 160 computers (@40 
computers for each of the 9th to 12th 
classes) might be called a Smart School 
under the scheme. In the initial phase, it 
is proposed to  
(i) achieve universalisation of 

computer literacy in senior 
secondary schools;  

(ii) computer aided learning-teaching 
methods may be introduced in 1000 
senior secondary schools and 100 
Smart schools where computer 
education will have predominance 
and  

(iii) the Central Government, State 
Governments, parents and private 
sector should  become co-partners 
for funding and operationalisation 
of the scheme.  

 Other measures include 
inauguration of the National Center for  
Computer Education in NCERT; Project 
Vidya in association with INTEL, for  
training of teachers and development of 
curriculum based software; introduction 
of in-house training facility in IT for 
Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan and 
Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti: Setting up of 
Regional Centres; Recommendations of 
the IT task force chaired by the Minister 
of Human Resource Development for 
accelerated outturn of IT professionals; 
Increased output of IT manpower through 
Indian Institutes of Technology, and 
National Institutes of Technology by 
combining both formal and informal 
systems of IT training; constitution of the 
All India Board of IT Education under All 
India Council for Technical Education  
and addition of nearly 42,000 seats in IT 
and IT related disciplines in the technical 
institutions (Kumaravel, R. Karpaga and 
Padma, B., 2008). 
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 Depending on whether a 
particular aspect, component or delivery 
method is given emphasis, a wide array 
of similar or overlapping terms has been 
used. As such, e-learning encompasses 
multimedia learning, technology-
enhanced learning (TEL), computer-based 
training (CBT), computer-assisted 
instruction (CAI), internet-based training 
(IBT), web-based training (WBT), online 
education, virtual education, virtual 
learning environments (VLE) which are 
also called learning platforms, m-
learning, digital educational 
collaboration, distributed learning, 
computer-mediated communication, 
cyber-learning, and multi-modal 
instruction. Accordingly, virtual 
education refers to a form of distance 
learning in which course content is 
delivered by various methods such as 
course management applications, 
multimedia resources, and 
videoconferencing. Students and 
instructors communicate via these 
technologies (Kurbel, Karl, 2001). 
 The worldwide e-learning industry 
is economically significant, and was 
estimated in 2000 to be over $48 billion 
according to conservative estimates (EC, 
2000). Developments in internet and 
multimedia technologies are the basic 
enabler of e-learning, with consulting, 
content, technologies, services and 
support being identified as the five key 
sectors of the e-learning industry (Nagy, 
A., 2005). Information and 
communication technologies (ICT) are 
used extensively by young people. E-
learning expenditures differ within and 
between countries. Finland, Norway, 
Belgium and Korea appear to have 
comparatively effective programs 
(Aleksander A., 2012).  
 
Forms of e-Learning:  
There are different forms of e-learning 
which are discussed as follows: 
Synchronous and Asynchronous:  
 E-learning may either be 
synchronous or asynchronous. 
Synchronous learning occurs in real-time, 
with all participants interacting at that 

point, while asynchronous learning is 
self-paced and allows participants to 
engage in the exchange of ideas or 
information without the dependency of 
other participants involvement at the 
same time. 
 Synchronous learning involves the 
exchange of ideas and information with 
one or more participants during the same 
period of time. A face-to-face discussion 
is an example of synchronous 
communications. In e-learning 
environments, examples of synchronous 
communications include online real-time 
live teacher instruction and feedback, 
Skype conversations, or chat rooms or 
virtual classrooms where everyone is 
online and working collaboratively at the 
same time. 
 Asynchronous learning may use 
technologies such as email, blogs, wikis, 
and discussion boards, as well as web-
supported textbooks (Loutchko, Iouri; 
Kurbel, Karl; Pakhomov, Alexei, 2002), 
hypertext documents, audio video 
courses, and social networking using web 
2.0. At the professional educational 
level, training may include virtual 
operating rooms. Asynchronous learning 
is particularly beneficial for students who 
have health problems or have child care 
responsibilities and regularly leaving the 
home to attend lectures is difficult. They 
have the opportunity to complete their 
work in a low stress environment and 
within a more flexible timeframe 
(Johnson, Henry M. (2007). In 
asynchronous online courses, students 
proceed at their own pace. If they need 
to listen to a lecture a second time, or 
think about a question for awhile, they 
may do so without fearing that they will 
hold back the rest of the class. Through 
online courses, students can earn their 
diplomas more quickly, or repeat failed 
courses without the embarrassment of 
being in a class with younger students. 
Students also have access to an 
incredible variety of enrichment courses 
in online learning, and can participate in 
college courses, internships, sports, or 
work and still graduate with their class. 
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 Both the asynchronous and 
synchronous methods rely heavily on self-
motivation, self-discipline, and the 
ability to communicate in writing 
effectively.  
 
Linear learning:  
 Computer-based learning or 
training (CBT) refers to self-paced 
learning activities delivered on a 
computer or handheld device. CBT often 
delivers content via CD-ROM, and 
typically presents content in a linear 
fashion, much like reading an online book 
or manual. For this reason, CBT is often 
used to teach static processes, such as 
using software or completing 
mathematical equations. Computer-based 
training is conceptually similar to web-
based training (WBT), the primary 
difference being that WBTs are delivered 
via Internet using a web browser. 
Assessing learning in a CBT is often by 
assessments that can be easily scored by 
a computer such as multiple choice 
questions, drag-and-drop, radio button, 
simulation or other interactive means. 
Assessments are easily scored and 
recorded via online software, providing 
immediate end-user feedback and 
completion status. Users are often able 
to print completion records in the form 
of certificates. 
 CBTs provide learning stimulus 
beyond traditional learning methodology 
from textbook, manual, or classroom-
based instruction. For example, CBTs 
offer user-friendly solutions for satisfying 
continuing education requirements. 
Instead of limiting students to attending 
courses or reading printed manuals, 
students are able to acquire knowledge 
and skills through methods that are much 
more conducive to individual learning 
preferences. For example, CBTs offer 
visual learning benefits through 
animation or video, not typically offered 
by any other means. CBTs can be a good 
alternative to printed learning materials 
since rich media, including videos or 
animations, can easily be embedded to 
enhance the learning. 

 However, CBTs pose some 
learning challenges. Typically the 
creation of effective CBTs requires 
enormous resources. The software for 
developing CBTs (such as Flash or Adobe 
Director) is often more complex than a 
subject matter expert or teacher is able 
to use. In addition, the lack of human 
interaction can limit both the type of 
content that can be presented as well as 
the type of assessment that can be 
performed. Many learning organizations 
are beginning to use smaller CBT/WBT 
activities as part of a broader online 
learning program which may include 
online discussion or other interactive 
elements. 
 
Collaborative learning:  
 Computer-supported collaborative 
learning (CSCL) uses instructional 
methods designed to encourage or 
require students to work together on 
learning tasks. CSCL is similar in concept 
to the terminology, ‘e-learning 2.0’. 
Collaborative learning is distinguished 
from the traditional approach in which 
the instructor is the principal source of 
knowledge and skills. For example, the 
neologism ‘e-learning 1.0’ refers to the 
direct transfer method in computer-
based learning and training systems 
(CBL). In contrast to the linear delivery 
of content, often directly from the 
instructor's material, CSCL uses blogs, 
wikis, and cloud-based document portals 
(such as Google Docs and Dropbox). With 
technological Web 2.0 advances, sharing 
information between multiple people in a 
network has become much easier and use 
has increased (Crane, Beverly E., 2009). 
One of the main reasons for its usage 
states that it is ‘a breeding ground for 
creative and engaging educational 
endeavors.’ Using Web 2.0 social tools in 
the classroom allows for students and 
teachers to work collaboratively, discuss 
ideas, and promote information. 
According to Sendall, et. al (2008), blogs, 
wikis, and social networking skills are 
found to be significantly useful in the 
classroom. After initial instruction on 
using the tools, students also reported an 
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increase in knowledge and comfort level 
for using Web 2.0 tools. The collaborative 
tools additionally prepare students with 
technology skills necessary in today's 
workforce (Whyte, Cassandra B. and 
Lauridsen, Kurt, 1980).  
 
Classroom 2.0:  
 Classroom 2.0 refers to online 
multi-user virtual environments (MUVE) 
that connect schools across geographical 
frontiers. Also known as ‘e-Twinning’, 
computer-supported collaborative 
learning (CSCL) allows learners in one 
school to communicate with learners in 
another that they would not get to know 
otherwise, enhancing educational 
outcomes and cultural integration. 
Examples of classroom 2.0 applications 
are Blogger and Skype (Pumilia-Gnarini, 
Paolo, 2012).  
 
E-learning 2.0:  
 Redecker, Christine (2009) 
describes that e-learning 2.0 is a type of 
computer-supported collaborative 
learning (CSCL) system that developed 
with the emergence of Web 2.0. From an 
e-learning 2.0 perspective, conventional 
e-learning systems were based on 
instructional packets, which were 
delivered to students using assignments. 
Assignments were evaluated by the 
teacher. In contrast, the new e-learning 
places increased emphasis on social 
learning and use of social software such 
as blogs, wikis, podcasts and virtual 
worlds such as Second Life. According to 
Seely Brown, John; Adler, Richard P. 
(2008) E-learning 2.0, in contrast to e-
learning systems not based on CSCL, 
assumes that knowledge (as meaning and 
understanding) is socially constructed. 
Learning takes place through 
conversations about content and 
grounded interaction about problems and 
actions. Advocates of social learning 
claim that one of the best ways to learn 
something is to teach it to others.  
 In addition to virtual classroom 
environments, social networks have 
become an important part of E-learning 
2.0. Social networks have been used to 

foster online learning communities 
around subjects as diverse as test 
preparation and language education 
(Kaur, Manprit, 2011). Mobile Assisted 
Language Learning (MALL) is the use of 
handheld computers or cell phones to 
assist in language learning. Traditional 
educators may not promote social 
networking unless they are 
communicating with their own colleagues 
(Crane, Beverley E., 2009).  
 
Role of Smart Class in e-Learning:  
 Technology benefitted us in every 
aspect of our life right form 
communication to education. In ancient 
days students were taught in a gurukul 
where they were taught by the gurus.  
This tradition of gurukul has been left 
behind with the modernized culture. New 
method of teaching has been introduced 
which is publicly known as smart class. In 
this teaching happens through digital 
instruction materials, 3D animated 
modules and videos, all the renowned 
school is setting a benchmark for using 
this concept. Now the students are 
thrilled at this concept of innovative and 
interactive learning process. The concept 
of digitized classroom has not only made 
the education but it gave the students 
power to enhance their performance 
(Jain, Ravi, 2012). 
 Smartclass is a digital initiative of 
Educomp, which is rapidly transforming 
the way teachers teach and students 
learn in schools with innovative and 
meaningful use of technology. Powered 
by the world’s largest repository of 
digital content mapped to Indian School 
Curriculum, smartclass brings in 
technology right next to the blackboard 
for teachers in the classrooms. Students 
learn difficult and abstract curriculum 
concepts watching highly engaging visuals 
and animations. This makes learning an 
enjoyable experience for students while 
improving their overall academic 
performance in school. Therefore, it is 
clear that a smart classroom is a 
classroom that that has an instructor 
station equipped with computer and 
audiovisual equipment. The following 
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equipments are usually used in 
classrooms for providing ‘smart’ 
education (dillischools.com): 
1. Personal Computer  
2. Overhead Projector  
3. Wireless Internet Access  
4. DVD Player 
5.  Smart Board  
 Smartclass also enables teachers 
to instantly assess and evaluate the 
learning achieved by their students in 
class with an innovative assessment 
technology- smart assessment system - 
designed by Educomp. Smartclass is 
powered by a vast repository of digital 
instruction materials exactly mapped to 
meet the specific objectives laid out by 

different state learning standards. This 
repository is continuously populated 
through the ongoing development at 
Educomp’s Digital Products and Solutions 
group. Smart classrooms are equipped 
with the following: 
• Ceiling mounted LCD projector and 

projection screen 
• Laptop connectivity for both 

Macintosh & PC laptops 
• DVD 
• VCR 
• Sound system 
• Touchscreen Control system 
• Telephone 
• AUX-video Input 

 
Fig. 1: Smart classroom Equipments 

Some classrooms have additional 
resources as shown in Fig. 1, which may 
include: 
• Resident Dual-OS Computer with Mac 

OS X & Windows Vista w/DVD-RW 
(over 30 software titles available) 

• Dual-OS Mac with Windows Vista 
• Microphone (wireless hand-held 

and/or lavaliere) 
• Document Camera 
• Stereo Sound 
• Wireless Presenter/Mouse 
• USB extension cable for Flash drives 
• LCD projector 
• Tabletop screen 
• Cables for laptop projector hookup 

and network connectivity 
• Mobile carrying case  

(soni1220.wordpress.com)  

 The content repository consists of 
thousands of highly animated, lesson 
specific, 3D and 2D multimedia modules. 
These modules are built with an 
Instructor-led design that allows the 
teacher to effectively transact the lesson 
in a typical classroom of diverse set of 
learners. Educomp has also entered into 
partnerships with Discovery Education, 
Deisgnmate Eureka and Crocodile Clips 
adding world-class digital content 
resources 3D Educational videos and 
perhaps the world’s best interactive 
virtual Lab software to its repository of 
content for teachers to use in the 
classroom. The modules are embedded in 
a template that allows the teachers to 
teach a chosen lesson in class, frame by 
frame, with engaging and instructionally 
sound animated set of visuals while 
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retaining complete control on the pace of 
delivery. The curriculum reach unfolds 
from kindergarten to grade twelve 
covering subjects like Mathematics, 
Science, English, EVS, Social Studies, 
Physics, Chemistry, Biology, History, 
Geography, Economics and Business 
Studies (smartclassonline.com).   
 
Advantages of Smart Classes for 
Students:  
 In this age computers play a big 
role in our education. We hear about 
smart classes every day. We all know that 
if a topic is understood by a visual 
method, it becomes more beneficial to 
understand to students. So the demand 
of using smart classes is being forcefully 
raised. ‘Smart Classes’, providing 
education better through presentations 
and videos. I think a student can learn 
better through visualization. All the 
students may not understand the 
teaching methodology of a teacher, but 
can understand by smart classes. This can 
be seen in case of movies, i.e students 
remember movies better than the lessons 
taught in classroom. This type of 
teaching creates an attention called as 
interest in them. So e-learning is 
absolutely better. 
 But this should not be applied to 
all the topics in every subject, because 
imagination and visualization and 
application capability of student 
regarding the subject may be reduced. 
So, smart classes are better only up to 
certain limit (Gowtham, 2012). 
GRoychoudhury, Priyanka (2012) explains 
that Firstly, in smart class mode the 
curriculum is converted into animated 
visuals which not only becomes an 
enjoyable experience for students but 
they can relate to and remember facts 
easily. For them, while learning in the 
classroom becomes a thrilling and 
exciting experience, at the end they find 
abstract and difficult concepts easy to 
comprehend thereby enhancing their 
academic performance. Such teaching 
helps to maintain the student's interest 
and focus by engaging them fully for the 
entire learning experience.  Secondly, 

from the teacher's point of view, with the 
arrival of this digital initiative which is so 
practical to modern time and friendly to 
use, teachers can instantly 
evaluate/assess the learning achieved by 
their students in his/her class. If a 
concept taught is not understood then 
teacher can repeat with greater clarity 
and emphasis. He/she can identify areas 
of student's strength as well as 
weaknesses. These ultimately help the 
student's for better understanding. 
According to S., Jyoti  (2012) smart 
classrooms are very much beneficial in 
teaching-learning process in a school. We 
make use of an appeal to audio-visual 
senses of students in using smart boards. 
These smart boards are like a computer 
screen which is finely handled by a 
teacher and also by students to provide 
active participation. Some of the 
advantages for Smart board used inside a 
classroom are: 
1. Appeal to audio-visual senses: By 
using smart boards in a classroom, we are 
appealing to both the audio sense and 
visual senses of students. Learning in 
such a way is very effective as the 
information is strongly embedded in kids 
mind this way. 
2. No wastage of time: In traditional 
type of classroom, a lot of time was 
wasted in drawing diagrams on the 
black/white boards, whereas in Smart-
boards, diagrams are in memory and thus 
time is utilized more for the active 
learning part. 
3. No chalk Dust: Some teachers and 
even front line students used to suffer 
from chalk dust getting into their eyes 
and lungs. This had ill effect on health. 
Using smart-board we are eliminating this 
health issue. 
4. Virtual field trips: Students are taken 
virtually to field trips while teaching, 
say, a teacher is covering a lesson on 
desert animals, using smart-board, we 
could give a tour of desert like Sahara or 
Kalahari to teach this topic. 
5. Marker Feature: Smart board teaching 
is not 'see-only', we could use special 
markers to underline or mark an 
important location while teaching. We 
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can even write on it to make the concept 
more clear. 
6. Inbuilt library: Smart board has an 
inbuilt library in it which enables a 
teacher to have an instant look at it in 
case of requirement. He/she may not 
have to scan a real library for this. 
7. Active learning: Smart boards leads to 
active learning process where both the 
teacher and the students are involved.  
 This leads to strong reinforcement 
of information in students. Smart boards 
have many advantages and every class 
room should have it for the ease of 
teaching learning process; though I 
strongly believe that only a strong 
motivation is the basic of any learning 
process and can be carried out in any 
situation. Thus, it can be said in the end 
that smart board is such a learning 
process where needs active participation 
of both the teacher and the students. 
This increases the interaction between 
teacher and students during a lesson and 
students do not hesitate to ask any 
question to their teachers if they have 
any doubt in certain topic (Nath, T. D., 
2012). It reduces the effort of the 
lecturer as its most part are done in the 
presentation. It is very difficult for the 
lectures to take continues classes in a 
day without proper rest so this 
multimedia class is a boon for the 
students as well as the teachers 
(Abhinav, 2013). 
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 “If you educate a man you 
educate an individual, however, if you 
educate a women you educate a whole 
family. Women empowered means 
Mother India empowered.” 

- Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru 
 Education is one of the most 
important means of empowering women 
with the knowledge, skills and self 
confidence necessary to participate fully 
in the development process. Historically, 
women have always played an important 
role in public space. Be it Rani Lakshmi 
Bai in ancient India, Bhikaji Cama during 
independence or Indira Gandhi in modern 
India, every one of them is an example of 
success in the public space. There are 
many examples of women who have 
made their presence felt in the domestic 
and international arena. The world has 
taken recognition of India’s growth story. 
However, this is not the whole story of 
India. There is another India which has 
political freedom but doesn’t have 
freedom from hunger, illiteracy and 
diseases. This India also consists of over 
35% women who cannot write their name. 
On one hand we are debating to clear the 
women’s reservation bill, on the other 
hand we have a preference for sons 
resulting in 12 million girls being aborted. 
We use advanced technology in medicine, 
we have the world’s best doctors, and 
the best research methodologies that 
have aided in creating a flourishing 
medical tourism sector in India. Yet, 
India also records the death of one 
woman every 10 minutes due to child 
birth. So, how can we change this India 
to create an inclusive and prosperous 
nation?  Today, the world faces a unique 
set of challenges- economic, social and 
political- that will require collaborative 
innovation and determination of ALL our 
world best minds, before they can be 
tackled. Researches indicate that 
investments in women’s employment, 
health and education, are correlated 

with a range of positive outcomes, 
including greater economic growth and 
children’s health and survival. As women 
progress, everyone in the society gets 
benefits, including men. Tapping into the 
limitless potential of women is not only 
the right thing to do but it is the smart 
thing. Education is the milestone of 
women empowerment because it enables 
them to respond to the challenges to 
confront their traditional role and change 
their life. Education leads women 
towards equality and improvement which 
in turn helps development of a nation. 
 Education is one of the most 
important means of empowering women 
with the knowledge, skills and self 
confidence necessary to participate fully 
in the development process. Historically, 
women have always played an important 
role in public space. Be it Rani Lakshmi 
Bai in ancient India, Bhikaji Cama during 
independence or Indira Gandhi in modern 
India, every one of them is an example of 
success in the public space. Even in the 
current era, women have been playing 
leading roles in all walks of life. India 
saw the first women Prime Minister in 
Indira Gandhi and the first women 
President in Pratibha Patil. Meira Kumar, 
the first women Speaker of Lok Sabha. 
For the first time ever, the Indian Air 
Force is preparing its women officers for 
combat roles. The Navy already has 
women navigators at the forefront. Many 
women CEO’s from India are the world’s 
most powerful, Chanda Kocchar or Indira 
Nooyi. Saina Nehwal became the first 
Indian to win a medal in Badminton at 
the Olympics. Kalpana Chawla and Sunita 
Williams have even conquered space. 
There are many examples of women who 
have made their presence felt in the 
domestic and international arena. 
 Let us discuss a little bit about 
the India of today. India is the 3rd largest 
in the world in terms of GDP. Even in 
these economically tough times, our GDP 
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growth is expected to be around 5.5%, far 
better than most developed countries. 
We are the 52nd country among 144 
nations in the global competitiveness 
index. India is also ranked the second 
most attractive destinations for FDI (after 
China) in the world. We have a 
demographic advantage over other 
countries. Our working age population is 
expected to grow over 30% in the next 30 
years. We have made advances in 
medicine. India has seen zero new cases 
of polio since two years. We have created 
a globally-competitive software industry. 
The world has taken recognition of 
India’s growth story. 
 However, this is not the whole 
story of India. There is another India 
which has political freedom but doesn’t 
have freedom from hunger, illiteracy and 
diseases. One out of three of the world’s 
malnourished children live in India. India 
does not even figure among the top 100 
nations in the Human Development Index 
ranking- 136th as per recent rankings. 
About 97 million people do not have 
access to safe drinking water. This India 
also consists of over 35% women who 
cannot write their name. On one hand we 
are debating to clear the women’s 
reservation bill, on the other hand we 
have a preference for sons resulting in 12 
million girls being aborted. We use 
advanced technology in medicine, we 
have the world’s best doctors, and the 
best research methodologies that have 
aided in creating a flourishing medical 
tourism sector in India. Yet, India also 
records the death of one woman every 10 
minutes due to child birth. 
 So, how can we change this India 
to create an inclusive and prosperous 
nation? Today, the world faces a unique 
set of challenges- economic, social and 
political- that will require collaborative 
innovation and determination of ALL our 
world best minds, before they can be 
tackled. Growing interconnectedness and 
interdependence of people and 
institutions throughout the world has 
resulted into globalization. Influences of 
a global scale touch aspects of everyday 
life, which are multi dimensional having 

large social and political implication.  If 
the nations of the world community gets  
transformed into a global village.  Global, 
inclusive partnerships will be the way to 
solve, together, the most complicated 
problems on the planet. Integrating 
gender dimensions can reduce gender 
barrier, unleash the productive potential 
of women. Researches indicate that 
investments in women’s employment, 
health and education, are correlated 
with a range of positive outcomes, 
including greater economic growth and 
children’s health and survival. If women  
progress, everyone in the society 
benefits, including men. Tapping into the 
limitless potential of women is not only 
the right thing to do but it is the smart 
thing. 
 Women empowerment is a global 
issue. The concept of women 
empowerment was first introduced at the 
International Women Conference at 
Nairobi in 1985. Education is the 
milestone of women empowerment 
because it enables them to respond to 
the challenges to confront their 
traditional role and change their life. In 
the recent years the empowerment of 
women has been recognized as the 
central issue in determining the status of 
women. The National Commission of 
women was set up by an Act of 
Parliament in 1990 to safeguard the right 
and legal entitlements of women. The 
73rd and 74th amendments (1993) to the 
constitution of India have provided for 
reservation of seats in the local bodies of 
Panchayats and municipalities for 
women, laying a strong foundation for 
their participation in decision making at 
the local level. In spite of the effort of 
the Government, education of women is 
still in the state of enigma in India for 
several reasons. The growth of women’s 
education in rural areas is very slow. This 
obviously means that still large 
womenfolk of our country are illiterate, 
weak, backward and exploited. Moreover 
education is also not available to all 
equally. Gender in equality is reinforced 
in education which is proved by the fact 
that the literacy rate for women is only 
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65.46% against 82.14% of men as per 2011 
Census. 
 Education of woman is the most 
powerful tool of change of position in 
society. It brings a reduction in 
inequalities and functions as a means of 
improving their status within the family. 
 Literacy among women opens up 
many opportunities for them for their 
empowerment. Literate women can 
express constructively their talents.  
Literacy among women leads to better 
hygiene, improved nutrition practices and 
greater effectiveness in caring for family 
health. It leads to improved maternal 
competence and lowering of the rate of 
infant mortality, better health status of 
women makes them more productive 
workers both, at home and outside 
leading the way to their equality and 
improvement. Female education leads to 
late marriage and making the size of 
family small. 
  Educated women can make a 
better use of time. Education helps them 
to reduce time which they spend in 
household and non market activities. 
Education among women moves them 
from non monetized sector to monetized 
sector. It allows them to participate 
directly in household economy. This 
enhances their status in decision making 
within the family. It is a major step 
towards their equality and 
empowerment. Illiteracy among women 
leads them to their unequal situation in 
the labour market. Illiterate women and 
women with minimal education 
concentrate mostly on the low paying and 
low end occupation in informal sectors. 
There is no occupational mobility for 
these women due to restricted choice. A 
majority of women are found 
concentrating on domestic or personal 
service. Literacy among women will help 
in drawing them away from the 
exploitative informal sector and give 

them more recognition for their work 
both at household and national level. 
Education helps women to move out of 
agriculture labour into non household 
manufacturing and service occupations in 
the modern sector. Just as literacy 
increases economic opportunities, school 
education familiarizes girls with non 
family social settings and increase their 
skills and confidence to engage in 
productive work outside the home more 
competitively. 
 Education of women will place 
them on an equal footing with men in 
decision making positions in economic 
and political fields. Empowerment of 
women through education will lead to 
their greater participation in Government 
and community institutions. More women 
in Parliament, Cabinets, and Chief 
Executive Officers in major corporations, 
top administrators will lead women 
towards equality and empowerment. If 
women are placed in top decision making 
positions, this will help women to 
progress in all the fields of activity. It 
increases full potential of women. It is 
highly necessary on the part of a nation 
to make women educated. Education 
leads women towards equality and 
improvement which in turn helps 
development of a nation. Women are 
educators of the next generations. It is 
through them that innovations can be 
introduced. It enables women to take 
part in modern life. 
 Literacy and education of women 
change their image and their role within 
the society. It will help change he 
traditional ideas of people about 
women’s role. Development of a country 
is linked with women’s welfare and 
productivity. If women are educated they 
change the behavior of the generation 
that is necessary for a better life.  
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Abstract 

Greatest wealth of any country lies 

not in its natural resources, but its quality of 

human resources. A positive correlation 

exists between technology and economic 

growth. We live in knowledge economy. 

Knowledge is the prime driver of economic 

growth and it can propel the economy to a 

new heights. It is science and technology 

that improves productivity, reduces cost 

and make life more comfortable. It helps to 

face and learn to solve the problems. 

Creativity and innovation are inexhaustible 

source of joy. We need innovation, 

knowledge creation, ideas and original 

thinking which come with engineering 

education. 

 

Engineering Education: Market Vs State 

Economy is the base of society and 

education is its super-structure. Since these 

two are correlated in a dialectic way, 

educational policy cannot be formulated in 

isolation from economic activities of 

society. Hence the reasons for the problem 

of engineering education cannot be traced 

within the confines of educational system. 

Many ills and disorders are outcome of 

absence of manpower planning. During 

1990’s there was a complete change in the 

economic ideology in which state 

participation in education was replaced by 

free market philosophy. Generally 

education is publically provided by every 

nation. Education is a public good. 

Education has huge externalities which 

include high productivity, more national 

income, low incidence of poverty, etc. 

The advocates’ market economies 

opine that the social rate of from higher 

education was found to be lower than 

private rate of returns. Hence, the 

government should not actively involve in 

providing higher education at free of cost. 

Public subsidies for higher education 

should be reduced.  

The individuals who benefit from 

engineering education may be asked to pay 

for education. If engineering education is 

provided at free cost for all, the rich enjoys 

the benefits and the public expenditure on 

education becomes regressive.  

 

Skill   Deficit 

Industry  Readiness  Index 2013  

survey by Purple leap , a company  that 

provides kill bridging support for students  

pursuing engineering courses , indicates 

that only 10 per cent of the engineers 

passing out of  colleges  from Tier 2 cities in 

the country  are employable. Even   with the 

intervention programmes, the students 

struggle primarily due to poor 

communication, analytical and problem 

solving skills. Even worse another report 

states that 30 per cent of the engineers do 

not have basic quantitative skills required 

for day to day life and entry-level 

engineering   jobs. National knowledge 

commission talks about expanding 

provision of higher education without 

sacrificing quality.  In a fast changing world, 

the jobs become saturated with engineering 

degree holders. Employers are looking for 

real skill and knowledge. The colleges do 

not prepare students for real world 

challenges. Many engineering   do not have 

skills and training that the employer is 

seeking. Engineering education is not 

changing in proportion to the changes in the 

mode of production that has been changing 

the result of which is the widening of skill 

gap. Conventional approach to training and 

education will not meet the escalating 

demand for new skills. Government has to 

take drastic measures to bridge the gap 

between the real world situations and the 

present engineering scenario. So, skill 
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element has to be integrated with higher 

education. 

 

Narrow Specialisation 

Arts education can be provided 

along with engineering education. A 

thriving demarcate society require broadly 

trained individuals who can think in 

multiple ways and speak across disciplinary 

and intellectual boundaries. When we look 

at the problem of a society, they are not 

necessarily physics related or have 

something to do with engineering alone. For 

example, every engineering project involves 

cost aspects and hence an engineering 

graduate should know some basic 

principles in economics. Students in any 

branch need to know the economics related 

to the society they live in. The student can 

must have core knowledge of his chosen 

area, but can have a broad knowledge of 

other areas. Engineering can be organic 

intellectuals who can think about society. 

Broad education, not narrow specialization 

is the “need of the hour”. 

 

Affordability 

Engineering education involves 

higher cost. Only those who are able to pay 

can enroll themselves in engineering 

education. Economically poor students with 

high merit very often fail to get admission in 

engineering colleges. The students of 

masses are compelled to receive 

engineering education in sub-standard 

institutions; while economically privileged 

parents are not able to buy good education 

for their children by paying donations. 

Privatization commercialization   will not 

increase enrolment ratio in a poor country. 

It will generate further elitism and deprive 

the socially disadvantaged section and 

destroy the ideals of equity. It will result in 

more discrimination and deprivation. 

Hence, liberal scholarships, loan and other 

facilities can be provided for the poor 

students who aspire for engineering 

education. 

 

Unemployment: A Challenge 

There are over 2500 engineering 

colleges in India, producing over seven lakh 

graduates every year. The IT industry has 

remained the largest job provider over the 

past 15 years, absorbing about 10-15 per 

cent of the graduates. Hiring by public and 

private companies and student pursuing 

higher education constitute about 25 per 

cent. Still there remains a significantly large 

pool of engineering graduates remain 

without proper jobs. Indian manufacturing 

has provided slow employment growth- 

jobless growth during 1990’s. Owing to ever 

increasing automated production, the 

employment elasticity is tending to zero 

which means less and less manpower is 

required for production. The job market is 

not in a position to absorb all the 

engineering graduates in the job market. On 

the other side, the engineering graduates 

lack analytical skill which has lowered the 

employability of student .Even after 50 

papers and many practical tests, logical 

ability of engineering graduates remain 

poor. So, we need skilled workers, not 

indebted graduates overflowing with 

unnecessary information. A   degree 

document is no longer proxy for the 

competency employers need. 

 

Prospects 

The scientific temper of our 

engineering graduates is high. Because of 

this, they are preferred globally in field of 

research and development. Moreover, they 

work hard to actualize their dreams and 

aspirations. The unprecented challenges 

that our economy is facing at present can be 

addressed only by growing number of 

quality engineers who are produced by our 

engineering institutions.  The leading 

engineering institutes emphasize on 

professionalism to nurture future engineers 

through application oriented learning 

which unearth hidden potential and innate 

talents of the students. These institutions 

strive to develop multiple skills – 

communicative, analytical, quantitative, and 

logical and reasoning- to face the challenges 

of today’s complex global economy. These 

institutions arrange series of seminars, 

workshops, symposiums, conference and 

internships which open up the 

opportunities and horizons of learning. 
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Besides providing knowledge domain, 

Engineering institutions impart life skills 

and entrepreneurial skills and inculcate 

passion for innovation and creativity. 

Engineering institutions have excellent 

infrastructure-Wi-Fi campus, committed 

and qualified faculty, state of art computer 

facility, and well –equipped library – which 

enable the students to experience the joy of 

learning and land in lucrative jobs.  

 Many private colleges lack basic 

infrastructure- libraries, broadband 

connectivity for accessing knowledge 

resource, qualified and knowledge faculty 

etc…Strict regulatory mechanism should be 

implemented to ensure that only 

institutions with proper infrastructure are 

allowed to function. The project work and 

implant training are to be strengthened. 

Engineering education remains IT focused 

and needs a broader framework with 

industry participation. Active involvement 

and collaboration among engineering 

colleges, industry and government is vital 

for improving the quality of engineering 

education. 

England became the world power 

because of industrial revolution; America 

became undisputed super power because of 

its technology; China is emerging as a 

strategic nation and global player because 

of its innovation; India can become the 

knowledge capital of the world if it involves 

in knowledge creation. This is possible if we 

utilize the enormous potential and endless 

skills and talents of engineering graduates, 

which is possible if both government and 

private sector work together and provide 

quality education   at affordable price. 

Investment on higher education cannot be 

viewed as unproductive and fruitless. It 

ensures labor productivity and augments 

the process of economic growth. Public 

supported education has a major role not 

only in promoting education but also 

promoting social peace, harmony and self-

improvement. The state has to continue to 

play a critical and dominant role. Any 

reduction in the role of state in providing 

engineering education is not desirable 

because the India’s future depends on the 

next generation of engineers.  
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Abstract 
 Govt. OF India has finalized its 
area of concentration for 12th five year 
plan and the targets to be achieved at 
the end of 5th year on each matter of 
reference.  No doubt it has been 
designed keeping in mind the inclusive 
growth, stabilization and sustainability 
of India.  Keeping in mind these goals we 
are here to discuss and suggest to our 
teachers the role they have to play to 
achieve these goals within the stipulated 
period of 5 years.  As directed by the 
organizers I have to suggest the steps to 
be taken by teacher organizations to 
guide their teacher members to play 
their role effectively with special 
reference to education.  Of course the 
experts and political leaders who drafted 
the 12th plan have kept in mind the 
present conditions in India and the guide 
lines/recommendations made by 
different bodies like UN on various issues 
like eradication of poverty, providing 
education to all children, controlling 
contagious diseases, stopping gender 
discrimination etc.,  Indian Govt. has 
considered the millennium development 
goals suggested by UN as their guiding 
principle. As far as the end points 
concerned they are same for all human 
beings irrespective of the country, race, 
religion, region, gender and political 
philosophy followed by the respective 
rulers of each country.   
 
Introduction 
 However we cannot ignore the 
ground reality existing in each country, 
regarding the distance it has to travel to 
reach the target, the hurdles it has to 
face during the travel and the time frame 
to reach each stage and finally the goals.  
Apart from the conditions existing in each 
country, there is one phenomenon 
common to all countries. It is that ‘in all 
the countries these goals and the 

methods to reach the goals are decided 
by the rulers of the respective country.’   
Whether we are teachers or scientists or 
engineers or doctors or economists or 
daily wage laborers or farmers or 
agricultural laborers or small business 
men or industrial workers or other 
laborers, we have to walk on that path 
already prescribed by those in political 
power to reach the goals.  When the 
whole path and methodologies were 
decided already by them, then where is 
scope for big role for any one of us, in 
particular for teachers.  If we accept the 
path prescribed by the rulers then the 
teachers also have only a very limited 
role to play in achieving the goals of 12th 
plan.   
If at all we think that there is a big role 
for us to play, then it is there in changing 
the path to achieve them. If anybody 
raise our voice to change the 
path/methodology they will be marked as 
‘something’ and the power/rulers will 
see to it that they don’t raise their voice 
against the path.  This is common in 
almost all countries.  
 Let me now come to our country 
which is a big democratic country in the 
whole world.  Democracy means that 
representatives of the majority rule the 
country—of course protecting the rights 
of minorities.  Of the parliamentarians in 
Lok sabha and Rajya sabha, about 
400members representing different 
parties are declared as multibillionaires 
in their election nomination forms (as per 
a data source)—may be in ruling party 
alliance or in opposition alliance.  If we 
count the number of multimillionaires in 
our country it may not cross a few lakhs.  
Even if we count the top upper class it 
may not cross ten percent of the total 
population.  My question is whether these 
parliamentarians represent this top 10% 
or the remaining 90%.  Using the name of 
democracy this group manages very 
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cleverly to get elected in the election 
under some party banner using their 
money power.  Can we think of an auto 
rickshaw driver or agricultural labour who 
does not own a piece of land or an 
elementary school teacher or the real 
representative of working group who 
does not have enough money to compete 
the person nominated by this top 10%, 
contest and win the election to 
parliament?  So I feel that the democracy 
is granted only to the top 10% and not to 
the working group including teachers, 
engineers, doctors, scientists, transport 
workers, agricultural workers, small 
business men etc.,   
 I have not seen nor met any MP 
waiting for a city bus, travelling in it 
during peak hours and getting down at a 
bus stop pushing the people standing 
inside the bus, nor travelling in a 
passenger train standing near the wash 
basin or toilet in the train nor walking 
along the road where no buses are plying.  
I have not met any MP who has admitted 
his / her son or daughter or grand son or 
granddaughter in a single teacher / two 
teachers school or in a school run by 
Gram Panchayats, Municipalities or 
Municipal corporations or by state 
governments.  I have never met an MP 
living in a kuchcha house with thatched 
shed or with a Rexene sheet on the roof.  
MP can get tea in parliament canteen for 
Rs.1, since they get a poor salary of 
Rs.80,000 only per month.  Agriculture 
labour is to pay a minimum of Rs.6 for a 
tea.  I am reminded of Gandhiji who 
removed his shirt when he saw the 
farmers working in my place near 
Madurai without any shirt and said that 
he would wear shirt only when all the 
Indians would be able to get shirt for 
them.  I am also reminded of Ho-Si-Min, 
the leader of Vietnam who denied to 
have the third set of Uniform for him 
saying that he would get the third set 
when all in Vietnam get the third set of 
dress.  None of our MP’s have said that 
he or she would take tea for this price 
(Rs.1/-), only when all citizens of India 
can get tea for this price.  I am 
mentioning this to prove that they are 

not the real representatives of the 
working group in India, who form the real 
majority.  They are only the 
representatives of the top 10%.   
 These upper class representatives 
may belong to different parties.  They 
may often show that they stand with the 
working group raising slogans against the 
ruling party when they are in opposition 
and follow the same path when they 
become rulers.  Both the groups follow 
the same path because that path alone 
will serve their class interest.  Quite 
unfortunately the working group does not 
understand that they form the majority 
and they are not standing in a single 
group to claim their rights in the 
democratic country.  The ruling group 
plays a very cunning role in dividing this 
working group in the name of political 
parties, Caste, religion, region based 
organizations, different category based 
trade unions etc.,  Further they will 
throw ‘free things’ as concession to the 
working group and pass some laws as if 
they wish to protect their interest.  We 
can very well see that the police force, 
Judiciary and the government employees 
are fully brainwashed to serve the 
interests of the ruling class, not the 
common people who actually pay their 
salary through the tax they pay directly 
or indirectly.  The teachers are convinced 
to prescribe syllabus to suit the needs 
and interests of the ruling class. The 
ruling class has convinced almost all in 
the working group that ‘working for the 
interests of the ruling class is their duty’.  
Our common people are mostly working 
with this work consciousness.   
 Before presenting my perception 
about the role I feel it would be apt to 
quote Kothari commission’s report (1966) 
here.  It mentions the following as the 
role of universities in the chapter ‘Higher 
Education’ as follows:  

• To seek and cultivate knowledge 
to engage vigorously and 
fearlessly in the pursuit of 
truth….. 

• To provide the right kind of 
leadership in all walks of life……. 
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• To provide with competent men 
and women …………who will also be 
cultivated individuals imbibed 
with a sense of social purpose. 

• To strive to promote quality and 
social justice……. 

 If we decide sincerely to play our 
role with reference to the above 
objectives, it is my strong opinion that 
we have to change the path which has 
been developed and implemented during 
all these periods –from 1st plan to 11th 
plan.  I don’t have much controversy in 
fixing the targets but totally against the 
path they had followed all these years to 
achieve their goals –for example: 
‘creation of public undertaking, National 
highways and transport system, public 
private (including multinationals) 
partnership in education, health and  
transport, electricity grid system, 
creation of new universities, foreign 
Direct investments, Water management, 
allotment of funds etc., -- because the 
outcomes of these plans have made ‘rich 
becoming richer’ and even to the level of 
multinationals and corporate.  It also 
made middle class become poor and poor 
become poorer.  No human rights 
programs, women empowerment 
programs, child rights protection 
programs, education to children 
programs, agriculture improvement 
programs and health programs were 
implemented effectively during these 
years.  Again the ruling group has made 
use of these programs to make their 
wealth.  The programs were designed in 
such a way that they can make use of 
these programs to meet their goals.   
 India follows ‘Market economy’.  
It implements ‘neoliberal policies’ in 
toto.  The rulers have convinced majority 
in the country that this path is the only 
way to make people of India lives happily 
and peacefully with all comforts.  I 
sincerely feel that this is the most apt 
time to speak about the ‘change of path’ 
and the role of teachers in ‘changing the 
path’, followed all these years.  Election 
to parliament is due in 2014.  All parties 
have started planning their strategies and 
tactics to be followed to capture the 

political power.  I was told by a person 
belonging to a political party that the 
parties are getting ready to spend a 
minimum of ten crores of rupees for each 
MP constituency on an average to meet 
the election expenses.  All parties have 
used their capacity and power to collect 
money to meet this expenditure.  Why do 
they need so much of money in election 
work?  Past experiences show that they 
may go to the extent of corrupting 
voters, belonging to the ‘working group’ 
(90% group) including pampering of their 
loyal groups,  announcing ‘Free 
consumable goods’ and demanding or 
passing some laws in favor of the 
‘working people’ to show that they are 
occupying political power only to serve 
the ‘working people’.  But neither the 
laws nor the schemes have reached the 
last 40%.  Law passed to implement ‘free 
and compulsory education for children 
under the age of 14’ is a concrete 
example to prove this.   
 Before concluding this conceptual 
paper I wish to submit the following for 
the consideration of the audience and 
the teacher organizations in the country.  
This I propose because I am fully 
convinced that if the teachers really wish 
to empower the 90% in all means they 
have to play their role in ‘changing the 
path’, followed in India all these years.  
  
PRE CONDITIONS TO PLAY THIS ROLE: 

• Teachers must understand that the 
present and past rulers do not 
represent the ‘Common people’, 
i.e., the ‘working people’.  But 
these common people constitute 
the real majority of this country. 

• Teachers must get convinced that 
the plans of the rulers, though 
speak often about the uplift of 
‘common people’, ‘eradication of 
poverty’, ‘eradication of 
discrimination in all forms’, 
‘assuring equity and equality ‘, 
‘inclusiveness’ and other welfare 
measures, help only the ruling class 
to become richer and richer by 
using the schemes like free power, 
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land, subsidy and exemption from 
tax payment /loan repayment. 

• Teachers must be able to see that, 
allowing private sector including 
multinationals and corporate to 
occupy service sectors like 
education, health and transport, is 
not an accident but a planned path 
by which they can mint money and 
squeeze money from middle and 
poor class.   

• Teachers must get convinced that 
any change in these decisions can 
be made only by a government i.e. 
by those who occupy political 
power.  Even to bring back the 
black money deposited by Indians in 
Swiss banks, decision is to be taken 
at political level only. 

• Teachers must be able to visualize 
that ‘change in political power 
means change in political 
philosophy and not in changing the 
ruling party or their alliance. 

• Teachers must understand that we 
are not proposing a new political 
philosophy and it is only what was 
included in our constitution as one 
of the guiding principles. Yes, it is 
the “socialist” philosophy. 

• Teachers must be able to see that 
the precondition to bring the 
relevant changes in the path to 
reach the goals is to send the 
representatives of ‘working people’ 
to get the political power and to 
the decision making positions. 

• Teachers must understand that the 
‘working people’ must stand as a 
single group to send their real 
representatives to take political 
power and move the country along 
socialist path.  

 
NOW STARTS THE ROLE OF TEACHERS: 

a) Teachers must explain their 
students boldly inside /outside 
the class room on decisions taken 
by the Government of India and 
make them understand the 
realities of the existing system 
and the need to change the path 

so that the 90%, the real majority, 
gets its share.   

b) Teachers must read, discuss and 
perceive the concept of ‘alternate 
philosophy’ with utmost clarity to 
pave the path for the 
development of common people 
of India. 

c) Teachers must take active part in 
political activities—not party 
activities, I am proposing—and 
take the message to common 
people through the students and 
to those organized as trade 
unions. 

 Let me suggest the following role 
to be played by Teachers’ Associations 
with reference to the role of teachers 
mentioned above: 

1. Teachers’ Associations have to 
organize seminars, discussions and 
debates to get clear 
understanding about ‘the 
alternate philosophy’.   

2. Teachers’ Associations must give a 
call to all trade unions to form 
Joint Action Council of trade 
unions including agricultural 
workers unions at the state level, 
district level, and at taluk level.  
These councils must organize 
seminars, discussions and debates 
to get clear understanding about 
‘the alternate philosophy’. 

 It is again the teachers, who must 
take all steps to bring unity among the 
‘working people’ and fight for their 
common rights as well as on the issues of 
individual organizations.  This is the first 
stage. This unity and understanding must 
be developed to the second stage of 
uniting ‘working people’ whether they 
are organized or unorganized as unions.  
At the third stage the working people 
must be taught about the ‘alternate 
philosophy’. 
 Then the ‘common people’ will 
come know who are their real 
representatives to be sent to political 
power to implement the new path—
socialist path.  Then we can really 
achieve the goals, not only mentioned in 
12th plan but beyond that. 
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Education is a social process... 
Education is growth... 
Education is not preparation for life: 
Education is life itself. 

 -  John Dewey 
 Humanity is ever in the process of 
evolving and there are several stages that 
a human being goes through as he grows 
up. Every human being carries within him 
the potential to reach the summit of 
achievement in his life. Yet some are not 
able to reach their destinies for there are 
hindrances that stunt their psychological 
development. Abraham Maslow and later 
Carl Rogers point out that the needs of a 
human being are to be met for him to 
emerge as a self-actualizing person. 
Broadly speaking these needs could be 
spelt out as psychological need, safety 
need, love and belonging need, self-
esteem need and self-actualizing need. 
The greatest truth is that there is an urge 
in human being to be self-actualizing. 
Hence Robert Browning, a famous 
optimistic and philosophical poet, 
declares: 
"Ah, but a man's reach should exceed his 
grasp, 
Or what's a heaven for?" 
The insatiable quest permeates and 
continues in life. 
 Intellectual formation is indeed a 
primary agent in the process of self-
actualization. Education facilitates the 
search for knowledge and knowledge 
brings in change in a person. The 
cognitive or intellectual education is 
provided in educational institutions. But 
the institutions also bear a tremendous 
responsibility of focusing on wholesome 
education which enhances the person and 
does not feed the mind alone. Mind needs 
information and facts but the person 
needs to channelize his energy for noble 
causes and purpose - driven tasks. 
 Education has the onus task of 
forming the person such an education has 
certain expected results. First and 

foremost it promotes personal growth. He 
crosses the limitations of ignorance. As a 
next step, there is the development of 
creativity in the individual. In entails 
self-directed learning. He becomes an 
individual who knows that learning 
process has to be a constant phenomenon 
in life if he desires to widen his horizon. 
The final point is that he emerges as a 
fully functioning person. He gains 
equanimity that the challenges of life 
cannot thwart his aspirations or break the 
ladder of success. It is evident that 
education is not just transmission of 
knowledge. 
 Nimrod Aloni defines that 
humanistic education is generally used to 
designate a variety of educational 
theories and practices that are 
committed to the world-view and ethical 
code of humanism; that is, positing the 
enhancement of human development, 
well-being, and dignity as the ultimate 
end of all human thought and action - 
beyond religious, ideological, or natural 
ideas and values. According to him 
commitment to humanism implies the 
fostering of the following three 
fundamental tenets. 

1. The first is philosophical, 
consisting of a conception of 
man—men and women—as an 
autonomous and rational being 
and a fundamental respect for all 
humans by virtue of being 
endowed with freedom of will, 
rational thinking, moral 
conscience, imaginative and 
creative powers. 

2. The second tenet is socio-
political, consisting of a universal 
ethics of human equality, 
reciprocity, and solidarity and 
political order of pluralistic, just 
and humane democracy. 

3. The third tenet is pedagogical, 
consisting in the commitment to 
assist all individuals to realize and 
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perfect their potentialities and "to 
enjoy", in the words Mortimer 
Adler, "as fully as possible all the 
goods that make a human life as 
good as it can be". 

 He classifies humanistic education 
into four approaches namely classical 
humanistic education, romantic 
humanistic education, existentialist 
humanistic education, radical humanistic 
education. Overlooking the differences 
among the four forms he emphasizes that 
humanistic education is to empower and 
guide individuals to lead a vital and 
sound life. It means to have thoughtful 
deliberation moral conduct and political 
involvement. Briefly it is to have 
authentic engagement in life and 
discriminating appreciation of beauty in 
both nature and art. 
There are five basic principles of 
humanistic education: 
1. Students should be able to choose 

what they want to learn. Humanistic 
teachers believe that students will be 
motivated to learn a subject it is 
something they need and want to 
know. 

2. The goal of education should be to 
foster students' desire to learn and 
teach them how to learn. Students 
should be self-motivated in their 
studies and desire to learn on their 
own. 

3. Humanistic educators believe that 
grades are irrelevant and that only 
self-evaluation is meaningful. Grading 
encourages students to work for a 
grade and not for personal 
satisfaction. In addition, humanistic 
educators are opposed to objective 
tests because they test a student's 
ability to memorize and do not 
provide sufficient educational 
feedback to the teacher and student. 

4. Humanistic educators believe that 
both feelings and knowledge are 
important to the learning process. 
Unlike traditional educators, 
humanistic teachers do not separate 
the cognitive and affective domains. 

5. Humanistic educators insist that 
schools need to provide students with 

anon threatening environment so that 
they will feel secure to learn. Once 
students feel secure, learning 
becomes easier and more meaningful. 

 Basically there are two kinds of 
learning. Rote learning is meaningless; it 
is like filling up information; the data has 
no bearing as it is not fully assimilated 
and synthesized; and it may not have 
practical application point of view. It is a 
learning that occurs from the neck - up. 
On the one hand, experiential learning 
calls for personal involvement. 
Consequently, it has a great influential 
factor; as a person learns, he internalizes 
what he learns and that enables him to 
transform for his effective transaction in 
life. Internalizing of values and concepts 
makes the learning fruitful and has a 
wide-ranging impact. The second kind of 
learning as suggested by Carl Rogers is 
'self-initiated.' 'It is pervasive and 
influencing the total person, including 
attitudes and behaviour' (18). The unique 
feature of it is that it involves cognitive 
elements and these combine with the 
affective elements involved in personal 
meaning. 
 Car Rogers discusses humanistic 
education and the principles involved it 
it. Human beings have a natural 
prosperity for learning except in few 
cases where the people have serious 
mental problems. When the prosperity is 
kindled, it combines with the curious 
nature to know and wield; next the 
exploratory bent of mind begins to invade 
territories of hard knowledge to fuse with 
the already known; and above all the 
desirous inclination in a being endows 
him with three progressive factors; and it 
leads a person in the process of 
discovering, knowing and experiencing. 
Significant learning is desirable. Yet 
there is an ambivalence towards learning 
as it involves some pain. 'But the gains 
and satisfactions of learning, of 
developing one's potentials, are usually 
greater than the pain, and learning 
continues' (19). Secondly significant 
learning takes place when the subject 
has relevance for the learners' purpose. 
The speed and time may vary. He affirms 
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that 'a person learns significantly only 
those things which are perceived as 
involving the maintenance and 
enhancement of the self (19). If the 
learning demands a change in self-
organization or the perception of the 
self, it becomes a threat or it is resisted. 
However, if there is a supportive 
environment it decreases the threat and 
allows the learner to try initiatives 
towards success. 
 When threat to self is at low 
level, learning can proceed. Threat leads 
to distortion of perception or even to 
paralysis of thinking and action. Next, 
experiential involvement with practical 
or real problems promotes learning. 
Another major factor is that self-directed 
learning is meaningful and relevant. Such 
self-initiated learning involves both the 
feelings and intellect of the person and it 
is not something imposed upon. 
'Independence, creativity and self-
reliance are all facilitated when self-
criticism and self-evaluation are basic 
and evaluation by others is of secondary 
importance' (20). Finally there is a 
continuing openness to experience and 
change is the central point of life. 
 In a fast and changing world, 
storing information and acquisition of 
knowledge become obsolete. -B©- 
education cannot be just imparting of 
knowledge. 'Humanistic education does 
not neglect or minimize cognitive or 
intellectual development. The facilitative 
conditions promote such development, as 
well as fostering affective or emotional 
growth, which is considered an important 
aspect of education' (42). Education has 
to form a fully functioning person. 
 A fully functioning person, Carl 
Rogers says, has certain characteristics 
such a person fosters sensitive openness 
to experience ad remains a creative 
person; secondly since one is free from 
defensiveness, one's basically good 
nature will manifest itself; one is 
constructive and trustworthy; thirdly he 
is dependable but he cannot be predicted 
since he responds to the unique pattern 
of internal and external stimuli; and. 
lastly such individuals choose and 

experience freedom and they behave in a 
satisfying and self actualizing way (43). 
The fully functioning person is adaptable 
and has learned the method of learning. 
He states explicitly: 
 The only man who is educated is 
the man who has learned how to learn; 
the man who has learned how to adapt 
and change; the man who has realized 
that no knowledge is secure, that only 
process of seeking knowledge gives a 
basis for security. Change , a reliance on 
process rather that upon static 
knowledge is the only thing that makes 
any sense as a goal for education in the 
modern world. (21) 
 It involves personal growth and 
the development of creativity and self-
directed learning. Brian Hill shares 
similar ideas and points out that 
creativity and divergent thinking aspects 
of cognition promote the holistic process. 
Relying on oneself and carrying on with 
perseverance is the basic objective of 
education. Education prepares a person 
to become part of the working 
environment. 
 In the article "What Humanistic 
Education Is And Is Not" it states 
humanistic education is an educational 
approach which means: 
1. Humanistic education teaches a wide 

variety of skills which are needed to 
function in today's world—basic skills 
such as reading, writing and 
computation, as well as skills in 
communicating, thinking, decision-
making, problem solving and knowing 
oneself. 

2. Humanistic education is a humane 
approach to education— one that 
helps students believe in themselves 
and their potential, that encourages 
compassion and understanding, that 
fosters self-respect and respect for 
others. 

3. Humanistic education deals with basic 
human concerns—with the issues 
throughout history and today that are 
of concern to human beings trying to 
improve the quality of life—to pursue 
knowledge, to grow, to love, to find 
meaning for one's existence. 
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 Dr. Bhim Rao Ambedkar was an 
educationist. He excelled in several 
fields; he was a Professor of Philosophy 
and held D. Litt in Literature; and he was 
also a Doctor of Science, L.L.D and bar-
at-law. He was a revolutionary. He knew 
about the caste ridden Indian society and 
was aware of the discrimination that tore 
apart the society. The economic disparity 
did not merely cause a cleavage but the 
downtrodden lived a life of misery. The 
economic and caste divisions in society 
cast a dismal condition. In this scenario 
he sought education to be one of the 
rectifying measures against the maladies 
of the society. 
 He has advocated the policy that 
'everyone has a right to learn. Learning is 
as necessary for man to live as food is. 
Learning without character is dangerous 
(442). Ghatak states that Ambedkar 
propagated English to be the medium of 
instruction for its facility of opening a 
window to the information and 
philosophical thoughts around the world. 
Regional languages as medium of 
instruction have the disadvantage and 
they tend to lock the door to the world. 
His strong conviction was that 'an 
educated man without character and 
humility was more dangerous than a 
beast' (224). We can draw that a man 
needs to be educated but the emphasis 
hinges on the character formation. 
 Character is more important than 
education. But it does not signify that 
education is less valuable. He claims that 
knowledge is the foundation of man's life 
but it needs to cultivate an attitude of 
respect and reverence towards 
fellowmen. It is a complex web which he 
analyses with clarity. A man has to lead a 
life of culture which requires that there 
is the cultivation of mind as distinguished 
from the satisfaction of mere physical 
wants (Sharma 41). Further he clarifies 
that if one's education is detrimental to 
the welfare of the poor, the educated 
man is a curse to the society. A striking 
balance is expected of an educated 
person. 
 He also adds that every individual 
needs to cherish an ambition to cause an 

impact in society for one who strives the 
capacity to rise and his progress 
contributes to the nation. He is a hard 
core realist for he opines that equality in 
society may be a fiction. Nevertheless, it 
ought to be a governing principle. When 
it operates, the society can move 
towards an egalitarian society and 
education has to be an agent causing the 
change. Education has a function to fulfill 
and that is to create moral social order. 
The purpose of education is to build a 
society where the much-cherished three 
principles of equality, liberty and 
fraternity are held high. 
 Education, according to 
Ambedkar, makes men fearless; it 
teaches them unity; it makes them 
understand their birth rights and teaches 
men to struggle and fight for freedom. If 
education does not achieve these 
purposes, it is a failed system. At a large 
scale, 'it safeguards the interests of 
humanity' and 'brings stability in the 
society' (120). Disparity pervades due to 
lack of education. Hence he favours 
compulsory education especially for the 
downtrodden and backward classes. 
Mishra points out the Ambedkar stresses 
on the curriculum that promotes 
character development, self-realization 
and self expression. It should be framed 
to create a feeling of self-dependence 
and it implies that employment has to be 
the basic necessity that gets fulfilled. 
Besides creating interest and enthusiasm, 
it should develop the talents of the 
students. The success of education does 
not depend on conferring degrees but in 
engaging them in constructive work. 
Ambedkar wants education 'to promote 
intellectual, moral and social democracy' 
(Mishra 121). While he insists on women's 
education, he visualizes that the 
development in society is equally 
proportionate to the extent women 
receive education. 
 Education is an instrument of 
social change. The goal of education is 
truth, universal happiness and classless 
society. He believes that education brings 
transformation and it should be available 
for all. He objects to class structure of 



Vol. 1                            Special Issue 1                      June 2013               ISSN : 2320 –2653 

 

Shanlax International Journal of Education        42 

 

education: 'The higher classes received 
the highest education. Their children go 
to ... foreign universities.... Here in this 
country you find really two nations - a 
ruling nation and a nation which is a 
subject nation. The backward classes are 
all subject people. They have no 
authority in any place' (qtd in singh 10). 
Contending on this basis, he has 
presented the weakness and flaw in the 
educational system and makes it clear 
that the quality education should be 
available even for the economically 
backward people. 
 Ambedkar's educational 
philosophy has a futuristic vision and so 
stresses on spread of knowledge for 
which there are two prerequisites namely 
formal education and literacy. Without 
formal education the accumulated 
thought and experience relating to a 
subject cannot be made accessible to the 
young and which they will never get if 
they were left to pick up their training in 
informal association with others. Without 
formal education he will not get new 
perceptions. His horizons will not be 
widened and he will remain an ignorant 
slave of his routine work. (Singh 9) 
 He is also keen on cherishing the 
heritage of the wisdom of great people. 
Taking a stand against illiteracy, he has 
vouchsafed the spread of knowledge. And 
above all, he focuses on the independent 
research work to be carried on. 
 Gandhi's view of cultivating art 
and craft has been an alternative method 
for making education practical and the 
crafts man has a chance of self 
employment. But, Ambedkar differs from 
Gandhi and analyses, 'it did not lead to 
new perceptions. It did not widen 
horizons, with the result that the 
practical education taught him only an 
isolated and uniform way of acting so 
that in a changing environment the skill 
turned out to be gross 'ineptitude' (Singh 
9). He believes in the reformation of 
society and it can occur only through the 
change in mind. 
 Human emancipation seems to be 
the prime concern for him. It is grounded 
in humanistic philosophy. As a humanist 

he stands for freedom, prosperity and 
happiness of mankind. Reformation 
occurs with the reformation of the mind 
of man and the collective mind of the 
society. Holding on to radical vision, his 
quest for life rests on social justice and 
social reform. He has a strong faith in the 
potency of education in bringing about a 
social change. His educational thoughts 
are based on social humanism. Singh says 
aptly that 
 Ambedkar wants to 'develop 
sacred morality through education' (272). 
He quotes Ambedkar 'There must be 
knowledge made available to all. In the 
complex world man lives at his peril and 
he must find his way in it without losing 
his freedom' (272). His contribution in the 
field of education is remarkable 
compared to the educational views of 
other philosophers and educationists. In 
order to provide opportunity to the 
underprivileged, Ambedkar demanded 
the Government to adopt the following 
policies: 
 *t* Unless compulsion in the 
matter of primary education is made 
obligatory and unless the admission to 
primary school is strictly enforced, 
conditions essential for educational 
progress of backward classes will not 
come into existence. 
• Unless the recommendations made by 

Hunter Commission regarding the 
education of the Mohamedans are 
applied to the depressed classes their 
educational progress will not be an 
accomplished fact. 

• Unless entry in the public services is 
secured to the depressed classes 
there will be no inducement for them 
to take education and 

• Unless the provision of scholarships 
and hostels for the depressed classes 
is taken up there will be no scope for 
the boys who are in bad shape to take 
to education (singh8). 

 It becomes clear that the Indian 
situation necessitated that these policies 
are given due place that the inequality 
would be set right and justice would be 
established. 
 



Vol. 1                            Special Issue 1                      June 2013               ISSN : 2320 –2653 

 

Shanlax International Journal of Education        43 

 

 Criticism that his educational 
philosophy is rather narrow as it is 
concerned with the depressed class 
cannot be accepted for his analysis of the 
condition of society cannot be neglected. 
Fair and judicious evaluation of society 
would only confirm what he had 
demanded. 
 He has posited 'my final word of 
advice to you is educate, agitate and 
organize, have faith in yourselves. With 
justice on your side, I don't see how we 
can lose our battle. It is a battle for 
freedom. It is a battle for the 
reclamation of the human personality' 
(Singh 6). Education is the only weapon 
of the downtrodden to fight against 
limiting forces. Ultimately, it is to 
preserve the personality that is called 
for. Education endows one the power to 
preserve the human rights and safeguard 
the values of mankind. 
 Comparing the. views of 
Ambedkar on education with the recently 
evolved views of Carl Rogers and others 
on humanistic education, it evinces that 
the views align so strongly. For example 
Ambedkar stresses on reclaiming 
personality through education. He 
stresses on the curriculum that is not 
based on rote learning but provides scope 
for expressing one's own thoughts and 
lends itself to character formation; it 
also implies that experience is to be the 
key tool in learning; Creativity has to be 
encouraged. Further he believes that 
noble thoughts and wisdom of the past 
have an influential learning and so human 
beings can change and changingess is a 
chief criterion of humanistic learning. 
 Ambedkar's affirming views with 
regard to education are practically 
directed for he asserts education, 
wealth, labour are all necessary for every 
individual if he is to reach a free and full 
manhood. Mere education without wealth 
and labour is barren. Wealth without 
education is brutal. Each is necessary to 
everyone. They are necessary for the 
growth of a man. Growth of individual 
and development of personality are 
bound together. Therefore he insists on 
value integrated curriculum. Ambedkar 

does not have a narrow view of self 
growth and self development but its 
effectiveness is to spread for he expects 
the educated to be the causal factor of 
social change. Social unity can be 
achieved through collective 
responsibility. Reformation of the mind 
of an individual and of the collective 
mind of society is inseparable, if 
education is genuinely purposeful. 
Campaigning education that too quality 
education for all he has visualized the 
truth that education cannot be neglected 
at any cost and he expects the Govt, to 
invest a larger revenue on education. 
Ambedkar has kept the human 
development as a fundamental principle 
for which education is necessary and his 
ideology of humanistic education, if 
implemented and practiced, it would 
cause revolution and create a society of 
equality, fraternity and liberty. 
 Humanistic education develops 
basic skills, vocational skills and also 
includes other skills. Promoting 
cooperative learning it paves way for 
greater academic achievement. It 
enables inculcating values and values 
clarification. It encourages the 
democratic and humanitarian values of 
tolerance, self-respect, freedom of 
thought, respect for others and social 
responsibility. It helps to learn useful 
skills for living and gives the skill to deal 
with problems. In short humanistic 
education needs to be advocated, 
practices and strengthened. 
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Abstract 

A teacher who imposes his/her 
belief system on students damages the 
students. Drona was an efficient teacher 
but was instrumental in destroying his 
students. He could not make his students 
serving the society. He sought his glory 
and they searched their fame and name. 
Ekalavya, an unconventional and earnest 
student of Drona, was victimized by 
conditioned and perverted teacher 
Drona. Gramsci’s reflections on 
traditional and organic intellectuals may 
help us to analyse the above situation 
better. Drona belongs to the category of 
traditional intellectual whose thought 
and actions were derived ultimately 
from past and present class (caste) 
relations.  

Socratic pedagogy was a good 
method to form independent, creative 
and critical attitude and conviction 
among learners. The task of philosophy is 
formation of individuals and 
transformation of society which are 
possible by the birth of conviction in the 
learner. Individuals may consider 
external influences while taking 
decisions but finally it is one’s own 
conviction that reflects in action. 
Socratic Method is rearticulated by the 
dialogic model of Paulo Freire. 
 
Introduction:  

This paper is a philosophical 
discourse on the ideal role of a teacher 
by describing different teacher models 
and perspectives. Drona is considered as 
a bad teacher model and Socrates is 
regarded as a role model for teachers. 
These teacher models indirectly 
communicate healthy attitudes and ideal 
principles of a teacher. As the paper 
studies on the general characters of a 
good teacher irrespective of the response 
and level of students, the nature of an 

ideal student is not discussed. Yet the 
students of Drona and Socrates were 
enthusiastic and eager to study.  The 
above two characters are analysed from 
the philosophy of education of Antonio 
Gramsci and Paulo Freire.  

Drona was praised by all as a 
great acharya or teacher of martial arts. 
Nobody challenged his proficiency and 
skill. But his professional excellence was 
eclipsed by his timid and selfish deeds. 
He became notorious by deceiving 
Ekalavya. The episode of Ekalavya is 
depicted in the Sambhava Parva of the 
epic Mahabaharata. Drona had many 
prominent disciples. Both Kauravas and 
Pandavas, and many other princes from 
far and wide studied under him. “And 
hearing reports of his (Drona) skill, kings 
and princes, desirous of learning the 
science of arms, flocked to Drona by 
thousands. Amongst those that came 
there, O monarch,1 was a prince named 
Ekalavya, who was the son of 
Hiranyadhanus, king of the Nishadas (the 
lowest of the mixed orders). Drona, 
however, cognisant of all rules of 
morality, accepted not the prince as his 
pupil in archery, seeing that he was a 
Nishada who might (in time) excel all his 
high-born pupils. But, O oppressor of all 
enemies, the Nishada prince, touching 
Drona's feet with bent head, wended his 
way into the forest, and there he made a 
clay-image of Drona, and began to 
worship it respectfully, as if it was his 
real preceptor, and practised weapons 
before it with the most rigid regularity. 
In consequence of his exceptional 
reverence for his preceptor and his 
devotion to his purpose, all the three 
processes of fixing arrows on the 
bowstring, aiming, and letting off 
became very easy for him.”2   If the 
student has his/her goal, and dedication 
to achieve it, teacher is only an image 
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not an authority. The greatest difficulty 
of Ekalavya was the non availability of a 
qualified teacher due to his low birth. If 
Drona was a good teacher, Ekalavya 
would have been the best student. This 
unfortunate act challenged Ekalavya to 
seek new opportunities of learning. He 
succeeded in achieving it through an 
unconventional pattern. He proved that 
the learning ability was of the student 
not of the teacher. Ekalavya converted 
his limitations into creative facilities of 
learning. He proved that the learning was 
internal and the primary prerequisites of 
learning were unending urge and 
steadfast effort. 

Ekalavya can also be regarded as 
an earnest student who was victimized by 
a conditioned and perverted teacher. “ 
'The Pandavas then, having made 
themselves acquainted with everything 
connected with him, returned (to the 
city), and going unto Drona, told him of 
that wonderful feat of archery which 
they had witnessed in the woods. Arjuna, 
in particular, thinking all the while, O 
king, Ekalavya, saw Drona in private and 
relying upon his preceptor's affection for 
him, said, 'Thou hadst lovingly told me, 
clasping me, to thy bosom, that no pupil 
of thine should be equal to me. Why then 
is there a pupil of thine, the mighty son 
of the Nishada king, superior to me?" 
Vaisampayana continued, 'On hearing 
these words, Drona reflected for a 
moment, and resolving upon the course 
of action he should follow, took Arjuna 
with him and went unto the Nishada 
prince. And he beheld Ekalavya with body 
besmeared with filth, matted locks (on 
head), clad in rags, bearing a bow in 
hand and ceaselessly shooting arrows 
there from. And when Ekalavya saw 
Drona approaching towards him, he went 
a few steps forward, and touched his feet 
and prostrated himself on the ground. 
And the son of the Nishada king 
worshipping Drona, duly represented 
himself as his pupil, and clasping his 
hands in reverence stood before him 
(awaiting his commands). Then Drona, O 
king, addressed Ekalavya, saying, 'If, O 
hero, thou art really my pupil, give me 

then my fees.' On hearing these words, 
Ekalavya was very much gratified, and 
said in reply, 'O illustrious preceptor, 
what shall I give? Command me; for there 
is nothing, O foremost of all persons 
conversant with the Vedas, that I may 
not give unto my preceptor.' Drona 
answered, 'O Ekalavya, if thou art really 
intent on making me a gift, I should like 
then to have the thumb of thy right 
hand.' Drona, understanding Ekalavya’s 
inner urge, aptitude and devotion to the 
cause, determined to obstruct his path of 
development. It was also an attempt to 
throttle potential threat to the high born 
disciples. A teacher who discriminates 
disciples is a bad teacher.  

Vaisampayana continued, 'Hearing 
these cruel words of Drona, who had 
asked of him his thumb as tuition-fee, 
Ekalavya, ever devoted to truth and 
desirous also of keeping his promise, with 
a cheerful face and an unafflicted heart 
cut off without ado his thumb, and gave 
it unto Drona. After this, when the 
Nishada prince began once more to shoot 
with the help of his remaining fingers, he 
found, O king, that he had lost his former 
lightness of hand. And at this Arjuna 
became happy, the fever (of jealousy) 
having left him.”3 Is it not a heinous act 
and wretched of all tragedies? Is it not a 
betrayal in the form of recognition? The 
most painful incident in Mahabharata for 
me is the story of Ekalavya. It should be 
the most painful thing for a teacher, 
because obstructing the potential growth 
of a student is the cruelest act that a 
teacher can do against a student.  
 Drona was a master in his 
profession, skilled in teaching yet utterly 
failed as a teacher. He witnessed his own 
disciples fighting each other. He 
participated in the destruction of the 
clan of which he was an official teacher 
and protector. Finally, he himself was 
killed dishonourably and treacherously by 
his own most loved disciple. The story of 
Drona is one of the many tragedies 
narrated in the Mahabharata to teach us 
the value of niskama karma. One who 
uses one’s office or duty for personal 
gain loses its fruit as well as oneself. On 
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the contrary, if it is dedicated to the 
good of everyone, both the actor and the 
society gain.  Drona, as a teacher and as 
a person, failed, because he was 
possessive of his disciples and his 
intention was to use them for personal 
gain. The purpose of education was to 
create socially responsible members who 
would work for the welfare of society. 
Instead of training the disciples for the 
functioning of the public welfare, he 
made use of them for his gains. “And 
having accepted them all as his pupils, 
one day Drona called them apart and 
making them touch his feet, said to them 
with a swelling heart, 'I have in my heart 
a particular purpose. Promise me truly, 
ye sinless ones, that when ye have 
become skilled in arms, ye will 
accomplish it.'”4 He demanded from his 
disciples nothing but vengeance against 
Drupatha. Many teachers are keeping 
their students around them for their 
pleasure. Teachers who attempt to 
convert disciples into their slaves defeat 
the purpose of education, especially 
philosophy education. All who create 
discipleship for personal interest spoil 
the career of the disciples as well as the 
scope of  Discipline.  

Antonio Gramsci, a prominent 
Italian communist, a researcher and 
pedagogue, can be regarded as an 
Ekalavyan who translated his prison 
restrictions into facilities of learning and 
intellectual reproduction. He provided 
new terminologies and concepts to social 
sciences which he had coined to 
overcome prison censorship. Similarly he 
contributed new interpretations and 
different revolutionary strategies and 
approaches to Marxian praxes. Gramsci 
reflected on the traditional and organic 
intellectuals as class based and class 
biased. Their timely intervention 
stabilized the class interest. According to 
him traditional intellectuals are those 
professional intellectuals who regard 
themselves as autonomous and 
independent of the dominant group, for 
they are the “categories of intellectuals 
already in existence and which seemed 
indeed to represent an historical 

continuity uninterrupted even by the 
most complicated and radical changes in 
political and social forms.”5 For 
example, teachers, clergy, and so on. 
They belong to different social groups 
and their areas of activities are not 
restricted to one or the other group.  
Although they seem to be independent, 
they really are not. They are allied to the 
dominant group and assist it in the ruling 
society.  

Organic intellectuals are “the 
thinking and organizing element of a 
particular fundamental social class. 
These organic intellectuals are 
distinguished less by their profession,..., 
than by their function in directing the 
ideas and aspirations of the class to 
which they organically belong.”6They 
belong to the dominant group or the 
ruling class and think for it. They 
organize society in favour of that group. 
Traditional intellectuals may not be 
aware of the way they support the 
interest of the dominant group when they 
insist on following the existing 
(customary) norms which in a way 
promote the dominant interest. On the 
contrary, organic intellectuals firmly 
alter customary morality for the sake of 
the class interest. I would like to see the 
nepotistic approach of Drona from the 
Gramscian perspective on education. This 
enquiry may help us to analyse present 
academic scenario and identify the 
modern Dronas. 

Drona belongs to the category of 
traditional intellectuals whose thought 
and actions were derived ultimately from 
past and present class (caste) relations.7 
Drona did not manipulate the customary 
morality to protect or promote the 
interest of dominant group, but simply 
followed its norms. He observed caste 
norms to prevent Ekalavya from getting 
education. Those guidelines of caste 
system were part of customary morality 
accepted and approved by society. Thus 
he behaved as a protector of laws by 
remaining neutral to the parties involved. 
The attitude ‘I am just helping people to 
practice the laws in society’, fails to see 
the questions beyond the moral norms.  
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Siding with law is in a way convenient to 
side with the dominant social group; 
therefore traditional intellectuals are not 
acting autonomously.  Drona was happy 
to be a traditional intellectual, because 
caste norms protected his interest.  

The modern state entrusts the 
education system with certain public 
responsibilities. One among them is the 
consolidation of the national interest 
above regional differences by the 
homogenization of all divergent 
traditions and people. “Scientific ideas 
were intended to insert the child into the 
societas rerum, the world of things, while 
lessons in rights and duties were intended 
to insert him into the State and into civil 
society.” 8All newly formed nation states 
found instruction through education 
system as the best method for the 
assimilation or integration of all 
communities and cultures into the 
national homogeneity.  

In this regard, we have to notice 
the cunning contrast of the traditional 
Indian education system. It assured 
continuous and devotional support and 
services of all communities and cultures 
through segregation. While the members 
of one segment of society was instructed 
on their station and their duties, the 
others were made aware of their 
difference and accordingly their different 
duties by way of non- instruction.  In 
other words, formal education to one 
group was an informal education to 
another group about their duties and 
respective rewards.  

Gramsci analysed the school 
system with his Socratic eye. He found 
two levels in school learning. They are 
active school and creative school. The 
entire common school, according to him, 
is an active school which stresses the 
duty of the state in moulding future 
generations.9 Such schools are conformist 
in nature that develop those values 
among students which will positively and 
progressively support the existing 
structure of society. They train the 
students to be the disciplined volunteers 
in future.  

Creative school is the culmination 
of the active school. Creative does not 
mean school of “inventors and 
discoverers” as usually meant. Individual 
innovations become creative when they 
become social. Creative school aims at 
the expansion of personality through the 
“collectivization” of the social type. “It 
indicates that learning takes place 
especially through a spontaneous and 
autonomous effort of the pupil, with the 
teacher only exercising a function of 
friendly guide-as happens or should 
happen in the university. To discover a 
truth oneself, without external 
suggestions of assistance, is to create-
even if the truth is an old one. It 
demonstrates a mastery of the method, 
and indicates that in any case one has 
entered the phase of intellectual 
maturity in which one may discover new 
truths.”10 But creative students need not 
be critical. Though they are not critical 
enough to transform the social maladies, 
they are able to understand and regulate 
their situations in a publically agreeable 
manner. In this regard Ekalavya is to be 
appreciated as an earnest student, so 
original and responsible in doing his 
studies extremely well without any 
formal support. Absence of teacher did 
not affect his education, but only the 
presence deterred his ability. A critical 
student realizes the perversions of a 
teacher and politely rejects his/ her 
wicked intentions.  

Socrates exemplifies a selfless and 
wise teacher. Socrates is well known for 
his ironical withdrawal from asserting and 
imposing his knowledge but helping 
students to draw knowledge from and by 
themselves. He was unwilling to fill the 
empty vessels as Sophists were 
practicing. Socrates, as a discoverer of 
knowledge and not a giver, realized 
argument or dialogue as the best and 
correct method of unveiling the truth. 
“The dialectical process as Socrates 
practiced it was dynamic and hopeful. At 
worst, the participants learned that 
although they may not have found the 
answer, or the meaning of justice, the 
good life, or courage, they were each at 
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least a bit clearer than before.”11 
Socratic dialectics was the dialogue 
among equals. To create a proper 
situation for dialogue Socrates, the 
wisest of all, remained low on par with 
the participants. Thus every student had 
the courage to enter into dialogue. 
Knowledge evolves in students. In the 
process of gaining knowledge teacher is 
not the final answer to all questions and 
doubts; on the contrary teacher is the 
facilitator of generating questions and 
doubts and helps students to find 
solutions. Some teachers mistrust the 
learning ability of students and the 
different sources of their learning and 
insist on learning only from them. They 
are very happy when they complete 
syllabus, because they think that the 
students learn everything when they are 
taught. A contemporary pedagogue Paulo 
Freire expresses his aversion, “Education 
is suffering from narration sickness.” 12 
He names this pedagogic practice as 
banking system of education. According 
to it, students are depositories and 
teachers are depositors. He condemns 
banking system of education in the 
following manner. “It involves vertical 
relationships between persons. It lacks 
love, is therefore, acritical, and cannot 
create a critical attitude. It is self- 
sufficient and hopelessly arrogant. In 
antidialogue the relation of empathy is 
broken. Thus antidialogue does not 
communicate, but rather issues 
communiqués.”13 Antidialogue is 
doctrinal and therefore intolerant to 
difference and condemns any form of 
negation. Until students reach the point 
of negation, there will be no growth. 

The dialectical method of 
Socrates was critical in approach. It 
exposed the ignorance of the organic 
intellectuals of the dominant group of 
that time. As they were arrogant, they 
felt that they were humiliated by him 
and finally he reaped the fruit. Socratic 
pedagogy was a right type of methods to 
form independent and creative attitude 
and conviction among learners. It made 
the learner autonomous. An autonomous 
learner realizes the difference between 

right and wrong in the convention and 
expresses ‘no’ to wrong by substituting it 
with improved ‘right’ or ‘yes’. Plato, the 
disciple of Socrates, was not a 
reproduction of Socrates and Aristotle, 
the student of Plato negated Plato in 
many respects. They, together and 
independently formed the foundation of 
European philosophy.  
 
Conclusion 

Learning is not merely concerned 
with procuring information. The 
knowledge should form individuals and 
transform society which are possible by 
the birth of conviction in the learner. 
Individuals may consider external 
influences while taking decisions but 
finally it is one’s own conviction that 
reflects in action.  

Socratic goal was to bring out 
truth, because he asserted that the truth 
was able to take one to goodness. Indian 
systems went one step ahead and 
declared that every kind of knowledge 
and skill should be used for the well 
being of the community. Knowledge is 
not a means for personal gain or fame 
but provides proper ways to participate 
in the wellbeing of the people. A good 
teacher should facilitate learner to gain 
information, formation and to participate 
in transformation. 
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Abstract 
 The real harmony of any society 
can be matured only through mutual 
understanding and a friendly 
relationship. Children especially are 
susceptible to fear anxiety, confusion, 
perplexity and so end up in withdrawal 
and become reserved and tend to 
become a silent victim or an aggressive 
violator. We need to build the child's 
sense and sensibility in the right 
direction. For this we need a homely, 
healthy and friendly atmosphere at 
schools as well as at home. Here is a 
brief demonstration of a venture to build 
the child's haven. 
 
Major problems of the Juvenile - Feel 
their pulse 
 The child must feel secure first in 
its enclave of school as well as home. 
The problems may arise due to 
misunderstanding or misconception or 
maladjustment. Every day the child feels 
the nerve and pulse of the classroom 
atmosphere and it needs to adapt to it in 
a successful manner. Every day's class 
work as well as homework becomes a 
task to the young children. How could 
they express and explain it to their 
teachers? 

 
Make every school a home! 

• The major problem is the ratio 
proportion of the child vs. teacher. 
This leads to the backlog- students 
become shy and diffident. 

• In schools there are programs like 
the sports day, anniversary day and 
so on. Only during such occasions 
the whole school interacts. Not 
otherwise. 

• The psychological theory propounds 
that the child can feel close only to 
their immediate peers or elders. So 
a single teacher cannot look into 
the mind and heart of each and 
every child and analyze. The 

problems have to be sorted out 
every day and every occasion. For 
this why not we build up a a self 
help web - society among the 
students. 

  
Self help - web society- Imagine 
 The immediate seniors can be 
more close and friendly to the immediate 
juniors. 
 
Share - problems -Feelings 
 The child has problems like, lack 
of confidence Sensuous distortion of 
feeling , or sexual diffidence or problems 
of poverty and so on can be shared and 
analyzed by the self-help web society and 
have some remedy then and there . This 
could build up the high- hopes and 
confidence level and self-consciousness 
and self thinking in due course. Above all 
it promotes a web society instead of a 
linear or hierarchy society.  Every day 
there should be a communion of the 
senior class with the junior. This is to 
help the juniors to work out their class 
work as well as the home work. For this 
every day they need to spend hardly 
thirty minutes. This is applicable to the 
classes of elementary and secondary 
class. The higher secondary students can 
manage on their own. Even for them the 
teachers can arrange communion class 
every alternate day. They can be given 
the moral responsibility of looking after 
the primary and elementary students. It 
will be just like a primordial parentage 
experience to the seniors. They will 
groom themselves in child- psychology.  
The secondary level has to be arranged 
according to their class order. For 
example the sixth standard should help 
the fifth standard. Through this they also 
get a revision of what they had studied 
previously. It gives them a strong feeling 
and base on the subject. Every day they 
can be encouraged to communicate in 
English right from 1st standard. 
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The Children 
They are the spring season, 

• They are the salvation of us 
• Nurturing faith and hope 
• With their blush of innocence* 
• The truth in their deep heart 
• Blooms into the fragrance Of 

eternal beauty and duty 
• To enrich this world into 
• The very heaven we believe. 

How to improve communication skill 
 
Introduction:  
 The present trend of Indian 
education has grown to such heights as to 
meet out the international standards. We 
have dedicated staff and equally fervent 
students. We can be proud of the 
evolutionary plethora in the education 
field. But we have been caught in a knot 
as far as English language teaching is 
concerned. Due to the British advent we 
were kept abreast in English education. 
But the aftermath education, policies and 
political extravaganza has altered the 
trend of English learning. Now, the 
present trend of universalism: demands 
overture to give significance to the 
learning of 

• With lovely smile and candor, 
Sprung from the eternal 
belief, 

• That abounds this universe 
• Never getting tired of living 
• The marvel of god's creation-

English language. 
 The rote method usually followed in 
cannot fill the necessity and void of 
English learning effectively. Though the 
students are able to learn well they find 
it difficult to cope in the higher studies 
due to lack of language usage. They are 
especially poor in written and spoken 
language. It has given a jolt to the 
present education committees on the 
whole. Where is the actual paucity? Of 
course, it has become the challenge to 
the present Indian society on the whole. 
 We need to make a balanced way 
to promote the learning of English. We 
have to keep in mind the educational 
theories that focus on allowing the child 
to learn at its own pace. But certain 

things like, culture, wisdom and 
rationality has to be inculcated in the 
child if the child is not aware and in 
some cases we may have to make them 
understand the necessity of learning the 
essential and vitals in a methodical way. 
(Let us not spare the rod and spoil the 
child) learning can be more effective if it 
can be accentuated to logical 
understanding and learning. We try to 
teach either in piecemeal or through 
work books in English medium schools. In 
the state board syllabus the child is 
taught only in piece meal method. They 
are not able to get a complete picture of 
the chapter to be learnt and the 
necessity and application of it as far as 
grammar is concerned. For example the 
twelve tenses are never taught in one 
unit and the child never gets a 
comprehensive view of its, kinds, usage 
etc. These are the basic and fundamental 
aspect of English language and it's based 
on the common day to day logic. Unless 
the students are going to learn this and 
understand it, we can never expect them 
to grow to our expectations as far as 
English language learning is concerned. 
Unless the child learns the complete 
chapter and its uses it is difficult for the 
child to make a comprehensive picture. It 
needs sometime for the mind to accept 
the terms and words used in grammar 
application. So in the beginning stage the 
students need to undergo at least two or 
three hours at a stretch to make them 
get the complete picture of a concept in 
grammar and also their ears must learn 
to accept and recognize the odd terms in 
English grammar usage. This is what the 
students coming from countries like, 
china, Korea are made to do. The first 
year they spent completely in learning 
the language and its basics. 
 In the present scenario we have to 
train the language teachers thoroughly in 
the usage and logic of the grammar 
lessons. This, when they get familiar can 
transfer to their wards and students.  
They should be made thoroughbred. For 
this, we need to start programmes to 
train them. The lessons for them should 
be based on logical application and the 
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lessons need to be given as complete 
compact units. For this we need to 
employ some professionals to coach 
them. The syllabus also needs to be 
framed in an exhaustive manner and the 
time for coaching minimum six months.  
 
Conclusion:  
 The present trend of science and 
technology and the attraction towards 
materialism (commercialisation) has 
screened the eyes of visual thinking. So 
we have lost the gusto for imagination 
and fancy. Literature has become an off 
handed subject. Since there is not 
enough approval, it has become very 
likely that literature will soon become 
depleted. So we need to give 
encouragement and due approval to 
literature. 
 
What is rationalistic learning of 
grammar? 
 Introduction:- Nowadays there is a 
trend that it is not essential to learn 
grammar in order to have a good skill in 
spoken English. It is enough if one knows 
the method to express their ideas and 
point of view. But, this cannot be done 
effectively unless one carries out the 
sense along with the ideas expressed. If 
there is paucity of sense, the listener will 
find it difficult because the idea cannot 
be assimilated to the fullest extent 
unless it sounds sensibly. Sensibility of 
common life is the central core of 
grammar. Let us rehearse of how to make 
grammar learning meaningful and 
significant. 
 This concept of grammar teaching 
is an augmentation from my personal 
experience. I opine it will be effective 
and useful. I am sure there will be better 
methodology to teach grammar. But my 
part I would like to express. 
 In any language learning, we have 
to apprehend the four skills of language 
learning, i.e. listening, reading, writing 
and speaking skill.  Our  academic 
curriculum focuses on language with less 
concern. We have to give more 
importance and implication to make it 
more effective and systematic. In any 

learning, the process like, memorizing, 
practicing, understanding, analyzing, 
synthesizing synchronizing of literary 
merit and mind is essential. Even if it is 
not possible to reach a high pedestal, we 
must make sure that the students don't 
suffer the incongruity and diffidence of 
language snag 
 Importance of silent reading: - 
Reading in a consistent way gives a 
learner the affinity and magic touch of 
bondage. We have to encourage the 
students to read novels, journals and 
articles according to the necessity of 
their charismatic need. Reading novels is 
most effective for the following reasons. 
1. A native English writer is very casual 

and at ease when he wants to express 
views, ideas and feelings. They also 
make use of many idioms, phrases 
and the language will be especially 
rich in, being precise, flowery and 
crisp language usage. 

2. There will be a rich and variant use of 
diction. The reader can gather many 
of them with contextual meaning. 

3. Through this the reader will incur the 
intricacies of language usage. Since 
the authors are native speakers they 
will write in top order sentence 
formation and also express more 
lucidly. Through this the reader can 
learn high tech language usage as 
well as the worldly wisdom that 
pervades the novel. 

4. The children can be encouraged 
through reading comics. 

 Loud reading: - Most of the 
students who learn English as a foreign 
language find it difficult to overcome the 
influence of their own mother tongue. 
For example in all Indian languages the 
phoneme and alphabet are congruous 
whereas in English the alphabet taught is 
not perfectly in match with the sound 
produced. The students need to have 
phonetic knowledge and how to refer the 
dictionary. The system of pronunciation 
is also wrongly synchronized by the 
students. So in order to make them learn 
the apt pronunciation we need to give 
them loud reading practice every now 
and then in the hostel, home, or class. 
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It's very difficult both to the learner and 
the teacher if they don't comprehend and 
compliment each other's communication 
and rapport. The students can become 
more adept in English by regular 
practice. 
 Listening practice: - Every now 
and then the teacher has to read out 
passages from books and pin point the 
method of production. The better 
learners can also be made to read out in 
the class. They can also be encouraged to 
form a communion in the hostel and 
practice reading for half an hour daily.. 
We can also make them listen to famous 
speeches by great speakers. They can be 
encouraged to listen to channels like, 
CNN, Discovery, and National Geography 
and so on. Now and there can be 
workshops by experts and articulate 
speakers. 
 Writing skills: - We have not been 
really successful in making the students 
rewrite on their own the essays of 
lessons. This is the sordid fact of even 
those who are at college level and those 
who do research and professional 
courses. It is a pessimistic situation in the 
process of learning. We have been facing 
some distorted and peculiar situations 
that have led to such poor state of 
affairs. But now we are trying to make 
amends to the misappropriations based 
on 'mother tongue' fervor. Today it has 
become a pain staking process. Neither 
the education system nor the government 
nor the student community feels 
satisfied. It is just like flying attempts 
without even wings. So English learning is 
more painful and challenging. 
 Writing skill- a review Its utmost 
important that we need to inculcate in 
the students, the confidence and skill, to 
write their own lesson essays. This is 
feasible only in the English medium 
schools. But the mother tongue medium 
students suffer without this skill. Mostly 
they are not given the right intuitive. So 
they develop their own fallible style. It 
becomes very difficult to erase their 
fallibility and make them realize the 
significance of better English. As we 
know that the learning of grammar and 

its application alone can give them a 
better edge. Sometimes the teachers 
themselves aren't aware of the grammar 
parts that are a must, to make them 
proficient in writing. 
 
Modern education - preview 
 Don't let your worries eat your 
heart; for it is where you live along with 
your loved ones. Be natural to avoid 
frustration, for being natural you need to 
groom your heart to be simple direct and 
truthful to your own impulse. This world 
has everything you need and you don't 
need to worry about anything. Learn 
something new, useful to fulfill the days 
dream and feel the satisfaction. 
 
The prophetic education 
 Nothing is ambiguous in 
education. It's the very light that has 
glowed in human thought, deed, need 
and life. It has shaped the human 
dimension and the art of living. So it is 
utmost important not to stifle its spirit. 
Its very soul is the beacon of life and 
living. We need to nurture and safeguard 
it at any cost. 
 
True education 
 Education builds the persona and 
the liveliness to live in this world. It is as 
vital and immortal as life itself for it is 
the never ending search for the ultimate 
reality of truth. So education never ends 
and never gives up the confidential hope 
and let our faith in it be as strong and 
equal to it. Only those who dare can 
reach new heights. Anonymous. Novelty 
of education. Education has no 
guidelines. It is as flexible as we deem it 
to be. It never chants and changes its 
view. It is as good as naught. It never 
compels or demands. Without education 
this world would have been primitive. It 
has many facets, to state one or two- 
philosophy, science, mythology, 
psychology etc it's infinite in discipline. It 
is the silent guide in life. 

 
Educational value 
 It needs to touch ones heart, open 
up ones mind, kindle the spirit and 



Vol. 1                            Special Issue 1                      June 2013               ISSN : 2320 –2653 

 

Shanlax International Journal of Education        55 

 

comfort the soul. Above all it should 
breed hope and faith in the form of 
fraternity amidst the common multitude. 
Tell no one a secret if you want it to live, 
likewise adore the truth if you want to 
live. Find the truth from learning it. 

 
Social education 
 The society should provide the 
best education to its citizens. That only 
can give back to the society the profit of 
education. The society can be vibrant 
and vivacious. The world has grown to its 
fullest potential due to the diadem of 
global education. The vista of 
globalization can gain momentum only 
thorough global education. 
 
Conclusion:  
 Apart from the practical 
educational problems, students also need 
to have moral and spiritual confidence 
and values. For example problems like 
nuclear war, global warming does affect 
their subconscious mind. So we need to 
give positive solutions to curtail them. It 
is the responsibility of the egalitarian, 
educated society. We must promote 
global education trend and global 
citizenship fervor among our education 
system. 

  
Synopsis of the paper:- 
  have dealt with 'practicable 
learning processes' and 'how to improve 
communicative skills.' The practical 

learning process' discuses the practicable 
changes in every day school regulation 
which can bring out a positive change in 
education method. We need to hardly 
spend the last one hour as preparation 
period. It also deals how the 'self help 
web society' can bring some radical 
changes in education system. It can build 
up the confidence level, the learning 
spirit and also a communion feeling 
among the student community. How to 
improve communication skill in English' 
deals with the ordeals faced by the 
student community both in schools and 
colleges. I have also dealt with some of 
the practical problems and the method to 
overcome them. We also need to cope 
with the universal standard of learning 
and education. We need to bring out 
global citizens and join the stream of 
universalism. Apart from enhancing the 
system and value of education and 
learning we need to bolster the morale 
and spiritual candor of the younger 
generation or that we need to meet out 
the challenging task of shaping the socio, 
political values and we need to bring out 
positive resolutions to stem the universal 
cataclysms like nuclear threat, global 
warming and so on. It cannot be ignored 
and waived off. We must bring out some 
practicable approach and solution to 
improve the philanthropic temper and 
kindle the radiant feeling of hope and 
faith among the upcoming generation. 
We must shape a future indeed! 
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Abstract 
 Education, as a social institution, 
has to tread in the path of the reciprocal 
growth of the nation and of the 
Individuals. But, in the present world 
where there is ‘sea of information’, 
what is lacking is the epistemological 
inquiry into the paths that education has 
to stride. The present article humbly 
attempts to unravel the avenues which 
educational system of India has 
conveniently avoided, mainly the social 
consciousness. Firstly a bird’s eye view 
of the present educational system and 
the direction it was forced to move in 
the present society will be sketched out. 
Then the article will touch upon what 
social consciousness is and what our 
educational system lacked to offer to the 
young minds and the justifications of 
imparting the social consciousness. 
 
Introduction 

In today’s world education is a 
contentious issue for various reasons as it 
is a means made for attaining diverse 
ends down the centuries. In general, 
education is always associated with the 
overall development of the personality of 
the individuals and the development of 
their nations. Education as such is a 
complex phenomenon and it is 
understood from different vantage 
points. However, one should not lose 
sight of the predominant place education 
has to play in a person’s personal life and 
also in the development of a nation. A 
cursory look at the way education was 
understood in India would bring out the 
role it has played in our society so far.  

In the earlier period education 
was looked upon as a pride and it was 
indeed a privileged and precious one 
accessible only for a selected few. In 
India all were not allowed to get 
education as it was in the hands of a few 
privileged ones, like the so called higher 

caste people. Only after the advent of 
British rule, in spite of the unfreedom 
India had to combat, a space was opened 
for the forbidden fruit, education, also to 
the deprived ones. But what kind of 
education was followed and for what 
purpose was it implemented is a question 
needs a thorough scrutiny which cannot 
be done in this article as the scope of the 
article is very limited. Anyway, in 
principle, education for all was promoted 
after the British rule and many got 
educated. But the pertinent question 
whether education was a boon or a bane 
in India still remains to be answered.  

The present article is a humble 
attempt to unravel the avenues which 
educational system of India has 
conveniently avoided, mainly the social 
consciousness. The article would explain 
what social consciousness is and what our 
educational system lacked to offer to the 
young minds and the justifications of 
imparting the social consciousness. The 
social consciousness of the Indian society 
must have been imbibed into the 
curriculum itself to instil in the young 
minds from the inception of their 
schooling so that they would grow as 
persons who become conscious of their 
social milieu and become conscientious 
persons in order to make phenomenal 
changes in the Indian society in view of 
its overall development. Before entering 
into the portals of the social 
consciousness of Indian society, it is 
mandatory to have a bird’s eye view of 
the present educational system and the 
direction it was forced to move in the 
present society. It is to be done just to 
be in touch with the educational scenario 
so that the caveats could be signalled as 
to where our educational system has 
lacked its appropriate paths to travel. 
The article, in any way, does not claim to 
exhaust any areas it attempts to unravel, 
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as the subject is a very vast, complex and 
also complicated.   
 
The Present Educational Scenario  

Much ink is spilt on the situation 
of today’s educational system. Most of 
the opinions by famous educationists 
would surmise the fact that education 
has moved away from its charitable 
nature to commercial nature. Education 
is understood as a right of the citizens 
despite the socio and economic situations 
of the individuals. Therefore, it is 
understood as the paramount duty of the 
State government, the parent of the 
citizens, to offer education to all. This 
kind of understanding implies that 
education is a social necessity and it is a 
life-long process and it should be given to 
all without any discrimination for the 
sake of the welfare of the individuals and 
of the society. Commercialization and 
profiteering were not accepted as the 
legitimate goals of educational 
institutions according to Indian ethos in 
the past. Education has been accepted as 
an obligation and duty of the State that 
must be substantially financed by the 
exchequer.  

Most of Primary and Secondary 
Schooling and Higher Education (Arts, 
Science and Engineering and others) had 
been entrusted to Private Institutions in 
the recent past and the adverse 
consequences are reaped now. The 
privatized education has become a big 
trade and big business and their 
educational institutions have become 
service industries. Education has become 
a hot selling market commodity now. 
“According to Santos, Capital Growth in 
education has been exponential showing 
one of the highest earning rates of the 
market. It has earned in four years from 
1996 an increased value of 240% while 
London Stock Exchange valorisation rate 
accounted in the same period for 65%. 
365 billion dollars was the profit 
worldwide in the educational industries”. 
(Sekar Chandra, C.P. 2011).   

Mukesh Ambani and 
Kumaramangalam Birla, in their Report 
on “A Policy Frame work for Reforms in 

Education”, submitted to the Prime 
Minister’s Council on Trade and Industry 
in April 2000 considered Education as a 
very profitable market”.(Mukesh Ambani 
and Kumaramangalam Birla Report, 2000)  
For the growth of any country it is 
estimated that at least 25% of the youth 
of the nation must be educated. In our 
country, even after 63 years of 
Independence, only 10% of the youth 
have access to Higher Education. This 
ratio is less than the average of lower 
middle income countries in the world. 
Even in Sri Lanka it is 12%. That is why 
the Kothari Commission (1964 - 66) had 
recommended 6% of GDP to be set apart 
for education but till today it is only 3% 
spent on education in India. After the 
advent of Neo-Liberal Policies at the 
behest of WTO, FDI has become the 
watch word, and catch word in all the 
fields. Education is not an exemption. 
Now at the height of all problems, the 
entry of foreign universities bill is 
waiting. On the one hand our country is 
ready to offer red carpet welcome to the 
foreign universities; on the other, many 
of our youth would like to graduate 
themselves in foreign countries. 
“National Foundations of the US reports 
in 2006, more than 63,000 of 2,79,000 
foreign graduate students enrolled in US 
universities in 2004 were Indians. Of 3238 
Indian recipients of Science and 
Engineering doctorates in the US in 2003, 
nearly 90% planned to stay on in that 
country, with 2/3rd having definite plans 
to stay.” (Sekar Chandra, C.P. 2011).  
The statistics reveal the fact that the 
potentials of the creamy layers will not 
be of great use to our country, despite 
the fact that they have used the money 
of our country for their education in 
some form or the other.  

Having visualized all the adverse 
problems of education, the Kothari 
Commission in 1966 said, “The destiny of 
India is now being shaped in her class 
rooms. This we believe is no mere 
rhetoric. In a world based on Science and 
Technology, it is education that 
determines the level of prosperity, 
welfare and security of people. On the 
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quality and number of persons coming 
out of our schools and colleges will 
depend on our success in the great 
enterprise of National Constitution whose 
principal objective is to raise the 
standard of the living of our people.” 
(Sekar Chandra, C.P. 2011) Immediately 
after the Kothari Commission, our Nation 
became aware of the need of education 
for all and its purpose is the prosperity of 
the individuals and the welfare of the 
nation.  Hence, based on the Report of 
the Kothari Commission, the National 
Education Policy of 1968 was announced 
with lofty objectives. “The Government 
of India is convinced that a radical 
reconstruction of education on the broad 
lines recommended by the education 
commission is essential for economic and 
cultural development of the country, for 
National integration and for realizing the 
ideal of a socialistic pattern of society. 
This will involve a transformation of the 
system to relate it more closely to the 
life of the people; a continuous effort to 
expand and intensive effort to raise the 
quality of education of all stages; an 
emphasis on the development of Science 
and Technology; and the cultivation of 
moral and social values. The educational 
system must produce young men and 
women of character and ability 
committed to national service and 
development.” (Sekar Chandra, C.P. 
2011). But the existential truth is other 
way about.  

The present educational system 
has fallen prey to the predatory elements 
that preach the ideology of the market 
place as the solution to every issue. 
Privatization and corporatization of the 
Higher Education has enormously changed 
the pattern of the present educational 
system. Corporate culture and corporate 
values tend to shape the logic of most of 
the Higher Educational Institutions. 
Academic skills are understood in terms 
of market values. Education efficiency, 
accountability and quality are redefined 
by them in market terms. Courses and 
curricula are recast as industrial 
commodities. Teacher and students 
relations are marked through the 

consumption and production of things. 
Thus, the privatized education has 
become a big trade in the global market.  
Mushrooming of nursery, primary and 
secondary private schools and the private 
engineering colleges would endorse the 
above-said perils.   

While analysing the present 
educational scenario which is liberalized 
and privatized in the globalized world, 
one must be critical enough to 
understand that from among the students 
who are educated (about 10% of the 
youth) many go to abroad after studies in 
India  and settle there or settle in abroad 
after being graduated there itself. The 
kind of education they get does not 
reveal the fact that they develop their 
overall personality, neither have they 
endeavoured sincerely to work for the 
development of the nation.  

By the very fact that the educated 
youth wants to abandon our country and 
willingly allow thimself to be the service 
providers of other countries clearly 
indicate that their love for their Mother 
Land is neglected. Also, the statistics of 
today show that alarming 70% percentage 
of the present youth suffers from tension 
and anger and about 50% of the youth 
have the tendency to commit suicide. 
This kind of statistics is out recently in 
the Dailies and the various TV channels. 
It is not the indication of the healthy 
trend of the youth. This marked 
behaviour of the youth is not good for the 
present society as the menace will spoil 
the family units spreading its wings to 
other social forums.  

Its cancerous growth will also 
affect the expectant future of our 
country which strives to become a global 
superpower in the near future.  This kind 
of deviant behaviour of the youth results 
from the primary concerns of many of our 
educational institutions. In the present 
educational system many educational 
institutions are more concerned with 
sending cheap labour force, the students, 
to the Multinational Companies and the 
Corporates than worrying about preparing 
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them for developing their own 
personality and also preparing for the 
overall development of the nation.  
 
The Nature of Education  

In the words of John Dewey, The 
great American Educational Thinker, 
“Education is the development of all 
those capacities in the individuals which 
will enable him to control his 
environment and fulfil his 
responsibilities”. (Aggarwal, J.C., 1993, 
P. 6). Wider meaning of Education is 
given by John Stuwart Mill “... A human 
soil is in constant interaction with his 
environment. This interaction results in 
the modification of human behaviour or 
education”. (Aggarwal, J.C., 1993, P. 6).  
He equates the overall human behaviour 
with education. Whether it is Formal 
Education (Schools, Colleges and 
University Education), or Informal 
Education (Home and Society) or Non-
Formal Education (Open University, Open 
Learning or Correspondence), education 
has to reflect the social pattern of the 
society.  

According to John Dewey, “... the 
process of education has two sides: a 
psychological and sociological... All 
education proceeds by the participation 
of the individual in the social 
consciousness of the race. He regarded 
school as a social institution which 
purifies and idealizes the existing social 
institution”. (Aggarwal, J.C., 1993, P. 
76). But the present education scenario 
in India is dismal and disheartening when 
the words of wisdom on education from 
famous educationists are thought of. An 
American educationist Edmund W. 
Gordon goes a step further when he 
points out, “It is the task of the teacher 
to educate – to educate for change – to 
educate through change – to educate for 
orderly planned revolution. If necessary, 
to educate through more disruptive 
revolutionary actions” (Aggarwal, J.C., 
1993, P. 83). Since education is a social 
process the educationists have developed 
the concepts on education from the point 
of view of the society in terms of its 
relation to the individuals. In fact, the 

relationship between the individuals and 
the society must be mutually rewarding. 
But the present educational system has 
made the students a kind of ‘academic 
bonded-labourers’, who are forced to 
abide by the big corporate as it is 
mentioned elsewhere.  
 
Distorted Nature of Education 

After the privatization of the 
primary, secondary schooling and the 
colleges, the individual personality of the 
students is forgotten, the overall 
potentiality of the individuals is ignored 
and the overall development of the 
nation is thrown overboard. All of them 
are geared towards in a unidirectional 
manner fulfilling the market values. The 
schools and the colleges take pride in 
announcing that they have opened the 
gates for such courses in their institutions 
and are able to produce skilled 
‘labourers’ for the market. The 
potentially capable students or the 
students who can make themselves 
capable to work for the market throng to 
those institutions and allow themselves 
to be trained like ‘broiler chickens’, 
never worrying about the external world 
and its existential predicaments. The 
attractive salaries make the parents slog 
for those institutions and they feel proud 
when their sons and daughters become 
‘broiler chickens’ to hatch lump sum 
salaries. But they tend to forget that the 
life of the broiler chicken is numbered 
and so also their sons and daughters, in 
the literal sense. After having sucked the 
potentials of the individuals in a shorter 
period of time, they all will be chucked 
out mercilessly. They become worn out in 
their forties, frustrated and unaware of 
anything else excepting the routinized 
labour force that they provided so far to 
the markets.   

The irony of today’s generation is 
that they are not aware of the way they 
are adversely affected in the name of 
education and even if they become aware 
of it, their logic of protest is completely 
clouded by the false needs created by 
the consumer world. In paraphrasing the 
words of Herbert Marcuse, it can be said 
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that a comfortable, smooth, reasonable, 
democratic unfreedom prevails in the 
lives of the present day educated youth, 
a token of the present educational 
system. (Marcuse Herbert, 2002, P. 1.) 
For them it would not be easy to 
understand that they are working like 
‘bonded labourers’ in the academic field 
and their so called happy life is 
numbered because “all liberation 
depends on the consciousness of 
servitude and the emergence of this 
consciousness is always hampered by the 
predominance of needs and satisfactions 
which, to a great extent, have become 
the individual’s own”. (Marcuse Herbert, 
2002, P. 7) 

The present article’s intention is 
not to elaborate the perils of the present 
educational system. It is sketched out 
mainly to drive home the idea that the 
so-called educated youth are not going to 
become the yeast of the society to 
change it radically for its well being 
mainly because they lack the social 
consciousness. Or put differently, so far 
it has not been an existential fact and 
the truth is always the other way about.   
 
An Urgent Need for the Social 
Consciousness in the Educational 
System of Our Society 

Every society is unique and so 
every nation. Our India is uniquely unique 
for many reasons. It is endowed with 
multi cultures, languages, geographies 
and so on. Education is expected to serve 
as the unifying factor in the diversity of 
Indian society that is, it has to help the 
individuals to go beyond the frontiers of 
the differences and bring them together 
to contribute their fullest for the 
development of the nation as a whole. 
On the contrary, the educational system, 
which is devoid of social consciousness, 
disrupts the personality of the youth and 
makes them fragmented. They are 
neither in tune to their personality nor in 
harmony with their social milieu. It 
results in the loss of their interactive 
nature called interpersonal and 
intrapersonal relationship with the 
existing society as they have learnt to 

internalize the exploitative consumeristic 
perception of many of the present 
educational institutions. In consequence, 
some become a kind of parasites in the 
society sucking the social fibres and many 
become numb to the social issues 
attacking the social marrow. In any case, 
the society faces a stunt growth. 

The above-mentioned rupture in 
the personality of the youth, thanks to 
the present educational system, 
aggravates another important social 
phenomenon which is unique to India. 
The obnoxious caste system, which is 
ubiquitous, insidious and hideous, 
penetrates all walks of Indian life and has 
already made the social interaction 
ineffective. Even to understand how the 
caste system is ingrained in the minds of 
Indians is difficult. Gopal Guru says that 
“untouchabilitiy as a dynamic reality 
tends to produce experience, which is 
always in excess of (these) textualized 
sociological and anthropological 
descriptions. Hence, available 
descriptions are often inadequate to 
capture the totality of the meaning that 
emanates from this dynamism. This 
dynamism warrants a fresh 
perspective...” (Guru Gopal, 2009) and 
he goes on stating that there is a need 
for a different fresh perspective. Such is 
the difficult situation of caste in Indian 
arena. It is a menace in the Indian 
society. In the words of Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar, “Caste divides the Hindu 
society into various groups with varying 
degrees of prestige, responsibility and 
circles of social inter-course. The castes 
within the caste system are distinguished 
from one another by the existence of 
special rights for some groups and 
disabilities for others... This has also led 
to a definite social structure with the 
Brahmins at the top and the Harijans at 
the bottom.” (Ambedkar, B.R., 1988). 
This social menace, the caste system, is 
socially institutionalized and legitimized 
and religiously sanctioned. Therefore, it 
has already gone into the marrow of the 
bones of Indian life.  

In this caste ridden society that 
divides, the role of education was 
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thought to bring the hardbound scenario 
to harmony and unison and make social 
intercourse among the so-called high and 
low caste people a possibility, but this 
rightful expectations are shattered by the 
present educational system as it is 
emptied of social consciousness. In the 
earlier period, in the name of caste the 
social interaction was made impossible 
and impermissible in all walks of life by a 
privileged few in the open arena and the 
so-called lower caste people were 
deprived of their rightful education for 
centuries. The advent of British rule 
broke open the ‘hard nut to crack’ 
situation to some extent so that the less 
advantaged sections of the society could 
enter into the educational institutions. If 
only the educational system had the 
concern for the social consciousness, the 
existing adverse situations could have 
been averted or reversed to some extent. 
But it has made the situation worse. In 
the past, the public declaration of 
‘pollution’ in the name of caste denied 
the social intercourse of people 
impossible. Now it has become latent in 
terms of class divisions which have 
widened the gap between the so-called 
higher and the lower caste people. The 
caste-mindedness is not practised very 
openly by the public today, but it is 
diffused in the present world in different 
social settings. So, besides being 
blatantly peripherized, the deprived 
people are also covertly marginalized in 
terms of poverty, unemployment, 
sickness and so on due to the loopholes 
present in the educational system which 
deprived the individuals of their social 
consciousness and it has resulted in 
drastic consequences in the society.  

The present educated youth is 
alienated from their own personality and 
their own society. The privatized 
educational system gives importance to 
alien language, alien culture, alien job, 
alien food habits, alien life style and such 
alien false needs. The individuals are 
intoxicated with ‘alien concepts’ 
internalizing  pseudo selves and become 
blind to get in touch with the ground 
reality of their own personality and their 

own society. To know oneself and to 
know the society in which one lives is 
indeed mandatory for the growth of any 
nation. “Life is a solidarity. We are all 
invited in the happenings of the universe, 
every action has universal repercussion”. 
(Panikkar Raimon, 1998, P.30). If 
education forgets that life is a solidarity 
and both the individuals and the society 
to be analyzed wholly, then, life in any 
society will be miserable. Education is 
not an isolated unit of the society. It is a 
lifelong process which has two sides: a 
psychological and a sociological as John 
Dewey rightly observes. To cater to the 
needs of both any education must 
concentrate on the reciprocal growth of 
the overall personality of the individuals 
and the social needs of the present 
world. Hence, the need for 
contextualizing education is a categorical 
imperative.  
 
Conclusion 

There is a saying that ‘A teacher 
is one who teaches the student that 
there is no need for a teacher’. The 
implication is that the students are 
allowed to develop their own potentials 
by becoming aware of their selves. The 
need for the same is to commit 
themselves in the development of their 
society. But, most of the present 
educational institutions have become 
unidirectional to cater to the needs of 
the markets. The present article has 
attempted to emphasize that 
contextualizing education is to have  
social consciousness in the educational 
system so that there will be considerable 
and constant growth in the country.  
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What is the status of education in 

the context of 21st century where 
everything is weighed in terms of money 
and profit and the whole scenario is 
gripped with anti social elements? We 
witness various kinds of misdeeds, 
imbalances and manmade calamities in 
diverse forms. Individual life is cramped 
and embittered by jealousies, repression, 
inhibition leading to all kinds of disorders 
and destructive impulses. National and 
international life is based on unhealthy 
irrational competition at the cost of and 
the exploitation of weaker groups and 
nations. At this juncture what would be 
the justification for the academician to 
held their head up to declare that 
education does stand as symbol of 
civilization, provides  value based 
foundation, strengthens emotional and 
intellectual quotient equally and build 
spiritual beings to promote human dignity 
and divinity to make the world livable 
.The current situation is very much  
threatening and pose a real challenge to 
all the  committed professionals involved 
in the field of education to check and 
recheck the ultimate aim of education 
and its implications.   

Mahatma Gandhi said “Education 
without character is a sin” Mr. Kothari 
rightly pointed out that science and 
Technology is exploding but wisdom is 
imploding, it is shrinking. The National 
policy on Education 1986 also rightly 
registered its growing concern over the 
erosion of essential values and increasing 
cynicism in society. My contention would 
be our system of education makes little 
and no provision either for the 
development of the moral and spiritual 
potentialities or for the growth of social 
consciousness of students. Amidst of all 
the dangers the following would cripple 
the society sooner. 

The malaise of today’s education 
may perhaps be best described in the 
words of Dr. K.G.Saiyidain, “Inspite of 

great advance in our knowledge, inspite 
of our progress in the perfection of 
scientific technique, in spite of our 
incredibly increased control of natural 
forces and physical resources, we have 
failed to make constructive use of our 
intelligence and have allowed our 
destructive impulses to dominate 
national and international life”.  

 
Education as business and its impact: 

Earlier, education was considered 
sacred, and there was a lot of respect for 
educated people. But, today it is more of 
a business. Before, educational 
institutions were run by learned men, 
whose main motto was to teach people, 
they were dedicated only for education. 
But now, anybody who wants to make 
money starts an educational institution. 
For big businessmen, educational 
institutions have become a mark of pride. 
They just want to establish an institution 
for fame and to turn around their money. 
Private institutions believe to extend 
quality education but they are the one 
mint money.  The novelty for ‘foreign’ 
language which is believed to be a 
measuring rode of one’s status in this 
competitive world forces even the middle 
and marginalized class to admit their 
growing generation in the reputed  
private institutions to compete with 
creamy layers to reach the heights. This 
again causes another hazard for the 
lower class     producing inferiority 
complex amidst the top class students. 
The intellectual caliber and the 
economical opportunities certainly differ 
due to ‘cash’ differentiation this again 
becomes an impediment for a child to be 
herself but always battle against the 
reality and the demands.  If the first 
inception for a child or an adult into an 
institution either for admission or for an 
appointment is qualified by money what 
would be the outcome, and the impact 
factor would be not positive but 
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extremely negative. The affordability of 
money decides the destiny of an 
individual, their opportunity to perceive 
the kind of education which is the 
primary in justice done to a sibling.  The 
thrust hold of an individual who enters 
the portals of any institution paying 
lumsom under table for appointment will 
be to dwindle back the amount paid at 
the earliest by any means. If the first 
punch itself is negative what more 
positive can we expect from such a 
person. What would the degree of 
commitment they depict. Will their 
concern be money or the formation of 
students the future pillars of the nation?  
Who is liable to answer to the growing 
menace? 

The higher education demands 
‘English as imperative mechanism to 
perceive higher qualification. But the 
reality shows how the disparity between 
Tamil and English medium schools have 
widen the human gab and discriminated 
the poor and in a greater degree. The 
language disparity has even influenced 
and affected the pattern of human 
interaction and relationship .This in no 
way build a society with social 
relationship but isolated individual 
classes to reinforce the  discriminated 
statuesque. In the  higher education  
majority flow from rural back ground , 
belong to first generation and missed 
opportunities of English education due to 
poverty and economic constrain thereby 
they fight to expose their ability, 
creativity, to record their views . As 
higher education needs to move on par 
with national and international standard 
and it is essential to develop the foreign 
language but the ‘inequality of 
opportunities’ for a child from the very 
beginning needs to be addressed as the 
government ensure ‘Education for all’ 
through various means. However the 
pattern, the content, the strategies and 
its effects must be scrutinized. And I 
strongly recommend developing the soft 
skills in all schools irrespective of the 
medium of instructions for every citizen 
to contribute to the advancement of the 
society to a larger and equal degree. This 

strategy would certainly prevent the 
discrepancy between rich and poor but 
build the confident individuals to risk for 
good. It does not mean that developing 
soft skills alone will address and solve all 
problems. In the globalised corporate 
market, it seems to be mandatory to 
fetch better job for livelihood.  As 
Bharati said ‘let us destroy the nation 
which does not provide an individual  
suffient food ‘. Certainly education 
should improve the standard of living and 
make the educated civilized and 
cultured. The caution would be mere 
careerism will make people machines. 
Being with social consciousness alone will 
make our life worth living. Therefore to 
me the objective education  
• To import humanness 
• To promote emotional maturity 
• To cultivate scientific temper 
• To nurture the nature  
• To generate social conciousness 
• To create spiritual beings   

  
To import humanness:   
 The caste and class oriented 
society has erased absolutely to 
recognize the existence of the other 
human being. Most often the sufferings or 
the injustice done to an individual or a 
group does not stir the consciousness but 
made us remain indifferent. Education 
should awaken the sleeping conscience to 
respect and embrace the other as human 
beings and not as worthless objects. This 
also embraces the question about female 
infanticide, mercy killing, throwing the 
helpless elderly at aged homes etc. 
 
To promote emotional maturity:  
 The media world kindles the 
emotions of young mind more vigorously. 
The state record proves and the media 
displays the growing number of crimes 
both among children adolescents and 
adults. There is no hold even for parents 
to control and regulate their own kids. 
The life is at stake when challenged or 
corrected. The multiplication of suicidal 
records, murders, elopements stand as a 
giant, killing the peace of family the 
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nucleus of a society. The negative 
influence of media has ruined the 
emotional stability of the growing 
generation. Therefore the education 
should expose them to reality of life and 
unveil their imaginative world in which 
they build their castles without proper 
foundation. 
 
To cultivate scientific temper:  
 The world is full of opportunities. 
The progress and advancement of an 
individual as well society is feasible only 
we know to assess every event with 
objectivity. Gurudev Tagore while 
founding his university said that its 
objective was a constant pursuit of truth 
from which imparting of truth naturally 
follows. Educational institutions cannot 
be a dead cage where the living beings 
are fed with artificially prepared food. It 
should be founding ground to observe, 
prove, search assess, and research to 
identify first hand facts to uproot the 
evils and to build a livable society. 
To nurture the nature:  
 India is known for its 
interconnectedness with nature. Nature 
is worshiped, revered and venerated. But 
today in the name of development the 
nature is treated as an object to be 
exploited and used. Development has 
broken the link between human and 
nature. This is done only by the educated 
with the advanced technology. 
Recognizing our union with nature foster 
the self growth and rejuvenate one’s 
mind and soul. Hence education should 
inculcate the values that nature has 
taught us. Education should rebuild and 
reestablish the broken link. 
 
To generate social consciousness:  
 society is web of social 
relationship. Human beings are 
gregarious in nature. In this computer 
and digital era there is a growing sense of 
individualism and independency. 
Interdependency has lost its value. Sence 
of compromise takes over complimenting 
each other. The widening gab between 
rich and the poor, the unended episode 
of oppression on the marginalized, the 

unmindful use of nature and its 
consequences on the living planet and 
living being has no way disturbs the 
growing ones. The future is so bleak and 
it is unrecognized. Today’s Education 
induces people to memories and vomit 
back to gain good percentage but has not 
facilitated to respond to the perishing 
situations with objectivity and 
affirmative action’s. Therefore education 
should enkindle people to serve society 
and be responsible in nation building. It 
should play a vital and significant role in 
bringing about equality in the society. 
 
To create spiritual beings:  
 India is named as land of 
spirituality .All those who have spiritual 
thirst flow to India to experience deep 
silence and solitude amidst nature. The 
multifaceted culture has attracted so 
many foreigners to our land. But the 
pathology is that we don’t cherish our 
heritage and traditions. Sometimes we 
are not even aware of our own specialty 
and richness. We fall into the trap of 
global trend and forget our own. 
Spirituality always associated with 
religion or religious people for a secular 
person who does not know the real 
meaning of this word. The spiritual being 
is one who cherish the existence oneself 
and the other, one who promotes 
goodness everywhere. Where there is 
goodness there god exists. Even an 
atheist can be spiritual being holding a 
value and living for a purpose and a 
cause.   

To sum up the education should 
aim at integral and holistic formation of 
an individual. This cannot be the 
responsibility of the teachers alone. All 
should the government, the parents, 
teachers and students should work 
together to achieve this. However the 
greater responsibility lies on teachers 
who are considered to be a one of the 
guru in the formation of young mind. This 
involves multifaceted approach. First the 
values to be introduced to the students 
secondly values to be lived by teachers 
themselves because the students look up 
to their teachers as an embodiment of 
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values which are proposed by 
them. Third the follow up must be done 
at home and finally encouragement can 
be extended through rewards from all 
spheres such as institution, state etc.  I 
dare to say teachers have done yeomen 
service in the evolution of society from 
the time immemorial and their service is 
still essential for its appropriate 
improvement. However it is crucial to 
note the changing scenario both in 

teachers and people. No more this 
profession is considered as service but as 
profession. Any profession always 
calculates the ‘profit’. Let us stop the 
irrelevant contents, mechanisms to be 
continued in the education system which 
abolishes the creativity, individuality, 
originality but produces only mass 
production to sustain the present 
condition.
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Introduction 

A Teacher is who can really 
inspire and encourage the student to 
develop a desire to learn and succeed in 
the world.  A bright teacher duty can 
make a student much brighter.  In order 
to inculcate the deep knowledge among 
the students the teacher should adopt 
the proper teaching method to inspire 
the students both in schools and colleges 
for giving students the best knowledge to 
enable them to become very useful 
citizens of the motherland.  Special 
attention is needed for developing 
healthy relations between teachers and 
students. Students are always students.  
The teachers have to see them not the 
way of teachers but the way they are. 
 

Be Affectionate with Student 
Every student is a book.  Every 

word of a student is a lesson. Teachers 
should have their student just like a 
parent and other family members.  
Teachers show the interest in the welfare 
of the student.  Talk to the entire 
student with affection from the face to 
heart.  To prove the love and affection 
never call the students by their numbers, 
call them by name, remember the face of 
every student.  Convey greeting on 
important festivals make an enquiry 
about the health if he comes after brief 
illness, pay homage to the departed soul 
for 2 minutes along with all students in 
the class.  If the teacher wants to see 
heaven on the earth they have to love 
their students. 
 

Praise and Criticize 
Praise the students whole 

heartedly in front of all.  Shake hands 
and pat them on the back for any 
achievement and good behavior.  
Criticize if you believe the student will 
win.  If not don’t even praise. Don’t hurt 
the self esteem of the student by 
criticizing the performance.  Criticize the 
student with construction rather than as 

a putdown.  Tell the story of great men 
who experienced criticism, to receive 
without being hurt.  Teacher can earn 
goodwill in public criticism them private. 
Teach the student to receive criticism 
positively as feedback. 
 

Be A Good Friend  
Teachers have to move in a 

friendly way with all students as they 
move with their friends.  Teachers have 
helped the poor student by giving free 
books and remitting examination fee.  
Respect the pupils’ ideas but don’t fool a 
student by asking irrelevant questions.  
This will bring down the faith on the 
teacher.  When they show respect by 
saying Good morning teacher should say 
in return. Let students know that showing 
respect to someone is a manifestation of 
love and it is the first step to a life of 
prosperity. 
 

Temple to Gem 
The heart that forgives someone is 

nothing but a temple of gem.  Learn to 
forgive the students for their faults.  Be 
prepared to forgive them not once but 
myriad times.  The Teacher should not 
eager to know the personal affairs of 
pupil at the same time teacher should 
not tell personal matters to the student.  
Teacher should not smoke, make any 
disparaging comments, without any 
intimation teacher should not go to pupils 
home.  Never allow any student to pay 
the bill or ticket in travel at any cost.  
Don’t take any photo with single or 
double with gender group because it is 
always suspicion.  Avoid lending and 
borrowing money from student. 
 

Treat Students as Students 
Teachers treat their students as 

individuals by respecting their feelings, 
ideas and thoughts. Teachers remembers 
students always students.  They are not 
adults.  They think and look in a different 
way/different manner. Students mind is 
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not a dumping ground where teachers 
can put good and bad things. 
 

No Partiality 
Move with all students alike.  

Teachers should not treat the student 
unfairly because of their caste, religion 
or other personal features.  Don’t 
encourage the only a few in the class.  
Teacher should take the pledge as to day 
I have not been partial to any student in 
the class of the day. 
 

Maintaining Discipline 
Teachers have to tell clearly in 

the beginning of the year itself how they 
should behave in the premises. Never 
allow the student to room during working 
hours.  Teacher should not tease, and he 
should not express emotions, sadness, in 
the class.  Teacher has to tackle the 
problem with in the class room to 
maintain discipline. 
 

Never Punish 
Teacher should not punish any one 

of the student for his mistakes by beating 
or hitting him with a stick.  If a student 
does something wrong, don’t scold the 
student in front of others. 
 

Assigning Small Tasks 
Realize that if is better to assign 

small tasks to students than to talk much 
about responsibilities.  Assign some 
assignable tasks. 
 

Guide to Student 
Cultivate the responsible behavior 

among the student by giving freedom.  
Kindle the interest of the students 
disinterested in learning by calling them 
a side individually and give them 
counseling.  When student come to the 
college/school they never come with 
mere bookish knowledge.  They start with 
cherished dispositions, attitude and 
beliefs.  Tell the students to find the 
friendship in their life as guide. 
 

Cultivate Talent 
Teacher should inspire the 

student to take part in all the events in 
the institution.  Teacher’s role is to 
identify the remarkable talents on music, 
dance drawing Teach the students to self 
evaluate their own special talents and 
both respect and appreciate them.  If a 

student is talkative encourage him to 
become an orator. 
 

No Beat and Scold 
Teacher should not say any bad 

thing about the students’ height, weight, 
colour, or physique.  Never at use the 
students with bad language.  The 
constant criticism shall shatter the 
student’s confidence and hurt their self 
esteem. 
 

No Politics 
Teachers do not forget to educate 

the students about the fundamentals of 
our political system.  At the same time 
teacher do not talk about politics or 
reveal affiliation to any political party in 
the class.  Teacher should not create 
unnecessary politics with regard to caste, 
religion, language, culture, and race. 
 

Teacher-Student Relationship 
To maintain a good relationship 

with the students.  The teacher should be 
transparent have the sacredness of 
teacher.  Student relationship.  If the 
make teacher have to talk with girls in 
the staff room keep the windows and 
door open the continue the talk vice 
versa.   Don’t talk to a particular gender 
privately for along.  Never assign a 
personal work particularly to a boy/girl 
frequently.  Always keep a distance 
between you and your student.  
Whenever an old student asks for any 
information send it by post immediately.  
If you receive any marriage invitations 
from your student don’t fail to send 
greetings.  Create awareness and tell 
about the information about the 
employment opportunities. 
 

Conclusion 
Teaching is not a job but it is a 

noble profession that demands unselfish 
sacrifice and dedication.  If the teacher 
is good in character, knowledge, and 
discipline students will teach well.  If the 
students are obedient they can learn to 
become a teacher.  

“A teacher is born every day a new” 
 

Reference 
• Wisdom, International mothly Digest, 

Sep.2012 
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Abstract 
 The world is thriving with 
scientific, technological and professional 
developments which are inevitably 
prominent. People’s health, wealth and 
security are decided by their standard of 
education. The quantity and quality of 
students coming from schools and 
colleges reflect and uplift our people’s 
status .National Reformation is doing a 
great deal of progressive developments 
and it decides the triumph of the 
aforesaid process. In this present 
scenario “HUMAN DEVELOPMENT INDEX” 
quotes that India is lagging behind with 
the rank of 127th in global arena. 
.UNESCO’s  global monitoring report says 
that “ education is a must for all” , but 
in 2015, 40 nations are not going to 
achieve the target of 100 percent 
education, out of which India is one 
among them and it is disappointing. This 
news states that “India is not giving 
proper importance for education”.  Also 
in India as a “first generation learners” 
lakhs of pupils are being educated in 
primary schools as well as at other 
levels. This initiates us to analyze the 
changes in the present educational 
system, educational contents and the 
teaching methodology. Based on this 
perspective the paper discusses as in 
open platform with available facts and 
findings. 
 
Introduction 
 Harsh discrimination, heavy 
curriculum, unwanted importance to the 
English language have been tormenting 
Indian education system for a long time 
.Education has turned to be an 
instrument encouraging  disparity in class 
rooms. Now India has been bifurcated 
into two, the suffering India and the 
prosperous India. The gap between these 
two categories is always widening. 
Education plays a vital role in bifurcating 
India Every year the number of “drop 

outs” is drastically increasing. Some of 
them are “thrown outs” or “rooted outs” 
from the institutions. “Drop outs, thrown 
outs and rooted outs” happen as though 
it were pre-planned. 
 The anguish of poor and under-
privileged parents is understandable. 
They want to give quality education to 
their off-springs. When it is denied, they 
send their children to petty jobs and poor 
salary. As a result of which child labour 
still remains un-abolished and flourishing 
at large.  
 Amartya Sen, Nobel Laureate in 
Economics points out, “It is the greatest 
lie  that there is not enough money to 
fund education and health care in India”. 
Because India is one of the countries in 
the world which spends less funds in 
education. Kothari commission, the 
milestone in Indian education system 
recommended that at least 6% of the 
annual income of the country must be 
spent on education. 
 Government of India boasts as 9% 
growth in Indian economy every year. If 
it is so, why does the government find it 
difficult to allocate 3% of it for 
education? The black money operating 
amounts to several billion corers. It 
comprises 40% of the white money. Why 
not it be spent on education? Why not the 
tax imposed on education be increased? 
The tax imposed now is much less. India 
is one among the countries that imposes 
lesser tax on multinational companies 
and corporate sectors. So, one cannot 
accept the false statement of the central 
government that there are no funds. 
Utmost care must be taken to include 
every citizen of India in the economic 
development which is of course the 
fundamental right of the citizen of 
independent India. 
 
Public School System 
 The public school along with its 
neighborhood schools admits the students 
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around its campus. Rich children, under-
privileged children and middle class 
children should be given admission to 
study in the same institution. It is the 
duty and responsibility of every 
institution to give admission to students 
from all walks of life. The institutions 
must consider this as their social 
responsibility. Private institutions should 
not be exempted from this procedural 
follow-up. 
 According to the Kothari 
commission, the neighbour   hood circle 
of each institution will be determined by 
the educational authorities concerned. 
The greatest quality of the neighbour 
hood schools is that they admit students 
without minding their caste or creed. 
Only public- schools can help in the over 
development of children because they 
comprise students from all walks of life. 
 It must be noted that public 
schools are in no way new to the Indian 
education system. Before 1970s, 
educational institutions were either run 
by government or government aided 
agencies. A vast majority of intellects, 
scientists and stalwarts were groomed in 
these institutions. 
 Public school system (PSS) is 
widely accepted in the developed 
countries of the world. Countries like 
America, Scandinivia, Canada, Japan, 
Malaysia, Cuba, China and South Korea 
follow this system of education. So PSS 
must not be seen as a socialistic dream. 
It is the system being employed by the 
developed countries for the human 
resources development. India, today with 
its pro- capitalistic mentality and neo- 
liberal policies can never deny the 
advantages of (PSS).  
 
Testing 
 Tests frighten students. Students 
undergo enormous mental pressure 
during tests instead of removing the 
obstacles in learning; the test itself 
becomes a huge obstacle in the learning 
process. Tests should aim at testing the 
quality of understanding capability in the 
students. Unfortunately in India, tests 

test the memory of the students on a 
stressful attitude. 
 Ranking system adds fuel to fire. 
Instead of helping the students, it helps 
the institutions to propagate their 
victory. Marks should be replaced with 
grades. Grades are to be given only after 
continuous internal assessments. Only 
internal assessments can help in 
eliminating the defects. Final exams have 
to be conducted only for seventh and 
tenth standard students. Examinations 
should encourage and motivate students 
to learn more with interest and 
enthusiasm. 
 The lowest rate of admission of 
girl students in our schools bears 
testimony to the patriarchal system that 
is prevalent in our society. Our education 
system is partial towards girls. Indians 
should think on it, as boon or bane. If one 
looks at the sex ratio, he or she can 
easily understand this fact. Girls enrolled 
in the first standard do not go to schools 
regularly. Unable to bear the expenses in 
cursed in education, poor parents never 
allow the girls to study. According to the 
national survey of India’s 58th schedule, 
in 20% of Indian villages, there are no 
elementary schools around 2 km. For girl 
children, to walk or travel a long distance 
is highly impossible, some way it is not 
permissible too. Distance prevents access 
to knowledge. Hostels are not also safe 
and affordable. The parents are so scared 
on the sexual abuse and exploitations 
reported in some of the hostels, happens 
very often. Other personal reasons like 
household chores and babysitting 
impedes their education. Establishment 
of child care centers in villages can help 
the girls a lot. It must be noted that only 
women should be appointed as are 
takers. Apart from all the emphatic 
propaganda against patriarchal, a good 
number of girls are getting enrolled in 
schools. 
  
Teaching Profession 
 Teacher plays a very vital role in 
the entire education system. Regular 
attendance of students greatly depends 
on the quality of the teacher. An ideal 
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should encourage the students to 
broaden their vision. Teachers have to 
adapt to the environment. It will help 
them to do their job in a better way. 
Gaining confidence students’ trust is 
another important factor. Additionally, 
the ratio should be properly maintained. 
As of now, it is 1:40 (determined by the 
government). It would have been very 
useful, if the ratio is reduced to 1:30. 
Due to excess pressure from 
multinational companies and other 
invisible factors, lot of compromises are 
made out on the quality of education 
contract teachers and under qualified 
teachers corrupt the education system. 
Utmost care should be taken before 
appointment of teachers. Teachers 
should also be given periodical in-service 
training to update them intellectually to 
suit the situational needs.. 
 
Conclusion 
 Will quality education be 
accessible to everyone if public school 
system is properly implemented? Of 
course, there are so many possibilities if 
meticulously planned. Presently, the 
government schools and the Panchayat 
union schools bear a deserted and 

dilapidated look. Students enrolled in 
such schools are predominantly first 
generation learners from humble family 
background. Their parents are voiceless. 
This is the major reason for the forsaken 
condition of the government schools. One 
must imagine how his will change? No 
children of doctors, engineers and 
lawyers will study in these institutions. 
The rich and upper middle class parents 
are ready to go higher end schools to 
educate their children. They are ready to 
spend several lakhs. If such parents enroll 
their children in the public school 
system, the present scenario will change 
completely. They are the policy makers 
and power centers. So if they strive, it 
will be easy for them to force the state 
to spend 6% of the total annual income 
on education. Educational sector shall 
encounter a magical change. 
 This will facilitate students to 
improve their analytical ability  and to 
enhance their creativity, bind them to 
the society, and prepare them to face 
the challenges posed by the entire world. 
Eventually education will definitely pave 
a successful way for democratic- 
socialistic India. 
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 Today, Madurai is emerging as a 
significant educational hub in Tamilnadu 
with the introduction of new courses and 
colleges. New institutions and courses 
slowly eng into the tradition bound 
academic arena. Almost all colleges 
except a few have become autonomous 
colleges in Madurai. With the autonomous 
status, attempts are found to be made to 
introduce job oriented courses by these 
colleges. The syllabi of the traditional 
courses are also being trimmed with 
employability skill based components.  
      Corporate mode of investments is 
entering in to the educational domain of 
the city. The existing aided institutions of 
higher learning are keen on improving the 
infrastructure facilities to meet the 
challenges of higher education even by 
borrowing loans from banks. During the 
last few decades, a large number of 
institutions have been set up by 
politician, bureaucrats, traders and 
entrepreneurs. For some of them, higher 
education is just like any other business. 
Instead of paying attention to quality and 
accountability, they try to recover their 
capital investment as early as possible by 
resorting to undesirable activities. This 
kind of rent seeking and profiteering 
becomes  their major motive.   Along 
with the Self Financed Engineering 
Colleges, Para Medical colleges, Teacher 
Education Colleges, Business Schools and  
Polytechnic Colleges are found to be on 
the rise in the last decade. Few years 
back, the focus of curriculum designers 
was mainly on IT sector based 
curriculum. But now it has expanded to 
other domains such as bio technology, bio 
chemistry, Hospital management, Nano 
Technology, Retail Marketing, 
Educational Management Media Studies, 
Visual Communication and Film Making. 
The newly designed courses create a 
heavy demand that would facilitate in 
fetching jobs. But in reality the recruiting 

companies expect more confidence apart 
from very good academic record. Though 
the institutions provide soft skill and 
personality development courses, they 
find it very hard to impart confidence 
and thus students are not able to cope up 
with the market. 
 
Obedience Vs Excellence 
 Most of the Institutions want their 
wards to be most obedient and highly 
disciplined. For which tight control 
mechanisms are operated at all levels in 
many institutions. But a world class 
institution needs good amount of 
autonomy and freedom. These alone 
would take the institution to academic 
excellence. For creating excellence, we 
need Aspiration  leadership at all levels 
and also requisite freedom of action, 
which means that critical decision 
related to whom to teach, what to teach, 
how to teach, who will teach and from 
where to mobilize funds are to be taken 
by academic leaders.   
       In a recent Mega job fair held at 
The Madura College, more than 3000 
students took part from 30 companies. 
When I asked the HR officials of the 
company about the fair  all of them were 
of the view  that students seems to be 
humble and obedient  but vision, 
confidence and communicative skills 
were lacking.  It is important here to 
note that meritorious students from the 
city normally pursue higher education at 
metros. Those who could not cope up 
with monetary requirement end up in 
Arts and Science Colleges. But these 
students have to compete with 
professional college students of Madurai 
in the campus interviews. Once education 
was considered to be the nation building 
mission but today it is becoming the 
corporate resource building machines.  
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Sincerity Vs Creativity 
      With growing demand for 
preparing themselves for corporate 
requirements, the attitude of students of 
the city is changing. Students who used 
to react vibrantly for trivial things now 
have become serious about their studies 
and future. But the billion dollar question 
is that whether this attitude alone could 
help them to face the challenges of the 
corporate driven life world. 
Extracurricular activities which provide 
scope for personality development are 
given less importance in the prevailing 
shift system. The soft skill development 
courses being conducted by most of the 
agencies lack quality of imparting skills 
to the students. Nevertheless, the 
encouraging factor is that all city college 
students have exposure to internet 
medium. The priceless lap top scheme 
has also made them to be at least 
computer literate.     
 
Want of Teachers  
      The challenging curriculum 
designs necessitate skilled and efficient 
teaching faculties. It is rare to find such 
faculties in most of the Self Financed 
Professional colleges. Government and 
aided colleges also suffer with unfilled 
vacancies. As the Government does not 
care to fill up the vacancies, fresher who 
mostly do not possess the prescribed 
qualifications is recruited by private 
managements for a meagre salary.  In 
most of the city colleges, these ad hoc 
staff is being used for all sorts of 
additional works. As for as the teaching is 
concerned, teachers require intensive 
orientation programme on modern 
teaching methods. Digital Interactive 
boards and LCDs in most of the campuses 
are found mostly underutilized. A 
rethinking about these factors would 
expedite the growth in higher education.   
The importance given for framing the 
syllabi is not given to teaching methods. 
Teachers must be given regular quality 
training programmes. Many would feel 
that teaching is nothing but completing 
the syllabus and producing results. But 
fundamentally teaching is providing 

conceptual clarity and vision. The 
present day situation warrants 
interactive, self initiative, field exposure 
based teaching modules. In this context, 
training should play a great role to 
enhance the capacities, skills and 
knowledge of faculty members.  Thus 
allocation of more time and space is 
needed to inculcate confidence among 
the students to face the challenges in the 
existing curriculum rather than confining 
them to class rooms. 
 
Academic Audit 
 Evaluation of teachers is a vital 
aspect of institutions. Many teachers and 
teacher organizations would not be in 
favour of evaluating teachers because of 
their apprehensions of over getting 
punished by their managements. 
Nevertheless it is an important aspect of 
educational management. Evaluating 
oneself would help the teacher to rethink 
about his/her teaching practices. A three 
pronged review is suggested by 
educationists. Self review, peer review 
and a supervisor review using a detailed 
set of predetermined criteria that 
include classroom and pedagogical 
capabilities as well as vital professional 
attributes of sensitivity, empathy, critical 
thinking, problem solving, etc. Of course 
academic audit is not only about 
teacher’s efficiency, but also about the 
quality of curriculum and other modules 
connected with the entire course. 
Regular academic audit by trained 
academic evaluators with standardized 
tools would pave the way for betterment 
of higher education. But unfortunately 
this is what lacking with higher education 
in India. Based on the outcome of the 
audit, suitable improvement methods 
could be evolved and implemented.       
 
Increasing Research Initiatives  
      Research assumes a greater 
importance in the city colleges of 
Madurai. The research programmes once 
confined to University campus are 
extended to the city colleges. Many 
teachers get funding from reputed 
agencies for their major and minor 
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research projects. Also many 
departments of city colleges have been 
approved as research centres by the 
University. The increased research 
publications of college teachers of city 
colleges assume significance in the field 
of research.   
      The existing educational trend in 
Madurai clearly shows that the Higher 
education is undergoing transformation. 
Madurai is on the move now with all its 
innovative courses and motivated 

students. The lacuna found with learners 
and the hesitation to change from 
traditional teaching patterns to 
innovative methods by teaching 
community may be the immediate issues 
to be addressed, but those shortcomings 
would be over come soon and Madurai 
will emerge as a blend of both rural and 
urban education centre.  Madurai will be 
an example for blending tradition and 
modernity in the field of education.  
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Abstract 
 Education is a weapon, whose 
effect depends on who holds it in his 
hands and at whom it is aimed, opined 
Joseph Stalin. Education and 
employment   are the most essential 
components   for survival of humankind. 
If education is a programme, then 
educating is a process. If education is 
based on curriculum, educating is based 
on class room management. To manage 
the class room a person who is adept in 
education and educating is found to be 
essential. If we leave off the global 
scenario of old days’ education, in 
ancient India, during the Vedic period 
(from 1500 BC to 600 BC) most of the 
Veda, the rules of sacrifice, grammar 
and derivation, composition, verification 
and meter, understanding lalala of 
secretes of nature, reasoning including 
logic, the sciences, and the skills were 
necessary for an occupation. The Gurukul 
system of education supported 
traditional Hindu residential schools of 
learning; typically the teacher’s house or 
a monastery. Even though education was 
free, the students from well-to-do 
families paid Gurudakshina, a voluntary 
contribution after completion of their 
studies. But in the present post-modern 
era, the educating systems have been 
changed due to widening the 
employability sectors both government 
and non-government spheres, where 
money became the triggering point. 
 
Introduction 
 “I am what I am today because of 
education” –Dr.Manmohan Singh, 
recalling the verse of Claude-Adrien 
Helvetius… “Education made us what we 
are…” Since man’s destiny is life, 
education must prepare him for living. He 
must learn in school the handling of the 
forces with which he will struggle in life. 
To educate is to deposit in every man the 
whole of human effort preceding him; it 

is to make every man the totality of the 
living world up to the day which he lives. 
Hence education must have a national 
content to imbibe what the younger one 
has to have to make fit himself 
intellectually. Youth is the age of growth 
and development, activity and liveliness, 
imagination and impetuosity and many 
things more to make his life potential, 
active, creative and useful.  A huge 
elephant is tamed by a small boy and 
lead the animal with a small stick in his 
hand. Whatever the small boy says is 
understood by the elephant because of 
the methods, models and approaches of 
the boy who never went to any veterinary 
college and did Ph.D to the relevant 
subject or task, but merely with the 
expertise and in-depth involvement in 
guiding and leading the elephant in 
proper way on time. It is between the 
learners and learned with confidence and 
commitment to achieve best result with 
whole hearted conviction without 
compromise. 
  
Roles of teachers 
 Teaching is not a profession or a 
job, even not a work or duty; but a 
wholesome service with minimal 
monetary benefits. The class room is a 
placid time of life. Education is the only 
means of being saved from slavery and 
instruction is not the same as education, 
as coins are minted, knowledge is not, 
and I became a teacher, in other words a 
creator….excerpts of Jose Marti, a Cuban 
writer, poet, journalist and revolutionary 
independence leader.  
 But according to Lindgren (1971), 
there are three elements or focal areas 
in education that concern educational 
psychologists and teachers; the learner, 
the learning process and the learning 
situation. 
 The teacher should perform 
effectively several psychologically and 
academically oriented roles in the class 



Vol. 1                            Special Issue 1                      June 2013               ISSN : 2320 –2653 

 

Shanlax International Journal of Education        76 

 

knowing fully the interest, need, 
essentiality, deserving and capability of 
the students. The teacher becomes as 
effective facilitator, subject-expert, 
disciplinarian, guide, motivator, mentor 
and councilor to the students with 
his/her expertise and patience. Teacher 
should find out the facts behind the 
academically week students in all aspects 
and resolve it with an attitude of 
empathy. Always a teacher is second to 
mother and has more responsibility on 
the educational development of the 
students than a parent. Teacher should 
be proud in the profession by exhibiting 
the loyalty to the prestigious profession. 
  
Teacher Education / B.Ed. Course 

The University Education 
Commission-UEC (1948-1949) appointed 
immediately after independence 
suggested making teacher courses more 
realistic and flexible which may provide a 
true picture of school life to students. It 
advocated more weightage to “school 
practice” and assessment of students’ 
performance. UEC and Secondary 
Education Commission-SEC(1952-1953) 
and several seminars and study groups 
that were set up to discuss improvements 
in elementary and secondary teacher 
education immediately after 
independence of the country, expressed 
concern over the poor quality of teacher 
education, its isolation both from the 
mainstream of university life and the 
ground realities of schools and made a 
strong case of flexibility, local specificity 
and overhauling of teacher education to 
strike more balance between the theory 
and practice and assessment of students’ 
performance.  
 In 1954, an international team of 
experts had been appointed by the 
Government of India in collaboration with 
Ford Foundation to study, in greater 
details, the recommendations of SEC 
regarding the recruitment, selection and 
training of teachers and the structure 
and content of curricula in secondary 
schools. 
 The team after its extensive visits 
to institutions in UK, USA, Denmark and 

India made the following 
recommendations concerning the B.Ed 
Course. 
(i) The course should be so designed 

as to adequately prepare students 
for the assignment of teaching. 

(ii) The training institutions should 
not advocate impracticable and 
unrealistic methods and 
techniques of teaching. 

(iii) There should be the same system 
of block practice with adequate 
provision of supervision and 
guidance for continuity in practice 
teaching. 

(iv) The training institutions should be 
encouraged to organize and 
conduct demonstration laboratory 
schools for conducting 
experimentation in curriculum 
constructions and trying out 
innovative methods of teaching. 

(v) Besides the classroom teaching, 
other activities should also from 
integral component of practical 
training to students teachers. 

 Above all, one of the important 
landmark in the history of Indian efforts 
towards bringing qualitative improvement 
in education is the report of the 
Education Commission (1964-1966), 
popularly known as Kothari Commission, 
which comprehensively dealt with all 
stages of education, from pre-primary to 
higher level, including the vocational and 
technical education. Regarding teacher 
education, the Commission stated, “The 
essence of programme of teacher 
education is quality and in its absence, 
teacher education becomes not only a 
financial waste but a source of overall 
deterioration in educational standards” 
Since then, the commissions formed to 
update the teacher education systems, 
such as NCT, SCERT, NCTE, TECF and 
other related and relevant associates  
also supported to empower and enhance 
to teacher education and training system 
to make fit to teach the present 
generation. 
 In view of the above guidelines, 
several universities framed their B.Ed 
courses which are flexibly taught in 
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regular and distance education modes. It 
was sought compulsory for the B.Ed 
student-teachers to go out of their 
college to practice teaching for a 
schedules period where they to 
practically bear the burden of the class 
rooms to teach the students of several 
categories. Then they will have a 
practical commission to be evaluated and 
estimated by a team of expertise from 
schools and other relevant colleges. The 
student-teachers are subjected to appear 
for a government exam at the end of 
their total working days in which they 
have to score sufficient marks to pass the 
exam to secure the B.Ed qualification. 
 After passing the B.Ed exam, the 
dream to become a teacher is now a day 
of course beyond their dreams and some 
time becomes as a mythical fact. 
Because of so many reforms, rules, 
resolutions, Government Orders, standing 
orders of concerned departments, and 
other political influences and 
involvements, to become a teacher 
became a hard task. In the beginning 
District Employment Exchanges were 
authorized to choose the candidates 
according seniority, caste and other 
physical attitudes to fill up the vacancies 
declared by the government channels. 
Then TRB came to power to recruit the 
candidates basing on some tests and 
formalities. TET became the new 
invention which went flap in the first 
attempt with a mass of successful 
failures of the appeared candidates, as 
the question came what to be asked in 
the question paper and how to be 
answered by the candidates. While 
accepting the whitening failure of 
Examination Board, it found no other 
easy way except to conduct a free 
examination which could fetch some 
winners in the race. That too drew some 
complications while verifying the Degree 
certificates, especially in Madurai where 
graduation Degree certificate in 
communicative English issued by a 
Government .Women’s College became 
unacceptable. 
 The passing of TET is only needed 
for the recently appointed teachers for 

their confirmation or the teachers to be 
appointed, marginalizing the back year 
period. The teachers who had been 
appointed before the noted period need 
not appear for TET. The question can 
come from even a common man on the 
necessity of TET after passing B.Ed 
degree as per the government Curriculum 
and what else they are been trained or 
taught in TET, which  is simply General 
Knowledge relevant to the same subject, 
merely as revision. If the Education 
Authorities are so keen to empower the 
teachers, why can’t they give periodical 
training under Faculty Development 
Programme in their school itself to 
update trend fit to the present trend and 
syllabus. If the content value is the 
caliber of educating, the recent day’s 
text books are well designed and 
meticulously planned to ease the teacher 
and student to understand easily. If the 
quality is the question for the fresher, 
from where the old teachers gained the 
knowledge without attending any training 
or appearing for any periodical test to 
update them. In fact, the new comers 
are adept in latest technological teaching 
including, IT, ICT based modes and also 
practice in Smart Class/Video 
conferencing  class room environment 
which the seniors lack. 
 It is read in “B.Ed Hand Book” of  
Bharathidasan University as Objectives of 
the B.Ed.Programme. This Programme  is 
to lead you… 
 Competence to teach the 
subjects(s) of your specialization on the 
basis of the accepted principles of 
learning and teaching Skills, 
understanding, interests and attitudes 
which would enable you to foster all 
round growth and development of your 
students. Skills in identifying, selecting, 
innovating and organizing learning 
experience for teaching school subjects. ; 
Understanding of psychological principles 
of growth and development, individual 
differences and cognitive, psychomotor 
and attitudinal learning.; Skills in guiding 
your students in order to enable them to 
solve their personal as well as academic 
problems.; Understanding of the role of 
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home, school and community in shaping 
the personality of the child and help to 
develop an amicable home-school 
relationship for mutual benefit.; 
Understanding the role of school in a 
changing society; ability to undertake 
investigatory projects and action 
research to improve the school system. 
The above octagonal objectives are more 
than sufficient to be a loyal teacher. The 
candidates have to appear for an 
entrance test if join under Distant 
Learning Program for two year term. 
Inspite of passing through these entire 
tests, if they are again asked to appear 
one more test in the name of TET, seems 
to be too crucial. Training centers for 
TET has became a pool of money making, 
extracting the sweat and blood of the 
poor people who passed their B.Ed course 
with a good hope and better future by 
way of serving the young India. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 The roots of education are bitter, 
but the fruit is sweet…says Aristotle. All 

the literates are not educated and all the 
educated are not literates…Horace. 
Education is a complex process. 
Educating is a compound process. 
Becoming a teacher is very simple 
process. 
 An uneducated mother of a tribal 
area is a good educator and best mentor 
besides loyal human being. Every thing 
depends on an independent person who 
knows the value of humanity and humility 
in humble and honest way. Have faith on 
self when go for a B.Ed. or M.Ed. Assure 
yourself that you could learn the 
approaches of teaching. You need only 
content and context which will come on 
its way. Don’t dream to be fooled, but to 
be initiated and inspired to do something 
what others couldn’t do and can not do; 
which should serve the needy. If you can 
not be an employee in a school or an 
institution, try to become an employer. 
Always be the best or be with the best. 
Life will live within you lively with love. 
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Abstract 
“Education is the most powerful weapon 
which you can use to change the world.” 

 - Nelson Mandela 
 All around the world, a new kind 
of educational model is taking tentative 
steps toward the mainstream. 
Extracurricular activity and Physical 
education is also a new form of 
education model. This model is far 
better suited to provide the knowledge 
and skills that students will need to 
succeed in a new global economy than 
the traditional model still practiced in 
most schools. To create the most positive 
classroom environment possible, 
education leaders must consider not only 
what happens inside the classroom, but 
also everything that affects students 
throughout the day. Extracurricular 
activity, such as music, academic clubs, 
and sports offer opportunities for 
students to learn the values of 
teamwork, individual and group 
responsibility, physical strength and 
endurance, competition, diversity, and a 
sense of culture and community. 
Extracurricular activities provide a 
channel for reinforcing the lessons 
learned in the classroom, offering 
students the opportunity to apply 
academic skills in a real-world context, 
and are thus considered part of a well-
rounded education.  
Key word: Extracurricular activity, 
Physical Education, Physical Strength, 
 
Introduction 

Academics are the focus of high 
schools and colleges. But for many 
students, participation in activities 

outside the classroom is what they enjoy 
the most. Parents and teachers might 
fear that when students become too busy 
with nonacademic activities, they will 
lose their focus on academic work. 
Various researchers have noted a strong 
association between student involvement 
in extracurricular activities and improved 
attendance, behavior, and academic 
performance (Black, 2002; Fredricks & 
Eccles, 2006; Fujita, 2006; Holloway, 
2002). When the school analyzed the 
results of the study, it found that 
students who took part in three or four 
extracurricular activities during the year 
had dramatically better grades than 
those who participated in no extra-
curricular activities.  Athletics, clubs, 
and other extracurricular activities have 
benefits beyond the enjoyment they 
provide. These pursuits assist students in 
developing personally, socially and 
intellectually. They might even help 
students to advance their academic and 
professional goals. (However increased 
number of extracurricular activities 
above four did not appear to produce any 
consistent additional advantage).  

 
Physical Education and Other Activities  

The students may be allowed to 
pick out a couple of their favorite 
activities and it has to be made sure they 
can handle them. Students may choose 
Academic clubs, Academic competitions, 
Debate, Performing arts, Athletics or 
Physical activity of these Physical activity 
and Sports are the most prominent and 
popular extracurricular activities in both 
high school and college level. Physically 
active students learn to appreciate the 
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benefits of an active lifestyle. Through 
Physical Education Strategies we can 
improve the standard of overall 
Education. 
 

Physical Education Strategies  
 Physical Education Strategies 
(PES) helps to improve the standard of 
education through physical activities; 
they can be of four types. 
 

(i) Educate the Physical education 
teachers  

Educate the Physical education 
teachers about the new curriculum and 
syllabus as well give guidance on 
refresher courses, so that they can 
understand new methods of teaching and 
different styles of teaching. Accordingly 
they can think differently and improve 
the standard of physical education and 
sports, which will increase the quality of 
extracurricular activity and have positive 
impact on overall Education.  

 

(ii) Create Awareness in the society 
Physical inactivity and low fitness 

levels are one of the main problems 
affecting the health of people worldwide. 
Today’s life style has made the people 
sedentary at a very young age due to 
which they tend to become obese and 
they find it very difficult to alter their 
life style to gain positive benefits out of 
exercise. The most prevalent diseases we 
suffer from today are obesity, heart 
disease, stroke, cancer, which are 
related to our lifestyles, for which 
reduced physical activity is a major 
cause. Physical activity should be part of 
our daily routine so that we can reduce 
sedentary habits which can help to 
prevent childhood obesity and related 
chronic diseases. 

 

(iii) Make use of advanced Sports 
technologies 

New technology in Physical 
education is playing a big role in classes. 
One of the most affordable and effective 
is a simple video recorder. With the use 
of a video recorder students can see their 
moves and movements which will be a 
great motivation for them to get 
better. Studies show that students find 

this more effective than having someone 
try to explain what they are doing wrong, 
and then trying to correct it.  

Other technologies that can be 
used in a Physical Education setting 
would include heart rate monitors, video 
projectors, GPS and even gaming systems 
such as Kinect for XBOX360, Wii Fit 
and Dance Dance Revolution. Projectors 
can be used to show students things such 
as proper form or how to play certain 
games. GPSsystems can be used to get 
students active in an outdoor setting. 

Another type of technology that is 
commonly used in Physical Education is 
the use of pedometers. Pedometers’ do 
not necessarily track how far a person is 
going, but it lets them know the number 
of steps they are making. It will let them 
know how many steps on average they 
are making and want to strive to get 
more the next class. There are many 
lessons that you can use for many grade 
levels when you are teaching students to 
use a pedometer it is important to make 
it a game, especially for younger 
students. The figures of the advanced 
equipments are shown in below.  
 

(iv) Activity of fun involving almost all 
the students and staff of the school and 
college 

Performance sports involve 
considerly less number of students as 
active participants. But for the cause of 
overall health and wellness fun activities 
such as minor games and skill contest can 
involve most students and staff. Task can 
be designed based level and the interest 
of the participants. This type of activity 
will give opportunity to all the 
participants and does not require high 
degree of skill and perform that is 
generally associated with cognitive 
sports. This will have greater reach and 
positive effect on the health and fitness 
of the students. 

These are the some of the 
strategies which is used in the field of 
physical education and sports through 
this kind of strategy we can able to 
improve the standards of Education. 
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Benefits of Good Physical Education and 
Extracurricular Activity Programme on 
Education 

• Immediate benefit is that Can able to 
meet the person who have same 
interests 

• Improve the fitness 
• Reduces  chances of Obesity and 

other chronic diseases 
• The opportunity to form friendships 

and good social  interaction 
•  Chance to develop social and motor 

skills.  
• Teamwork often evolves into 

leadership qualities 
• Learning Time Management  
• Improves the ability to accept 

responsibility, manage multiple 
commitments, and balance their 
pursuits of study, interest, and 
leisure. 

• Helps to handle success and failure in 
a balanced outlook 

• Helps to avoid getting in to 
undesirable habits  

• Raises Self Esteem 
Teens struggle with self esteem, 

and these activities are a way that they 
can build self esteem and also act as 
energy release. Everyone wants to find 
something that they are really good at, 
and extracurricular activities provide 
them with a way that they can get 
involved in something and really perform 
well, giving their self esteem a boost, 
and release their vast energy reserve.  

• Getting Involved in Diverse 
Interests  
Getting involved in extracurricular 

activities also allows students to get 
involved in diverse interests. It is 
important for the teens to have a choice 
of diverse interests. Such activities allow 
them to explore various interests that 
they may have, but could not identity. 

• Easy to get the job 
Physical Education and Sports 

offers so much of job opportunities’ for 
the students like Physical education 
teachers, Coaches, Personal instructors, 
Sports Nutritionists, Research assistant in 
various fields like Sports Medicine, Sports 

Physiology and Psychology, opportunities 
in Sports Media. They can get involved in 
various Sports activity which may be 
similar or different accordingly their 
choice.  
 
Conclusion 

Recent research suggests that 
participation in extracurricular activities 
may increase students' sense of 
engagement or attachment with their 
school or college, thereby decrease the 
likelihood of school failure and drop out 
(Lamborn et al, 1992; Finn, 1993). 
Extracurricular activities provide a 
channel for reinforcing the lessons 
learned in the classroom, offering 
students the opportunity to apply 
academic skills in a real-world context, 
and are thus considered part of a well-
rounded education.  

The peer pressure associated with 
extracurricular activities may be one 
reason for the improvement. "Hey, don't 
cut school—we need you on the team!" 
may be more powerful than the threat, 
"Hey, if you cut school, you're going to 
get a low grade!" 
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Living in the late-modern age 
one cannot afford to forego the 
postmodern sensibilities regarding the 
forms of knowledge. Whether any 
educationalist is aware or not, the 
knowledge-world today let us say, the 
academic society is infused of the 
'postmodern' in some way or another. 
Postmodern trends colonized most 
fields of education. Perhaps it has 
become some sort of fashion or even 
to say some sort 'intellectual style' to 
speak of the postmodern in academic 
and non-academic societies. There 
are number of thinkers and their 
writings configure within the realm of 
postmodern-talk. Interestingly the 
term postmodern is pre-fixed in most 
knowledge fields that include 
sociology, philosophy, anthropology, 
geography, women's studies, literary 
criticism, art, architecture, cultural 
studies, colonial studies, education 
and even theology. A good number of 
thinkers/writers such as Lyotard, 
Foucault, Derrida, Barthes, Bataille, 
Baudrillard, Rorty and so on are 
brought into the discussions such 
diverse knowledge fields. 

My intention here is not to 
provide an elucidation of 
postmodernism rather to study the 
alternate sensibilities regarding status 
of knowledge in the postmodern age. 
And hence we may raise some of 
these reflective questions such as - 
what is the postmodern understanding 
regarding the nature of knowledge? 
How the postmodern sensibilities re-
conceive the question of knowledge? 
What is the status of knowledge 
withinthe postmodern considerations? 
Does the postmodern society consider 

knowledge as the property of 
University i.e. to say University as the 
citadel of higher education? If not, do 
the postmodern speak of the death of 
the university because most often 
postmodernists seem not to agree 
with the status of knowledge that is 
promoted by modernist thinking/ 
education? The focus of these issues is 
thus - what is the status of knowledge 
when transformed into- the sphere of 
the technological society? 

Lyotard in his work, 'The 
postmodern condition', which came to 
be regarded as the Postmodern Bible 
makes an insightful comment 
regarding the status of knowledge in 
the postmodern era which is 
predominated by excessive 
technology. He observes 'Knowledge is 
and will be produced in order to be 
sold; it is and will be consumed in 
order to be valorized in a new 
production: in both cases, the goal is 
exchange. Knowledge ceases to be an 
end in itself, it loses its"use- value". 
Lyotard continues: Knowledge in the 
form of an informational commodity 
indispensable to productive power is 
already, and will continue to be, a 
major — perhaps the major — stake in 
the worldwide competition for power. 
It is conceivable that the nation-
states will one day fight for control of 
information, just as they battled in 
the past for control over territory, 
and afterwards for control of access 
to and exploitation of raw materials 
and cheap labor. 

The reflections of Lyotard in 
his Postmodern condition becoming 
true within the world of technocratic 
multinational corporate sectors. The 
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autonomy of Universities or 
educational systems are progressively 
eroded in the Tsunamic sway of 
technological commercial 
employment as the sole purpose of 
higher education, and one can see 
how educational systems make huge 
cry of marketing education as the 
only value of higher education. 
Lyotard presumably reflects, "It is not 
hard to visualize learning circulating 
along the same lines as money, 
instead of for its "educational" value 
or political (administrative, 
diplomatic, military) importance; the 
pertinent distinction would no longer 
be between knowledge and 
ignorance, but rather, as is the case 
with money, between "payment 
knowledge" and "investment 
knowledge" -in other words, between 
units of knowledge exchanged in a 
daily maintenance framework (the 
reconstitution of the work force, 
"survival") versus funds of knowledge 
dedicated to optimizing the 
performance of a project'. One of the 
central questions of the modern and 
postmodern period is -what is the 
status nature of knowledge 
consciousness when transformed 
into the sphere of the social or 
public. The first part of the paper 
attempts to trace the modernist 
domain of knowledge and how 
rational foundations of knowledge got 
itself transited in to social theory or 
social knowledge and the second part 
of the paper attempts an evaluation 
of such transition highlighting the 
standpoint by emerging postmodern 
alternate forms of knowledge. I argue 
that modern notion of knowledge 
construction and its alleged power 
structures are being radically 
challenged in this era of postmodern 
that bring with them a set of 
epistemological challenges - a 

questioning of anything that suggests 
absolute principles of reasoning. As 
Walter-Busch puts it: under 
postmodern conditions, skepticism 
toward all kinds of dogmatism and 
monolithic world views...becomes 
unavoidable'.  

I show here how modern 
rational foundations of knowledge got 
itself transformed into social 
epistemology within modernity, by 
taking Hegelianism as the referential 
point of significance. The point of 
argument here is that the rational 
epistemology of modern philosophy 
has been ‘progressively’ transformed 
into the social and political thus 
positioning philosophy into 
nonphilosophical realm epistemology 
into public and in so doing totalized 
itself as a late modern form of 
hegemony and totalitarianism find 
Hegal as illustrative point for 
discussion to highlight the moments of 
departure of philosophy from rational 
to the social.   

Hegel's system of philosophy is 
one of the classical treatments about 
about the form of knowledge that 
emerged during modern times. Its 
epistemic foundation of knowledge as 
rational found its transition to the 
domain of society and state. 
Philosophy got itself transformed to 
social knowledge, rather; put if rights 
philosophy, as social knowledge is 
part of Hegel's influence. After the 
death of Hegel, Hegel's school 
bifurcated into right and left wing 
Hegelians. The right wing, (Michelet, 
Goschel, Johann Edward Erdmann, 
Gabler, and Rosenkranz) elaborated 
the conservative trends in the 
Hegelian system, particularly in the 
Logic, Metaphysic and the Philosophy 
of Religion. The left wing, made up of 
David Friedrich Strauss, Edgar and 
Bruno Bauer, Feuerbach, and 
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Ciszkowski, Marx and others, 
developed the critical tendencies in 
Hegel, beginning this with a historical 
interpretation of religion and society 
and state. The task of philosophy is 
not merely interpretation of the 
world but to change it, has become 
slogan then. The left wing Hegelians 
expanded themselves towards 
socialism and forms of liberalism. 'The 
ration is real and the real is rational' 
positioned as social and liberal as 
19th century forms of social 
knowledge. Though by the middles of 
19th century, Hegelian thought was 
almost dead, but got itself restored as 
the form of British Hegelianism in the 
works of T. H. Green, Bradley and 
Bosanquet with a renewed vigour of 
political impetus and influence in 
Italy it’ll not unreal to claim that the 
interpretation of Hegel's philosophy 
paved way to the construction of 
Fascism in Italian politics. 

It is interesting to note that 
the dialectic reason intrinsic to 
Hegel's system of absolute idealism 
became an axis to Marxian theory of 
history and society. According to 
Habermas, "Marx has only one 
concern, to demonstrate through 
precise scientific investigation the 
necessity of definite orders of social 
relations and to register as 
irreproachably as possible the facts 
that serve him as points of departure 
and confirmation . . . Marx considers 
the movement of society as a process 
of natural history, governed by laws 
that are not only independent of the 
will, consciousness, and intention of 
men but instead, and conversely, 
determine their will, consciousness, 
and intentions". (Source: Knowledge & 
Human Interest: Chapter Three: The 
Idea of the Theory of Knowledge as 
Social Theory 1968, publ. Polity Press, 
1987.) 

 
The influence of Hegel, some his 
concepts found employed by in 
sociology in Lorenz von Stein's work, 
for example, in jurisprudence, the 
historical school of Lasalle and in the 
field of history by Droysen, Ranke and 
so on. When the right wing of 
Hegelian tradition got itself immersed 
within Hegelianism the left wing 
tradition continued to practice the 
critical moments in Hegelian 
philosophy which gave rise to specific 
form of knowledge as theories of 
society or state. 

The dialectic method of 
Hegelian system perceived history as 
part of the very content / unfolding 
of reason. Hegel himself attempted to 
demonstrate how the intellectual 
powers of mankind developed in to 
social and political practice to realize 
reason. Modern philosophy no longer 
remained in ivory towers, but turned 
itself into social and political 
theories, as forms of social 
knowledge/episteme. Philosophy 
demonstrated as Meta-theory about 
social theory and practice. Or put it 
differently, the survival of philosophy 
had to be beyond philosophy; the 
social and the political arena become 
the grinding stone of philosophy. 
Three, points out: "By turning the 
construction of the manifestation of 
consciousness into an encoded 
representation of the self-production 
of the species, Marx discloses the 
mechanism of progress in the 
experience of reflection, a 
mechanism that was concealed in 
Hegel's philosophy" (Source: 
Knowledge & Human Interest, 1968, 
pub. Polity Press, 1987.) 

Thus, the rationality of modern 
philosophy within modernity becomes 
the social and political. The text 
could not afford to be textual but to 
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be turned into political and social. 
The rational tradition spearheaded by 
Descartes within the epistemic 
foundations of modern philosophy 
came, to a close almost in I legel's 
thought as philosophy and got itself 
converted as form of social knowledge 
due to the 
interpretations and application of 
modernist engagements. Within 
philosophy who interpreted the world 
as reason, subjecting nature and 
history and freedom. Hegets, system 
of thought directed philosophy to 
social theory and this would mean 
that philosophy got itself negated and 
emerged as social knowledge 
constituting the social and political 
systems of human life. Hegelianism 
thus paved way for social theories 
representing the bridge between 
modernisms to late modernism, 
namely the new forms of critical 
theory that emerged as social theory 
of knowledge. 

Thus the 17th century propelled 
the thesis that Reason is the 
foundation of knowledge, a 
philosophical slogan upheld by the 
rising middle class of Europeans, got 
itself tuned into political economic 
theories paving way for a war of 
science against any pseudo science be 
that church or aristocracy or 
landlordism. The trends of modernity 
such as French Enlightenment against 
absolutism, liberalism against 
confinement or slavery, secularism 
against the sacred centers, 
democracy against totalitarianism are 
some of the developments or 
socializations of the epistemology of 
modernity. The tentacles of reason 
thus extended to the social, political, 
economic and cultural. Reason with 
all its vulgarities emerged itself into a 
determining foundation of truth/ 
knowledge, as a renewed form of 

totalitarianism, forming a mega social 
narrative, which the postmodern 
interventions try to expose its 
incredulity. 
 
The workings and modernism 

The implications of Reason as 
foundation of truth and knowledge, 
allowed the possibility to look fresh 
into the scientific possibilities of 
conceiving the world. It included 
human intervention to rework at the 
world according to his own design not 
allow himself to be domesticated by 
the ideas of scholasticism that God is 
the designer.  

The meaning of the world as 
rational implied, first, that it could 
be comprehended and changed by 
man's knowingful action. Nature was 
regarded as rational in its very 
structure, with subject and object 
meeting in the medium of reason and 
the extension of which is that the 
social that can be comprehended and 
changed by human intervention and     
action. That we are not pre-
determined, fatalistic but we are and 
we ought to be determined and 
guided by reason is the thematic 
claim of modernism. Reason by its 
applications can modify the face of 
the earth, be it natural or social. The 
control and experimentation of the 
natural world through reason is 
treated as progress and happiness of 
human kind. Reason turned itself as a 
form of control of the natural world. 

The human subject, the 
rational and autonomous ego became 
the organizing principle of life of both 
the natural and social order. It is held 
that human by scientific, social and 
political education would become a 
rational self in a rational world. The 
modernist frame of reason implied a 
strong sense of universality and 
totality. For, the emphasis on reason 
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declares that man's acts are those of 
a thinking subject guided by 
conceptual knowledge, by which the 
contingencies and particularities can 
be traversed and humans could arrive 
at universal and necessary laws that 
govern natural and social world 
(Kant). By a process of scientific 
induction (Khunn, Karl Popper, 
Lakatos) it is held that humans could 
discover the necessary laws that 
govern and are common to diversities 
of particularities, which would be the 
theoretical foundation for further 
guidance and governance and 
direction. Such universal concepts 
would be organizing centers, 
principles of organisation of the 
natural and social world. In other 
words, the modernists embarked the 
belief that the constituent of the 
world is objective and human life is to 
be based on the objective structure of 
reality. 

The reason of modernity also 
implied the unification of not only the 
natural world but of the social and 
historical world. It treated that 
content of knowledge is universal, as 
the source of our understanding of 
the world. This means that the that 
the rationality of the thinking subject 
is the ultimate basis for the rational 
organisation of society, and a rational 
political organization of human 
society would guarantee equality of 
human subjects.   

Modernism also claimed that 
the thinking self is autonomous: free 
imply social freedom.  Humans as 
thinking subjects are not bound 
historically or socially therefore 
autonomous and free. As the seat of 
universality the thinking ego is 
therefore free, and this is the essence 
of subjectivity. Thus humans are 
essentially free and the proof of 
essential freedom is the fact that the 

thinking subject is not chained to the 
immediately given forms of being, but 
is capable of transcending them and 
changing them in line with his 
concepts. The freedom of the thinking 
subject, in turn, involves his moral 
and practical freedom. For, the truth 
he envisions is not an object for 
passive contemplation, but an 
objective potentiality calling for 
realization of autonomity. The idea of 
reason thus implies the freedom to 
act according to reason.  The idea of 
reason emerged as technical progress 
and technical progress turned as 
technical control of both natural and 
social life, by a method of controlled 
experimentation and universal 
extension of it. To be rational is to be 
scientific and to be scientific is to be 
technological, to be echnological is to 
be progressive/is the principle of 
organization of modernity. 

The trends of modern 
rationalism such as the Descaritan 
mechanistic theory, Thomas Hobbes 
political thought, Spinoza's 
mathematical ethics, and Leibniz's 
monadology, all attempted to treat 
the social world in the model of the 
natural world as if human world can 
be governed by objective laws, 
analogous or even identical with the 
laws of nature. Here arise a paradox 
in the modernist rational way of 
conceptualization. The modernist 
concern of epistemic justification on 
the grounds of reason became a 
failed( epistemology in very 
modernism itself. The rational 
justification warranted by rationalism 
got submerged into social and 
political justification of truth/ 
knowledge within modernity.   
 
Paradoxes of modernism 

On the one hand modern 
rationalism asserted the individual 



Vol. 1                            Special Issue 1                      June 2013               ISSN : 2320 –2653 

 

Shanlax International Journal of Education        88 

 

subject as free and on the other it 
asserts that objective laws govern the 
life world. On the model of that 
natural, the human social is pictured 
to the extent of denying the very 
freedom of subjectivity it positioned. 
The triumph of reason extending 
technological control or design of 
social Proved failure to human 
freedom and the treatment of the 
autonomous subjectivity. The more 
reason triumphed in technology and 
natural science, the more reluctantly 
did it call for freedom in man's social 
life. 
  The enlightenmentalists 
unfortunately ended up with their 
own irrationality. Philosophical 
rationalism expressed as social and 
political theories in the model of the 
control of natural world turned itself 
into new form totalitarianism, the 
late modern sense of slavery. The 
epistemic criterion of truth as 
rational picture/representations 
turned and proved to be repressive. 
The freedom of modernity itself 
becomes totalitarian in its so 
construed form in the late modern 
period. 
  
Postmodern interventions 

The age of reason extended as 
the progressive modernism also 
witnessed the two world wars. The 
World War-I left progressive 
modernism in a confused and 
conflicting status. The World War-II 
was again a deathblow to human race 
and its alleged claims of Reason, 
Truth and Progress of mankind. World 
War -II effectively demonstrated the 
social destructive face of modernism. 
Adorna, points out how the Nazi 
holocaust converted rationalism to 
human ashes and how the death cries 
at Auschwitz at Hitler's racial 
militancy repressed their voices. The 

Germans (Hegel), after all, were a 
'civilized people' who had actively 
participated in the modernist 
enterprise from the  beginning. 

Postmodernism is one of those 
elusive academic terms applied to 
many different fields of study. Many 
seem to understand what it means 
individually, bill few agree 
collectively. Postmodernism contains 
different trends of thought. Some 
academic postmodernists (such as the 
well-publicized deconstructionists) 
hold that what we can think of as a 
"relativistic" postmodernism, in which 
each person is an isolated interpreter 
of a reality with no intrinsic meaning 
or spiritual basis or any underlying 
meaning of life. This is really a view 
that comes from the nihilistic 
excesses of existentialism. Of more 
interest to us is what could be called 
"holistic" postmodernism, or 
affirmative postmodernism in which 
each person is a unique contributor to 
the whole unfolding of his/her own 
consciousness of the world. Post-
Modernists in general pursue the 
'freedom' to express themselves in the 
most creative way. For many of them 
the power of stories/narratives 
overrides the power of empirical 
evidence or rational justification,  
Progressive modernism is riddled with 
doubt about the continued viability of 
the notion of progress where as 
conservative modernism, in the 
United States at least, has fallen prey 
in the political realm to the 
influences of the Church in the form 
of the so-called religious right which 
in recent years especially has 
seriously undermined the very 
constitutional foundations of the 
whole American experiment. 

To make things worse, with the 
advent of the Cold War and the 
constant threat of nuclear 
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destruction, any sort of future looks 
doubtful. What we have witnessed is 
the loss of human lives and rise of 
colonialism under the coverage of 
modern trade and politics. Modernity 
witnessed the erosion of Soviet 
Russia. Starvation death, Poverty and 
exploitation on the rise - In the late 
part of 20th century, cultural forces 
has risen sharply in direct opposition 
to modernist forms of knowledge and 
social construction. Promised 
economic prosperity under globalized 
conditions becomes a misnomer. A 
growing number of people come to 
believe that the modernist enterprise 
has failed. In the search for reasons 
to explain this failure, questions have 
necessarily been raised about the 
whole Western rationalistic/humanist 
tradition. It has become apparent to 
many that the worldview fostered 
through Modernism (and by the 
Western humanist tradition) is 
flawed, corrupt, and oppressive, 
floundering and directionless. 
 
Postmodern Alternative Forms of 
Knowledge 

In recent decades humanity has 
begun the process-albeit with 
resistance and struggle-of developing 
a new cosmology that recognizes the 
limitations of the modern worldview 
and celebrates postmodern 
multiplicity and deconstruction as an 
avenue to overcome injustice. As 
against the modernist versions such as 
- knowledge/truth is objective, 
factual, formal, derivable, universal, 
with an absolute standard for right 
and wrong, the postmodernists claim 
that knowledge/truth is contextually 
(culturally) constructed, relativistic, 
plurality presentative, experiential 
not experimental affirmative of inter 
subjective cultural plurality. The 
Civil/human Rights movements, the 

emergence of widespread women's 
and Dalit movements, green 
movements and other such 
transformations in societies are the 
signs of affirmative postmodern 
movement. 

Postmodern interventions 
wages a war against the modernist 
construction of knowledge, it is a war 
against the forms of violence intrinsic 
to modernity and its epistemic and 
political and cultural rationality. 
Some of the signal posts of 
postmodernist forms of knowledge 
include deconstructionism, anti-
totalitarianism, multiple forms of 
presentations,post developmentalism, 
postcolonial discourse, post 
structuralism etc. But these trends 
share a certain amount of similarity 
as well as dissimilarity and are 
sometimes interchanged with one 
another/jThe bottom line is that any 
comments about Post Modernism by 
anyone should be understood within 
their peculiar interpretation in mind. 
It is marked by difference and 
disagreements. Postmodern 
discussions propose multiple forms of 
knowledge. In a specific sense it is a 
departure from modernist obsession 
of rationality and its alleged 
objectivity of knowledge forms of 
certainty. "Postmodernism is partly 
the consequence of the failures of 
modernism (which assumes a logical 
and ordered world whose laws can be 
uncovered by science) and its 
emancipatory project, a project, 
which is rooted in a myth of progress, 
which assumes that the growth of 
human knowledge will lead to a 
desirable future for all. This progress 
of the sciences, technologies and the 
arts was proposed to liberate 
humanity from ignorance, poverty, 
backwardness and despotism and 
produce happy, enlightened citizens 
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who are the masters of their own 
destinies (Lyotard, J. F. (1984) The 
Postmodern Condition: A Report on 
Knowledge, Manchester: Manchester 
University Press). 

It is a reaction against any 
claims to totalized forms of 
knowledge; it is anti-positivistic, anti 
representationist, and anti 
formalistic; (Refer: LyotardJ it 
upholds a rupture or discontinuity as 
against the Hegelian dialectics of 
continuity and progression. Under the 
suffocation of teachnocraticity 
universality and militant uniformity 
postmodernists propose discontinuity 
and escapism to contextual plurality 
and identity politics. Post modernism 
believes that the Modernism and its 
research technique is not sufficiently 
capable of addressing cultural and 
emotional and psychological factors 
(Refer: Carolyn Ellis: crisis of 
representation). Postmodernism in a 
nutshell is a way of viewing the world 
around us devoid of any overarching 
theory. Post modernist in general 
suspect all truth claims of masking 
and serving particular power-interests 
in local, cultural and political 
struggles. For them no method has a 
privileged status. The superiority of 
[social] science over literature-or 
from another vantage point literature 
over [social] science [research]-is 
challenged here. The rational as 
social is brought into question here. 
The core of postmodernism is the 
doubt that any method or theory, 
discourse or genre, tradition or 
novelty, has a universal and general 
claim as the "right" or privileged form 
of authoritative knowledge. For 
postmodernists, multiplicity and 
relationality is factual and one has to 
recognize it. "It is an incredulity 
toward meta-liarratives, rational 
enlightenment thinking, and other 

efforts to create unified explanations 
of reality (Lyotard, 1989)"; it is an 
attempt to denounce any forms 
hegemonic dualism be it scientific or 
social. 'It is a belief that the creation 
of a holistic, just, and ecologically 
sustainable educational culture is not 
only possible but essential to the 
survival of human life (Griffin, 1988; 
Kesson, 1993); it announces a 
fundamental option for the poor and 
marginalized in society as part of a 
larger movement toward radical 
democracy in an anti-racist and post-
colonial world (Freire, 1985; 
Kincheloe, 1993; Lather, 1991; 
McCarthy, 1990; McLaren, 1989); Post 
modern trends suggest a strong sense 
of the central role of imagination and 
aesthetics that leads to the 
conclusion that ultimately we must 
see ourselves as expressions of art 
(Greene, 1995; Nietzsche, 1968); It is 
a sense of urgency about 
environmental, economic, and social 
issues that necessitates the inclusion 
of ecological sustainability, 
multiculturalism, and cooperative 
practices in the construction of 
research methodologies and curricular 
practices (Daly and Cobb, 1989); It is 
a strong belief in the prophetic 
dimension of research that requires 
bold initiatives to address social, 
political, economic, spiritual, racial, 
and gender issues in the educational 
process (Kozol, 1991, Books and 
Slattery, 1997); 

I believe that postmodern 
trends -especially when interfacing 
with complexity of perspectives, 
critical theory, post structural 
psychology, phenomenological 
aesthetics, and prophetic eschatology 
etc, are emerging as a viable and 
exciting alternative forms of 
knowledge and meaning to be 
embarked that move well beyond 
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progressive type of social 
reconstruction. As we explore 
postmodern alternatives, we must 
constantly be reminded of Derrida's 
caution, "I was quite explicit about 
the fact that nothing of what I have 
said had a destructive meaning. 
[Deconstruction] has nothing to do 
with destruction. [I]t is simply a 
question of...being alert to the 
implications, to the historical 
sedimentation in the language we 
use-and that is not destruction" (1972, 
p. 271). 

The postmodern movement in 
art, architecture, philosophy, and 
literary theory in recent decades has 
emphasized eclecticism, 
deconstruction, and multiple forms of 
representations. The most articulated 
signals of postmodernism are: s - the 
death of the subject (cogito as 
presence is destroyed and remains as 
a decentered identity), the 
repudiation of depth models of 
reality, the rejection of grand 
narratives or universal explanations of 
history, the illusion of the 
transparency of language, the 
impossibility of any final meaning, the 
effects of power on the objects it 
represents, The failure of pure reason 
to understand the world, the de-
centering of the Western logos and 
with it the de-throwing of the "first 
world," Post-Modernism, as 
interventions,transcends generational 
lines of a singular overarching theory. 
In every generation, there are certain 
events that take place that begin to 
formulate the way that particular 
generation or group of people sees 
the world, it's leaders, it's politics, 
and it's way of dealing with life. 
 The postmodern is deliberately 
elusive as a concept, avoiding as 
much as possible the modernist desire 
to classify and thereby delimit, 

bound, and confine. Postmodernism 
partakes of uncertainty, insecurity, 
doubt, and accepts ambiguity towards 
manifold sense of creativity. Whereas 
Modernism seeks closure in form and 
is concerned with conclusions, 
postmodernism is open, unbounded, 
and concerned with the rupture of 
and 'becoming' anew. Postmodernism 
typically challenges foundationalism, 
essentialism, and realism. For Richard 
Rorty (1989) the presuppositions to be 
set aside are foundationalist 
assumptions shared by 16th to 18th 
century philosophers. For Nietzche, 
Heidegger, Foucault, and Derrida, the 
presuppositions to be set aside are as 
old as metaphysics and Plato. The 
post-modern knowledge process is an 
artistic ("reflexive") expression to 
demask pretensions, becoming aware 
of one's cultural self in history, and 
accelerating the process of self-
consciousness. 

Taking to the foregoing 
discussion, the following themes may 
be treated as postmodern alternated 
forms of knowledge. They are: 
(a) A sense of Foundationlessness, 
which implies that human knowing is 
the outcome and interpretation and 
that, any claims to transcendent or 
universal knowledge or irrefutable 
proofs are in doubt. 
(b) A sense of Fragmentation in 
which the 'real' is not a unitary 
integrated system but a fragmented 
accumulation of disparate elements 
and events. 
(c) The idea of Diversity, where 
difference is seen as the basis for 
language and communication and 
where diversity permeates all social 
relations and presents opportunity 
rather than being a problem that 
needs to be resolved. 
(d) A renews sense of Social 
constructivism whereby human 
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knowledge is socially constructed, and 
those constructions are 
problematically open to ontological 
reification in which human creations 
are seen as timelessly natural. 
(e) And new forms of pragmatism, 
which accepts the postmodern 
conclusion that there can be no 
coherent predictive body of 
knowledge that is based on an 
independent (objective) reality. New 
Pragmatic knowing concentrates on 
understanding how rather than what 
laws of nature give rise to certain 
phenomenon, yet recognizes that in 
taking action, individuals cannot rely 
on universalities to inform their 
behaviour. (Garrick, J. (1998) 
Informal Learning in the Workplace: 
Unmasking Human Resource 
Development. London: Rutledge) 
Postmodern alternate knowledge 
forms, in Lyotard's spirit, wages war 
on totality of representation that 
reduces knowledge to information 

transmission, disciplinary structures, 
grand narratives, and concepts of 
"reason" that continue to foster the 
bifurcations that ignite racism, 
patriarchy, homophobia, colonialism, 
and classism. It is a critical awareness 
that we live in a culture of imposition 
and degradation. Postmodern search 
refuses to be bound by rigid modern 
bifurcations and the divisive linear 
logic. In so doing affirmative 
postmodern trends pronounces the 
celebration of the Face-to-Face 
relationship by restoring the broken-
particular as to restore the whole -an 
alternate epistemic and ethical 
primacy and urgency in our times. 
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Abstract  
 Dropout rate is defined as the 
proportion of children that cease to 
remain enrolled in the schooling system. 
The following objectives have been 
framed for the present study (1)To study 
the relationship between dropout 
incidence and Socio-economic (2)To study 
the relationship between dropout 
incidence and parental factor (3)To study 
the relationship between dropout 
incidence and pupils personal factor 
(4)To study the relationship between 
dropout incidence and school related 
factor (5)To compare the awareness of 
factors associated with dropouts with 
regard to Gender(6)To compare the 
awareness of factors associated with 
dropout with regard School type and 
location. The investigator followed the 
Survey Method in the present study. The 
investigator developed and used 
Standardized Questionnaire Opinionnaire 
and the items given in the Questionnaire 
/ Opinionnaire were verified and pooled 
with the help of the subject experts. 
Within the limitations of the study the 
findings were drawn the representatives 
of the sample students.  
Keywords: Dropout, Opinionnaire, 
parental factor and Survey Method. 
 
Introduction  
 Education is considered to be the 
most effective instrument for equalizing 
Opportunities and reducing disparities 
between human beings. In a democratic 
society like ours, the thrust is to equalize 
and enlarge the coverage and improve 
the quality of education in educational 
institutions so that a person belonging to 
any caste, creed, sex, region or economic 
strata would have the chance of 
developing his potential to the fullest 
possible extent. No doubt, huge amounts 
of money are being spent on education to 
eradicate illiteracy but still a large 

portion of mankind remains in the grip of 
illiteracy. Even though the Government 
launched the programme of 
Universalization of Education, only one 
third of the population of the children in 
the age group 6-14 years receives formal 
education. Others either are not 
admitted to the school or they leave the 
school prematurely. That is: Before 
attaining the elementary school 
education.  
 
Dropouts - India  
 Dropout rate is defined as the 
proportion of children that cease to 
remain enrolled in the schooling system. 
There are a number of methods for 
estimating dropout rate. One of them, 
followed in the Selected Education 
Statistics (SES) of the Ministry of Human 
Resource Development, is as follows:  
a) Gross dropout rates for classes (1-V) = 

{1-(Enrolment in Class V during the 
reference year divided by the 
enrolment in Class 1 four years 
ago)}*100.  

b) Gross dropout rates for classes (I-VIII) 
= (1-(Enrolment in Class VIII during 
the reference year divided by the 
enrolment in Class I seven years ago)) 
*100.  

c) Details of year/stage-wise gross 
dropout rates generally indicates two 
points on the reducing trend of 
dropout rates, both at the primary 
and upper primary stages and two, a 
pear-gender neutrality among the 
dropout rates. The major limitation in 
the process of such calculation is that 
is does not take into account the 
repetition and transfer of children.  

 Data collected through DISE 
provides repeaters' enrolment, class/sex-
wise. Two consecutive years' data thus 
collected can be used to generate a 
reconstructed cohort which is much more 
appropriate to estimate the dropout 
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rates. Moreover, DISE data are school-
wise. Using such data for the schools 
which remained common in two 
consecutive years, a new database has 
been generated and the dropout rates 
are calculated. This suggests that the 
dropout rates were 15% in 2002-03 which 
reduced to 13% in 2003-04 and further 
reduced to 12% in 2004-05. Although the 
trend is encouraging, concerted efforts 
would be needed to ensure further 
reduction.  
 
Dropouts – Tamilnadu  
 Tamil Nadu has been consistently 
in the forefront in implementation of 
educational programmers over the years. 
Tamil Nadu is next only to Kerala and 
Maharashtra in overall and female 
literacy among the major states in the 
country. The overall literacy rate has 
gone up from 62.7% in 1991 to 73.47% in 
2001. The female literacy rate has gone 
up by more than 13 %age points from 
51.33% in 1991 to 64.55% in 2001, The 
ratio of male literacy to female literacy 
has come down from 1.40 in 1991 to 1.27 
in 2001, revealing the narrowing of 
gender inequality in the State. In Tamil 
Nadu the plan expenditure on education, 
which was only, Rs.3.82 crore during the 
First Five Year Plan has increased to 
about Rs.1861.06 crore during Tenth 
Plan. For the Eleventh Plan 2007-12, the 
outlay for education is proposed to be 
increased substantially to about 
Rs.3811.92 crore.  
 The School Education Department 
is moving towards Universalization of 
Secondary Education apart from 
Universalization of Elementary 
Education. The success story of Tamil 
Nadu under Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) 
has become a model to be emulated at 
the national level. The Population 
 Census revealed that the gender 
gap in literacy rate was high at 22 %age 
points in rural Tamil Nadu as compared 
to the urban areas (13 %age points).  
 Various measures through Sarva 
Shisha Abhiyan, Elementary Education 
and Directorate of School Education have 
been taken up in bridging the gender-

gap. But as far as sex ratio of Tamil Nadu 
is concerned, it is in comfortable position 
when compared to many states and union 
territories. In order to bridge the gap, 
many social welfare schemes have been 
implemented to attract the girl children 
and also vocational component has been 
introduced as an integral part of girl's 
education under SSA.  
 Dropout Rate in Tamil Nadu — 
Government has provided education, for 
all children in the age group of 6 to 14 
and takes various measures to improve 
the Secondary and Higher Secondary 
Education. The dropout rate at various 
levels has been considerably reduced 
over the years. The School Education has 
been structured in Tamil Nadu as 4 
levels, namely Primary, Upper Primary, 
Secondary and Higher Secondary.  
 
Statement of the Problem  
 Talents and abilities are present 
in every sections and regions of the 
country. Utilization of the talent and 
contribution of every member of the 
country for the enrichment, development 
and betterment of the country because 
human resources are the most important 
in any economic endeavor particularly in 
the developing country. Development of 
human resources through education and 
training is capable of bringing positive 
returns to both the individual as well as 
the country. Even though the 
Government and various commissions and 
committees recommended so many 
provisions still the problem of dropout 
will exist at high schools. In present 
circumstances secondary education 
cannot be viewed as a mere extension of 
elementary education, but it is the 
preparation of adolescents as better 
human resources, capable of contributing 
to economic, social and national 
development. Considering the 
importance of this the Secondary 
Education Commission (1952) 
recommended Secondary education a 
terminal stage as well as preparatory one 
for higher education.  
 Thus, in the light of these factors, 
the investigator felt the need to study on 
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the topic "A Study of Dropout and 
Stagnation among the High School 
Students in Tiruchirappalli District”.  
 
Need of the Study  
 The modern world is based on 
science and technology; it is secondary 
education which is being considered as 
the minimum levels of attainment for the 
survival of the people. It leads to several 
middle level jobs and pre-job training 
courses and self-employment. 
Furthermore, it exposes students to the 
contribution in the field of science, social 
sciences and humanities; to the 
development of a nation and provides 
them an opportunity to understand their 
constitutional duties and responsibilities. 
Secondary education is more valuable 
and of immense importance in a country 
because of its terminal and transitional 
nature and rapid urbanization. It is a 
platform to develop and foster economic 
and societal growth. 
 Many developed countries have 
made efforts to provide free and 
compulsory education up to the age of 
16. According to Sixth All India 
Educational Survey (NCERT, 1995) in 
India, secondary and senior secondary 
levels of education have grown at an 
unusual fast pace from 25.85 to 52.11 
percent during 1986-1993. This 
influenced demands for tertiary and 
higher education.  
 The Dropout problem is not 
peculiar to India alone. It is a worldwide 
phenomenon. The problem of dropout is 
becoming serious day by day as the- large 
number of children leave the school 
before completing their basic level of 
education. This problem posse’s serious 
threat to the future of education in our 
country. The dropout may be due to 
different reasons at the elementary and 
secondary stage of education. The 
dropouts are not only betraying the 
ambitious of the parents but also prove 
to be a great wastage of their money, 
time, efforts and resources of the 
Government which in turn is a great set-
back for the nation. Therefore, it is 
essential to study the problem deeply 

considering every aspect of the factors 
associated with dropout incidence so that 
the menace of the dropout rate may be 
reduced in future.  
 
Objectives of the Study  
 The following objectives have 
been framed for the present study  
• To study the relationship between 

dropout incidence and Socio-
economic.  

• To study the relationship between 
dropout incidence and parental 
factor.  

• To study the relationship between 
dropout incidence and pupils personal 
factor.  

• To study the 'relationship between 
dropout incidence and school related 
factor.  

• To compare the awareness of factors 
associated with dropouts with regard 
to Gender  

• To compare the awareness of factors 
associated with dropout with regard 
School type and location.  

 
Hypothesis of the Study  
 Keeping in view, the above 
objectives, the following hypotheses 
were framed for empirical verification. 
The following are the major null 
hypotheses of the present study:  
• There is no significant difference 

between the mean scores of Male and  
• There is no significant difference 

between the mean scores of 
Government School students and 
Government-aided school students 
with respect to awareness on factors 
associated with dropouts.  

• There is no significant difference 
between the mean scores of Locality 
of The school with respect to 
awareness on factors associated with 
dropouts.  

• There is no significant difference 
between the mean scores of two 
different  

• Educational group parents of the 
students with respect to the 
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awareness on factors associated with 
dropouts.  

• There is no significant difference 
between the mean scores of student's 
- socio economic status of the family 
with respect to awareness on factors 
associated with dropouts.  

• There is no significant difference 
between the mean scores of nuclear 
family and joint family of students 
with respect to awareness on factors 
associated with dropouts.  

 
Limitation of the study  
 The nature of any research 
implies certain limitation or restrictions 
about the tools, sample- - and - nature of 
the area. There are some limitations are 
also undertaken for this study due to the 
time disposal of the study. The following 
are the certain limitation framed for this 
study:  
• The study is carried out only on the 

topic called on A Study of Awareness 
on Factors associated Dropouts and 
Stagnation among High School 
Student.  

• The geographical area of the study 
was limited to Tiruchirappalli 
Educational District.  

• The study is carried out only in the 
selected schools.  

• The investigation is carried out only 
at the high- school level taking 
9thstandard students.  

• The study is conducted only to '48 
numbers of students.  

• The study is limited to selected 
variables namely gender, type of -
school, locality of school, parent's 
education, parent's monthly income 
and family structure.  

 
Review of Related Literature  
 Karen C.Foster(2008) conducted a 
study on ―The Transformative Potential 
of Teacher Care as Described by Students 
in a Higher Education Access Initiative 
the ―attitude -achievement gap‖ Study 
reveals that characterizing economically 
disadvantaged students of colour is 
reexamined in a study of student 

perceptions of a higher education access 
program. Their descriptions of past and 
present experiences of teachers are 
contextualized in research citing the 
impact of stress, social stigma, and 
teacher misperceptions on economically 
disadvantaged students’ capacity to 
engage with school. The contrast of their 
descriptions underscores the pivotal role 
that teachers play in shaping developing 
identities. Student descriptions reflect 
the aspects of their relationships with 
teachers that signify authentic care and 
commitment to their academic success. 
The finding indicate changes in students’ 
understanding of the learning process and 
the connection between high school 
academic performance and college 
admission grounded in realistic self-
assessment of their academic challenges. 
The findings suggest plasticity in 
educational identity development in 
older students and demonstrate the 
importance of including students’ 
perspectives in research and evaluation 
of programs indented to support them.  
 Ruth Curran Nelld, Scott Stoner 
Eby and Frank Furstenberg 
(2008),conducted a study on ―Connecting 
Entrance and Departure : The Transition 
to Ninth Grade and High School‖ Recent 
reports have demonstrated that the 
United States has a dropout crisis of 
alarming proportions. In some large-city 
school systems, more than 50% of 
students leave high school without a 
diploma. A large proportion of these 
dropouts have not accumulated enough 
credits to be promoted beyond ninth 
grade. Using survey and student record 
data for a cohort of Philadelphia public 
school students, the authors find that 
ninth grade academic outcomes are not 
simply proxies for student characteristics 
measured during the pre-high school 
years and that ninth grade outcome and 
substantially to the ability to predict 
dropout. An implication is that efforts to 
decrease the dropout rate would do well 
focus on the critical high school 
transition year.  
 Sara Rosenblum, Hadas Goldblatt 
and Victor Moin(2008), conducted a study 
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on ―The hidden Dropout Phenomenon 
among the immigrant High School 
Students‖ The high school dropout has 
become a serious problem in many places 
around the world. Hidden dropout or 
irregular school attendance may be the 
first stage of school dropout. This article 
examine the hidden dropout phenomenon 
among Ethiopian immigrant adolescents 
aged 14-18 in Israel, as a prototype type 
of immigration from a traditional, rural 
society to a western one. Sixty irregular 
school attendees were compared with 28 
regular attendees, regarding the 
following characteristics: Family, socio-
economic background, psychological 
distress by symptoms (BSI),self-
efficacy(SEF),perceived support(MSPSS) 
and cognitive skills(Roc F).Results 
indicated that both groups came from 
similar low socio-economic backgrounds 
and showed similarly poor cognitive 
performance levels, However, among the 
hidden dropout group, the perceived 
social support was significantly higher 
and feelings of stress were significantly 
lower. Several explanations results and 
research and practice implications are 
discussed.  
 Suh-Ruu Ou(2008), conducted a 
study on ―Do GED Recipients differ from 
Graduates and School Dropouts‖ he 
revealed that the difference in income, 
crime, health, mental health and 
substance use among high school 
dropouts, GED recipients, and high school 
graduates are investigated. The study 
sample is drawn from the Chicago 
Longitudinal Study (CLS), an ongoing 
investigation of a controlling for socio 
demographic factors, early cognitive 
skills, and participation in postsecondary 
education, results indicate that are 
significant difference between the 
dropouts and GED recipients, and 
between GED recipients and high 
graduates in the five aspects quarterly 
income equal to or above average, life 
satisfaction, future optimism symptoms 
of serve depression, and substance use.  
 Jen Russell (2008) conducted a 
study on ―Numbers and Rates of Public 
High School Dropouts : School Year 2004-

2005‖ The high school dropout rate was 
3.9 percent for the 2004-2005 school year 
– similar to the two preceding years-for 
the 46 states that provided the U.S. 
Department of Education with data on 80 
percent of the nation’s students. The 
report breaks down the dropout statistics 
by gender, ethnicity and region, finding 
that California, New York and Texas had 
the highest number of dropouts. The 
center is the main federal agency that 
gathers, analyzes and publishes 
education data.  
 Philip Oreopoulos (2007) 
conducted a study ―Do dropouts drop out 
too soon? Wealth, health and happiness 
compulsory from schooling‖ This paper 
uses empirical result is that lifetime 
wealth increases by about 15% with an 
extra year of compulsory schooling. 
Students compelled to stay in school are 
also less likely to report being in poor 
health, unemployed, and unhappy. The 
main conclusion is that high school 
aversion alone is unlikely to explain why 
dropouts forgo substantial gains to 
lifetime wealth. The results are more 
consistent with the possibility that 
adolescents ignore or heavily discount 
future consequences when deciding to 
drop out of school. If teenagers are 
myopic, making school compulsory or 
offering incentives to stay in school may 
help prove lifetime outcomes.  
 Bhattacharya Abhijit (2008) 
conducted a study on "Assessing School 
Dropout Rate at Primary Level in Eastern 
Region of India" The present study 
attempts to predict the percentage of 
districts with school drop-out rate of less 
than 10% at primary level (grades one 
through five) in the eastern region of 
India. The eastern region comprises of 
the States of West Bengal, Orissa, Bihar 
and Jharkhand. The computational 
experience pro-vides strong statistical 
evidence (p-value-0.9928) for the use of 
proposed Beta - Binomial model as an 
effective tool for assessing the school 
drop-out rate. It has been estimated that 
in the next three years, only 25% of the 
districts in eastern region are expected 
to achieve the targeted dropout rate of 
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less than 10% whereas 20% of the districts 
are expected to have more than 10% 
dropout rate. In view of Government's 
goal of reducing school drop-out rate to 
less than 10%, the predicted percentages 
seem to be alarming and call for 
immediate intervention of policy makers 
and planners to reformulate appropriate 
strategies to ensure more number of,-
(littts:i6-haVeless than 10% dropout rate.  
 Paneerselvam (2008) reported 
that "Educatain--for dropouts" Deported 
that Indira Gandhi National Open 
University (IGNOU) has Foundation, a 
leading NGO here, to take higher 
educatOnS Orttinities to school dropouts 
in rural areas. The MoU facilitates an 
associate programme of IGNOU for the 13 
community colleges run by DI-LAN 
Foundation, under which courses would 
be offered in computer application with 
fee concession. The programme would 
cover dropouts of Class X and Class XII 
and enable them to obtain a bachelor 7 
degree in computer applications, 
preceded by a six-month bridge course 
for Class X dropouts. The course is likely 
to start by January 2009 and would 
benefit around 1,500 students.  
 Ruchita Sharma, Shubhangna 
Sharma and Shipra Nagar (2007) 
conducted a research on "Extent of 
Female School Drop outs in Kangra 
District of Himachal Pradesh" The present 
study was aimed at finding out the extent 
of school dropouts among girls and to 
know the factors responsible for low 
enrolment and dropout of girls in khools. 
A total sample of 150 respondents was 
selected from local Government Senior 
Secondary Schools of Bhawarna Block of 
Himachal Pradesh.  
 
Research Design  
 The investigator followed the 
Survey Method in the present study. The 
investigator developed and used 
Standardized Questionnaire Opinionnairc 
and the items given in the 
Questionnaire/Opinionnaire were verified 
and pooled with the help of the the 
subject experts. The tool was 
administered to the sample selected 

Higher secondary schools. Data were 
collected from the high school students 
Tiruchirappalli Educational District. The 
data were analyzed by applying 
appropriate statistical techniques for 
finding out the awareness on factors 
associated with dropouts and stagnation 
at high school level in Tiruchirappalli 
Educational District.  
 
Sampling techniques 
 A good sample of a population is 
the one which, within restrictions 
imposed by its size, will reproduce the 
characteristics of the population with the 
greatest possible accuracy.  
 Sampling is used for a variety of 
reasons which include,  
1. Saving in time and money.  
2. When the population is large and  
3. Where the measurement technique 

destroys or in some way, alters 
irreversibly the items which are 
measured. Sampling is based on the 
theory of probability.  

 The investigator decided to 
collect the data from Tiruchirappalli 
Educational District. Random Sampling 
technique was adopted by -the 
investigator for this study. There are two 
'capes of sample. The first sample 
consists of 20 students were selected at 
random that the first sample was used for 
establishing the reliability of the tool. 
The second sample was the main sample. 
This was used for the collection of data. 
The main study was conducted with high 
school students from different higher 
secondary schools. While selecting the 
sample the care was taken on to select 
both gender group students from 
different locality and type of school, 
parental education qualification and 
socio-economic status and so on.  
 
Sampling Procedure  
 The sample should be- selected 
from the population by adopting Simple 
Random Sampling Technique. Random 
sampling method has some merits such 
as:  
• The selection of the item in the 

sampling depends entirely on chance, 
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there is no possibility of bias affecting 
the result.  

• The sample represents the universe in 
a better way.  

 The main study consists of 150 
students from both high and higher 
secondary schools were selected by 
random sampling technique. After 
obtaining prior permission from the 
principals of the schools the investigator 
personally administered the tool to the 
students. During the time of answering 
the questionnaire by the students the 
investigator gave proper instructions and 
information to the respondents. There 
was good rapport occurs between the 
researcher and the respondents.  
 
Statistical techniques used for the 
study  
 The following statistical 
techniques were used in this study.  
• Mean and Standard Deviation.  
• t - Test is used for determining the 

significance of difference between 
two sub group variables.  

 
Analysis of Data  
 After collecting the data from the 
respondents, the student's responses 
were entered in the master table. The 
scores were given to each and every 
statements of the scale and these scores 
were used for statistical analysis.  
 The present study is aimed at 
studying the factors associated with 
dropouts and stagnation high school level 
students is Tiruchirappalli Educational 
District. The data required for this study 
were collected from a sample of 150 high 
school students. The data were we want 
subjected to statistical analysis such as 
calculation of mean, standard deviation 
and test of significance using ’t’ test.  
 The hypothesis formulated for the 
present study was tested by applying 
suitable statistical techniques - mean, 
standard deviation and T - Test.  

Hypothesis -1 There is no 
significant difference between the mean 
scores of male and female students with 
respect to the awareness on factors 
associated with dropouts.  

Table 1: Significance of Difference 
between Mean Scores of Male and 

Female Students 
 

Gender N Mean S.D t value 
Male 75 120.2 9.8 

1.496 NS 
Female 75 118.82 10.7 
NS-Not Significant at 0.05 levels, Critical 
value for 0.05 level = 1.98 (DF 146)  

This table shows that the mean 
scores of boys and girls are 120.2 and 
117.82 respectively. The corresponding 
standard deviations are 9.8 and 10.7 
calculated 't' value is 1.496, which is not 
significant. This reveals that there is no 
significant difference between the male 
and female students with respect to the 
awareness on -factors associated with 
dropouts. 

Hypothesis-2 There is no 
significant difference between the mean 
scores of government school students and 
government -aided school students with 
respect to awareness on factors 
associated with dropouts.  

Type of 
School 

Mean N SD 
T 

Value 

Government 
School 

75 116.25 10.70 
2.33* 

Government 
Aided School 

75 121.79 7.81 

* Significant at 0.05 level, Critical value 
for 0.05 level = 1.98(DF 146) 

This table shows that the mean 
scores of government and government—
aided school students are 116.25 and 
121.79 respectively. The corresponding 
standard deviations are 10.70 and 
7.81.The calculated value is 2.33, which 
is significant. The table values of `t' for 
0.01 and 0.05 significant levels ( for DF 
146 ) are 1.98 and 2.61 respectively 
Hence, it is concluded that there is 
significant difference between the mean 
scores Of government school students 
and government -aided school students 
with respect to their awareness on 
factors associated with dropouts.  

Hypothesis-3 There is no 
significant, difference between the mean 
scores of Locality of the school with 
respect to awareness en factors 
associated with dropouts. 
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Table 3: Significance of Difference 
between the Mean Scores of Urban and 

Rural School Students 
Locality of 
the School 

Mean N SD 
T 

Value 

Urban 78 120.29 7.75 
1.761 
NS 

Government 
Aided School 

72 117.5 11.05 

NS-Not Significant at 0.05 level, Critical 
value for 0.05 level = 1.98(DF 146) 

This table shows that the mean 
scores of urban and rural school students 
are 120.29 and 117.5 respectively. The 
corresponding standard deviations are 
7.75 and 11.08. The calculated' value is 
1.761, which is not significant. The table 
values of 't' for 0.01 and 0.05 , significant 
levels (DF 146 ) are 1.98 and 2.61 
respectively. Hence, it is calculated 
there is no significant difference between 
the mean scores of locality of the school 
with respect to their awareness on 
factors associated with dropouts.  

Hypothesis-4 There is no 
significant difference between the mean 
scores of two different educational group 
parents of the students with respect to 
the awareness on -factors associated with 
dropouts.  
Table 4: Significance of Difference 
between the Mean Scores of Two 

Different Educational Group Parents of 
the Students 

Parents 
Education 

Mean N SD 
T 

Value 

Above 
Secondary 

74 120.3 8.78 
0.44NS 

Below 
Secondary 

76 118.44 10.60 

NS -Not Significant at 0.05 levels, Critical 
value for 0.05 level = 1.98(DF 146)  

This table shows that the mean 
scores of the students of above secondary 
level educated parents and the students 
of below secondary educated level 
educated parents are 120.13 and 118.44 
respectively. The corresponding standard 
deviations are 8.78 and 10.60. The 
calculated value is 0.44, which is not 
significant. The table values of 't' for 0.01 
and 0.05 significant levels (for DF 146) 
are 1.98 and 2.61 respectively. Hence, it 
indicates that there is no significant 

difference between the mean scores of 
two different educational group parents 
of the students with respect to their 
awareness on factors associated with 
dropouts.  

Hypothesis - 5 There is no 
significant difference between the mean, 
scores of student's socio economic Status 
of the family with respect to awareness 
on factors associated with dropouts.  
Table 5: Significance of Difference 

between the Mean Scores of Student's 
Socio Economic Status of the Family 

Student’s 
Socio 

Economic 
Status 

Mean N SD 
T 

Value 

Below 
poverty 
line 

9 118.26 10.20 
1.253 
NS Above 

poverty 
line 

60 120.24 9.0 

NS-Not significant at 0.05 level, Critical 
value for 0.05 level = 1.98(DF 146)  

This table shows that the mean 
scores of student's socio economic status 
of the family are 118.26 and 120.24 
respectively. The corresponding standard 
deviations are 010.20 and 8790. The 
calculated' value is 1.253, which is not 
significant. The table values of 't' for 0.01 
and 0.05 significant levels ( for DF 146 ) 
are 1.98 and 2.61 respectively. Hence, it 
indicates that there is no significant 
difference between student's socio 
economic status of the family with 
respect to their awareness on factors 
associated with dropouts.  

Hypothesis - 6 There is no 
significant difference between the mean 
scores of nuclear family and joint family 
of students with respect to awareness on 
factors associated with dropouts.  
Table 6: Significance of Difference 
between the Mean Scores of Family 

Structure 
Family 
Structure 

Mean N SD 
T 

Value 

Nuclear 
Family 

126 120.25 9.22 
3.65* 

Joint 
Family 

24 113 9.98 

* Significant at 0.01 level, Critical value 
for 0.01 level 2.61 (DF 146)  
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This table shows that the mean 
scores of nuclear family and joint family 
are 120.25 and 112 respectively. The 
corresponding standard deviations are 
9.22 and 9.98. The calculated' value is 
3.65, which is significant. The table 
values of 't' for 0.01 and 0.05 significant 
levels (DF 146) are 1.98 and 2.61 
respectively. Hence, it indicates that 
there is significant difference between 
the mean scores of nuclear family and 
joint family of the students with respect 
to their awareness on factors associated 
with dropouts. 
 
Interpretation for school related factor 
with respect to the dropout 
phenomenon by the respondents 

School related factors are the 
most reported causes for leaving school 
as well as the most important predictor 
of dropout incidence. It has been 
reported that the non-existence of 
mother tongue as language for medium of 
instruction. It includes: Lack of proper 
infrastructure facilities, Teacher's 
attitudes and behavior, Stagnation, Lack 
of co-curricular activities, Teaching 
methods, Irrelevant curriculum, Overload 
of content, Medium of instruction, Fee 
structure, Distance of student's residence 
from the school, Improper transport 
facilities, Fee structure.  
Table 7: Percentage of School Related 

Factors with respect to Dropout 
Phenomenon 

Factors Agree Disagree Neutral 
School 
Related 

47.6% 29.11% 23.07% 

The above table deals about the 
responses received from the respondents 
in percentage regarding the school 
related factor which is considered to be 
one of the factor for dropout incidence. 
From the above table the majority of the 
total sample 47.6% answers favorable, 
29.11% of the sample respond to disagree 
and the remaining 23.07% remains 
neutral. Hence it is inferred that the 
school related factors is also considered 
as one of the factor associated with 
dropout incidence.  

Interpretation for pupil's personal 
factor with respect to the dropout 
phenomenon by the respondents 

The basic problem is the absence 
of a sense of security, a feeling of 
inferiority or to withdrawal and 
avoidance of the necessity of adjusting to 
real people. Pupil's less interest in 
education and motivation for learning is 
considered a significant factor 
contributing to his dropout behavior. 
Academic deficiency may be one cause 
for his dropout behavior. It may also 
include: Lack of self-discipline, Physical 
fitness, Intelligence, Creativity, Lack of 
attendance, Attitudes towards teacher's, 
Lower level of aspiration, Low memory 
power and concentration power, Bad 
habits, Bad friend's circle, 
Maladjustment, Mental frustrations, 
Mental conflicts, Lack of motivation and 
encouragement, Inferiority complex, Low 
on self-confidence.  
Table 8: Percentage of Pupil's Personal 

Factors with respect to Dropout 
Phenomenon 

Factors Agree Disagree Neutral 
Pupil’s 
personal 
factors 

52.39% 23.91% 93.43% 

The above table deals about the 
responses received- from the respondents 
regarding the pupil's personal factor 
which is considered to be one of the 
factor for dropout incidence. From the 
above table the majority of the total 
sample 52.39% answers favorable, 23.91% 
of the sample respond to disagree and 
the remaining 23.43% remains neutral. 
Hence it is inferred that the pupil's 
personal factors is one of the major 
factor associated with dropout incidence. 
 
Findings and Conclusions  
Findings of the study  
 Within the limitations of the study 
the following findings were drawn the 
representatives of the sample students.  
1. Students do have highly sufficient 

awareness on factors associated with 
dropouts.  
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2. Male and Female students have equal 
awareness on factors associated with 
Dropouts  

3. Government aided school students 
have high awareness than that of 
Government schools.  

4. The students come from two different 
parental education background 
(literate and ill-literate) have similar 
level or equal level of awareness on 
factors associated with dropouts.  

5. Students from two different parental 
income of the family (below poverty 
line and above poverty line) have 
equal level, of awareness on factors 
associated with dropouts.  

6. Students from the nuclear family type 
have high level of awareness on 
factors  

7. Associated with dropout’s incidence 
than the students belong to the joint 
family type.  

 
Suggestions for further study  
 As stated earlier the present study 
is conducted only with the high school 
students of ninth standard students only. 
This study is not an end but it is a mean 
to an end. To reach this end there will be 
a number of few studies undertaken. The 
present investigation has taken into 
consideration with the few factors of 
dropouts. This study may serve as a 
threshold for further research considering 
different aspects related to the problems 
of dropouts.  
1. A comparative study of dropout will 

be conducted among the high school 
students of both ninth and tenth 
standard students.  

2. A study also is conducted on dropouts 
and stay-ins or regular students by 
taking both cognitive and non-
cognitive factors.  

3. A study of dropouts also is conducted 
on the basis of communal class and 
religion or caste.  

4. Further investigation about this is 
done in other geographical areas to 
find out awareness in that particular 
area.  

5. A study on dropouts can also be 
carried with other variables like 

achievement motivation, study 
habits, parental motivation and 
involvement in student's education.  

6. The study is also conducted with in 
other levels of education like higher 
secondary or higher education 
(tertiary level).  

7. This study is also undertaken to find 
out the nature of relationship 
between dropout incidence and other 
psychological factors like personality, 
intelligence, anxiety, frustration and 
creativity and security and in- 
security feelings of the student. It is 
performed to understand the 
relationship between juvenile 
tendency As a result of alien cultural 
and mass media and dropout 
incidence.  

8. Also a comparative study related to 
the problems of dropouts belonging to 
English medium and Tamil medium 
schools should also be carried out for 
better understanding of the facts 
related to this problem.  

 
Recommendations  
 Based on the findings of this 
investigation and various other related 
research works on dropout incidence, the 
following recommendations are suggested 
for the improvement of - education and 
to reduce or remove and to prevent the 
dropout problem and stagnation.  
 On the basis of the findings of the 
present investigation and review of 
researches in India and abroad in this 
particular area, the researcher came out 
with some important information's which 
may be useful and guiding source for 
educators, policy makers, educational 
administrators and teachers and research 
scholars in framing effective strategies to 
curb the menace of drop-out.  
 Many measures are taken by both 
state and center government of the 
country to remove or reduce the dropout 
problem. However it is better bad fitter 
to discuss some of the measures in the 
following:  
1. Improvement in Teaching Standard: 

The Teaching standard of the 
Educational institution should be 



Vol. 1                            Special Issue 1                      June 2013               ISSN : 2320 –2653 

 

Shanlax International Journal of Education        103 

 

raised and teachers should be trained 
and provided necessary educational 
implements to acquire good 
knowledge.  

2. Improvement in Infrastructure 
Facilities of the School: It is necessary 
to build the educational institutions 
in the healthy environment. 
Especially the government pay its 
attention to build the school in the 
rural areas are to be construct with 
proper classroom facilities, laboratory 
and library facilities and proper toilet 
and sanitation facilities.  

3. Development of New Curriculum is 
one of the factors which are 
responsible for the dropout and hence 
attention should also pay to develop a 
need based and related to the life 
needs and aspirations of the people. 
It should be dynamic as well as 
flexible suitable to the children with 
diverse cultural, social and economic 
background of the student.  

4. Give Importance to Co-Curricular 
Activities: Rather than the teaching 
and learning process the co- 
curricular activities like games, quiz 
competition. NSS Camps will be 
incorporated and practiced in 
schools. Work education should also 
be given place in curriculum.  

5. Teaching Method and Teaching Aids: 
Methods of teaching should be 
according to the needs of the 
students. Play- way method should be 
followed at the primary level. The 
teaching aids should be simple and 
relevant and interesting. Special 
methods and learning materials 
should be developed for tribal and 
rural areas.  

6. Provide Parental and Guardian 
Education: Lack of awareness about 
education among parents is a major 
problem in achieving the target of 
Universalization of Education. Parents 
who do not realize the significance of 
education in our lives need should be 
educated through mass media and 
other well planned activities. 
Parents- teacher- association (PTA) 

are useful in involving parents of 
enrolled children.  

7. Improving Teacher Educational 
Programmers and Supervision: The 
teacher education programmed 
should be improved so that desired 
training may be imparted both in 
service and as well as pre-service. 
That has been supervised in a proper 
way by the committee and 
commission members.  

8. Removal of Disparities and Social 
Evils: Necessary step are taken by the 
government and recommended to 
remove the disparities among caste, 
individuals and creed. Many students 
leave their studies at the pre-mature 
age due to early marriages and the 
wrong perception of co-education 
among the parents. This is extremely 
essential for universal recognition.  

9. Provide Provision for General Health 
of the Student. The government 
should pay attention towards the 
improvement of the health of the 
students. It is the responsibility of the 
government to provide provision of 
health and nourishing diet to the 
weaker section of the student and 
verified and monitored that was 
provided to all the students those 
who are really needed.  

10. Reform the Examination System: The 
present system of examination system 
has some defects. It should be 
changed and reformed as soon as 
possible the students should be 
awarded marks on the basis of works 
done by them in classes throughout 
the whole year and not on the basis 
of annual examination only the 
government should take necessary 
measures and efforts to make 
provisions for this so that the dropout 
caused by large number of stagnation 
academic achievement and failure 
will be minimized.  

11. Develop Guidance and Counseling 
Services in the School: it will help the 
student to make right decision in 
selecting the courses with their 
interest and cognitive levels. It is 
considered more useful and can be of 
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great help to the first generation 
learners whose parents are either ill-
literate or just literate. It also help 
the student who is having learning 
difficulties and other maladjustment 
problems to pay more attention and 
care to those students by the 
teachers and make him a perfect 
human being.  

12. Students Attitude towards School and 
Peer Relationship. Teachers play a 
great role in the personality 
development of the individual. 
Teachers pay attention to solve the 
problems of the students in the 
classroom and other personal, 
emotional, social, intellectual and 
mental and physical problems. They 
will help the student to generate 
interest, provide encouragement and 
motivation among students towards 
learning. They also develop 
confidence and security feeling and 
positive attitude towards education 
and life.  

13. Establish Learner Centered Education: 
- Teacher should come out with 
concrete planning in restructuring 
teaching strategies by making it more 
learners centered. The need to adopt 
the method according to fulfill the 
developmental task of the students. 
The method which was adopted by 
the teacher neither discourages to 
the above average students nor 
neglects the slow learners.  

14. Provide Financial Support to the 
Students: The government should 
provide a lot of provisions to the 
people of weaker sections of the 
society for their educational 
improvement. But it should be 
monitored and checked properly by 
the committee and commission 
members whether all the institutions 
of the country will give that 
provisions in a proper time of need to 
the proper people will be of high 
quality that will indicates the 
demands of Indian  

Conclusion  
 The present study is a humble 
attempt made by the investigator to 

study the awareness on factors 
associated with dropout incidence among 
the high school in Tiruchirappalli 
Educational District within the limited 
period of time. The kothari and various 
other commissions are also recommends 
and suggests to achieve the 
universalization of Education called 
"EDUCATION FOR ALL‖. The goals and 
objectives of the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 
(SSA) implement the same. Thus, 
Education plays an important role in the 
development and progress of any section 
of the society. In order achieve the goals 
and objectives of education necessary 
steps and efforts will be made by the 
government of state and central, 
educational reformers and educational 
institutions, educators and teachers and 
the people of the nation and finally by 
the youngsters and students those who 
are in need of education. The change we 
need at present is tried to minimize the 
identified factors of dropout and 
stagnation incidence and to reduce the 
dropout rate in the future coming years. 
In order to reduce the dropout rate the 
study is actually carried out with the 
actual dropout people and find out the 
original factor or causes accurately and 
try to remove the problem immediately 
as soon as possible will enhance the 
enrollment and retention in future. That 
will make our nation with increased 
literacy rate and decreased dropout rate 
and create a new environment called 
knowledge society. Our nation attains 
improvement and development in all the 
fields.  
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