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Abstract- Leh District which spans an area of 45110 km2 is located
in state of Jammu and Kashmir between North latitude 32 to 36 and
East longitude 77o38’00” to 77o32’00” which is divided into 9
Community Development Blocks and the relief ranges from 3250m
(amsl) lowest to highest 4500m (amsl) with a population of 1,47,104
(Census.,2011). Ladakh, a well renowned cold desert was partially
opened to tourism in year 1974 and tourism have been expanding
very rapidly ever since. With current contribution of tourism
making a greater impact on the GDP of the region which stands
almost at 50 % of the total GDP, inspite of a miniscule participation
of the people directly in this sphere which is around 4 % of the total
population. The rate of tourist arrivals is almost drastic from 527 in
year 1974 to 1,79,491 in year 2011 which is expected to rise more in
the coming future. The major benefits of this sector  is concentrated
in the well off area, in and around Leh Town while the bulk of
poorer section of the society located in far flung areas is bereft of its
benefit. Still many innovative and inclusive practices are being
implemented with the synergetic approach of various stakeholders
like public, private and other civil society institutions and reaching
the poorest section of this society. Homestays, eco-tourism practices,
religious, cultural and research based tourism are some of the
practices making this sector truely inclusive for a wider population
in general.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Ladakh Region which is located in the northern most state of
India, Jammu and Kashmir comprises of two districts Leh and
Kargil. This region is  precisely called the cold desert in true
sense as it experiences an average annual temperature of around
40C from its Leh station, located at Field Research Laboratory
(FRL) and an annual precipitation mostly rainfall of around 96.4
mm in the east and 60 mm in the west. Ladakh is a mountainous
region situated in eastern part of the Kashmir valley and there is
hardly any place in this region which is less than 2,500 meter

high. Habitation is concentrated in the valley areas in between
mountains which is in the form of terraces so terrace farming is
practiced in this area. The total population of Leh District
recorded was 1,47,104 (Census.,2011) which is 25.48 % increase
from 1,17,232 (Census.,2001). It is the second largest district in
area in India with an area of 45,110 km2 and is strategically very
important from Indian security point of view.

This region boasts of varied tourism options available for
tourist whether it is adventure, cultural and particularly religious
tourism as the region possesses a massive wealth of historical
monasteries and palaces. With the recent surge of popularity of
the region in media sphere whether through films, news, national
and international events being organized in this place of scenic
beauty, the region has been declared a must see destination on
every traveler list.

II. RESEARCH SIGNIFICANCE

This region was partially opened to tourism in the year 1974
when it recorded 527 tourists which increased to a record
breaking of 1,79,491 tourists in 2011, thus recording a steady rise
of this sector in the region. The contribution of tourism in the
local economy is immense and the dependence on this sector is
ever expanding inspite of the short duration of tourist season.
Employment generation in sectors like hotels, guest houses,
restaurants, catering services, transport have shown a rising trend
in the past two decades. Detailed analyses of the tourism traffic
volume, its trends and patterns through a micro-statistical data
have been discussed by many researchers. Even though tourism
contributes massively towards the economy of this region but the
benefits is bulk in the town area rather than the far flung remote
areas of this district. In order to bridge the gap and bring
inclusiveness in the society, through modern tourism approaches,
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various innovative methods are being implemented
simultaneously in coherence of various participating agencies
with Public Private Partnership (PPP) model. So the significance
of this study is to highlight these innovative and practical
solutions which caters specifically to this region and brings out a
holistic development, bringing out the most marginalized
sections of the society in the fold of beneficiaries.

III. STUDY AREA

The Ladakh region is a high altitude ‘Cold Desert’ in the
northern Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir which comprises of
two districts Leh and Kargil. The region is deprived of monsoon
clouds due to the rain shadow effect of the Greater  Himalayas
which is situated on one of the highest altitudes of the world and
hence has a very low primary productivity. Leh District lies
between 32020' N to 35015' N while 76°20’ E to 79°40’ E
longitude Ladakh has a unique strategic location and touches
international borders of Pakistan, China and Afghanistan (Fig.1).
The district with an area of 45110 km2 makes it 2nd largest district
in the country after Kutch (Gujarat) with an area of 45652 km2

and is divided into 9 Community Development blocks namely
Leh, Khalste, Nyoma, Durbuk, Kharu, Nubra, Saspol, Panamic
and Chuchot. It is further divided into 3 tehsil namely Leh,
Sumoor and Khalste. Leh is the  district headquarter and only
township in the district.

↓

(Source: After LAHDC, 2009)
Figure 1 : Location map of the study area

Tourism in Ladakh have come a long way from 527
tourists, since 1974 to more than the population of district of
1,79,491 in 2011. While the tourists arrival for last decade for the
period (2001-2011) shown in fig.2 shows a steep increase in total
tourist arrivals. This industry has a direct bearing on the socio-
economic scene of the district. Tourism industry provides
employment to a large number of people engaged in the related
sectors like transport, hotels and catering services, cottage
industry.

The tourist arrivals in the region show a steady rise but at the
same time some breaks in it was noted where the tourists number
has reduced dramatically. Thus this sector is highly susceptible to
factors like terrorism in Kashmir, economic slowdowns, potential
future weather or climate changes. Majorily the tourism
activities, in true economic sense are being run through the Leh
Town, so only a small section of people in the township are its
major beneficiaries.

Fig 2: Tourist Arrivals in Leh District from (2001-2011)
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IV. TOURISM AND BOLLYWOOD

Ladakh since the inception of tourism in the year 1974 has
been favoured by foreign nationals but at the turn of 2008 there is
a reverse trend of more national tourist arrivals which can be
attributed to various factors like economic downturn in European
and American markets, Ladakh’s building up image through
bollywood shootings, advertisement campaigns and increase in
social media exposure.

Still one striking trend to be noted is the sharp increase of
national tourists in year 2011, in the region which is triggered
due to the movie “3 idiots” which portrayed a positive picture of
the region and ultimately bought more business in this area. Thus
not just presence but a positive image of the region portrayed
through mainstream cinema, commercial advertisements, print
and social media can be attributed to the rising tourist arrivals in
the area. Even though bollywood movies were shooted as far as
1964 but they majorly projected the image of war, terrorism and
disturbance (Table.1.) and some others did not mention the area
at all in their script, in spite showing in the visuals.

Table 1. Bollywood Movies Shooted in Ladakh

S.
No. Movie Year

Concept of
Ladakh in the

movie
1. Haqeeqat 1964 War backdrop
2. Joshilay 1989 -

3. Dil Se 1998
Terrorism
backdrop

4. Lakshay 2003 War backdrop
5. LOC Kargil 2003 War backdrop
6. Tashan 2008 -
7. 3 Idiots 2009 Scenic backdrop

8. Jab Tak hai Jaan 2012
Terrorism
backdrop

9. Bagh Milkha Baagh 2013 -
10. Fugly 2014 Scenic backdrop

(Source :Angmo and Dolma, 2015)

With the Indian cinema, a significant number of
International feature films along with many regional cinema like
Punjabi, South Indian and Manipuri cinema scenes and songs are
being shooted in Ladakh but bollywood movies has maximum
reach in its audiences, spread all over the globe hence maximum
impact on tourist arrivals.

V. PARTICIPATORY PRACTICES AT GRASSROOTS

LEVEL IN TOURISM ASPECTS

The starting of Himalayan Homestays in the far-flung
villages of Ladakh was thus a unique ecotourism option which
brought out the tourism economy to such far-flung places. Some
part of the money generated which was initiated by the Non
Governmental Organization (NGO), Snow Leopard
Conservancy-India Trust (SLC-IT) was used in village

community projects thus this movement brought out the village
people in its folds of monetary gain which made it inclusive in
true sense. Also the promotion of local handicrafts, local
produce and a renewed interest in the local culture has definitely
brought out the best of this sector to the local people even though
its still on a miniscule level. The involvement of women in this
sector earlier was very limited but with the setting up of Ladakhi
Women’s Travel Company which provides trained female guides
for trekkers, it is bringing out women empowerment in true spirit
and practice.

VI. CONCLUSION

Tourism with its sunny side has an opposite side of too much
pressure on the local resources like land, water and waste
disposal which are a major side effects of this sector. Still the
boost it gives to the local economy is immense and with the
recent participatory concepts of homestays, eco tourism options
and other new inclusive practices being tested, the region is
bound to experience tourism which is for all the sections of this
Ladakhi society.
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