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Abstract 
 Visually   impaired people confront a number of visual challenges by passing each and every day. 
In this paper, an attempt has been made to determine the problems of visually    impaired   
entrepreneurs in Virudhunagar District. The primary data has been collected through well-structured 
questionnaire. Samples of 100 visually impaired entrepreneurs were selected by using purposive non-
random sampling method from Virudhunagar District. The collected data were tabulated and 
analyzed using simple percentage, ANOVA and Friedman ranking test. It is found that High 
dependence of family members and relatives or social capital for their product production and 
marketing or simply for economic activities was the major problem faced by visually   impaired   
entrepreneur because of lack of ethical and moral values are deteriorating for monetary concerns. 
Hence, the authors suggested that the government planners may plan to organize a government 
purchasing and selling unit by minimum support price specifically for blind entrepreneurs and  aids in 
market for their products domestically and internationally. 
Keywords: Entrepreneur, Visually   impaired, Problem, Family, Decision, Attitude 
 
Introduction 
 A visually impaired person faces problems and challenges in each stage of their 
life. There are many tools and medical devices have been introduced to address these 
problems. The growing usage of internet object thing (IOT),using computer vision and 
other sensors their capabilities are dictated as much by the state of theart in 
technology, still daily routine social and economic activities for a visually impaired 
person is have a question of who is going to be an attender for them to do their desires 
and decision of that day which are their real human problems. A deeper 
understanding of the questions that visually impaired people would like to ask in their 
day-to-day lives may aids to direct innovation to solve them. 
 Definition given by National Programme for Control of Blindness (NPCB) is "Inability 
of a person to count fingers from a distance of 6 meters or 20 feet”. According to the 
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World Health Organization database of 2011, there are thirty-nine million blind in the 
world, and 285 million visually   impaired. According to the American Foundation for 
the Blind, findings from the National Health Interview survey in 2015 indicated that an 
estimated twenty-four million Indians reported they either had trouble seeing, even with 
the aid of glasses or contact lenses, or they were blind.  In the world, India was the first 
country to launch the National Program for Control of Blindness in 1976 with the goal of 
reducing blindness prevalence to 0.3% by the year 2020.   
 The instinct of this paper came from born visually impaired entrepreneur Srikanth 
Bolla who has opened the world’s eyes against all the negatives. Today, Srikanth Bolla 
runs Bollant Industries Limited as its CEO, with five factories, employing over 650 people, 
nearly half of whom are differently abled men and women. If it is possible for Srikanth 
Bolla, then it must be possible for other visually impaired one too  by understanding 
exact the hurdles in entrepreneurial activities and mitigate the same. Hence, an 
attempt is made by the authors to examine the problems and challenges of visually 
impaired entrepreneurs in Viruthunagar district which was taken for National Blindness 
and Visual Impairment Survey 2017 as study area in Tamil Nadu.  
 

Review of Literature 
 Zalinawati Abdullah and NorudinMansor(2012) focused environmental factors 
(social factor, training and marketing network) as independent variables and the 
entrepreneurial opportunities as dependent variable  on Visually Impaired people who 
were registered with Persatuan Orang CacatPenglihatan Islam Malaysia” (PERTIS) . The 
finding of the investigation has been identified the social factors as more important 
compared to other variables in the study of the entrepreneurial opportunities of visually 
impaired one. It seems had a strong relationship compared with the training and 
marketing network. Thus, the societies have to play the role in encouraging the Visually 
Impaired people to self-employed. Now the societies must change their perceptions 
and views toward the Visually Impaired entrepreneur. The families and friends are the 
most important group that should be always inspiring and motivating the VI people to 
become employer and have their own employees. Yanto CHANDRA (2017) emphasis 
about the social enterprise for visually challenged persons in Hong Kong. In that study 
the author stated that the visually impaired person who has been empowered by 
Dialogue in the Dark, a Work Integrated Social Enterprise (WISE) in Hong Kong, and 
uncovered issues surrounding the stigmatization, lack of job opportunities, immobility, 
and fear among the visually impaired groups, and how WISE can do better to assist 
them and create an inclusive society. The case enriches and extends SE research by 
revealing opportunities to apply stigma theory, lead user theory, and stakeholder-
embeddedness theory to advance research, practice and policy making in SE. WISE 
enables marginalized individuals to earn income (economic empowerment), enhance 
their social status in the community through equal treatment in the work or market 
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place (social empowerment), and increase their participation in public life (political 
empowerment) (Mayaoux, 2000) 
 
Statement of the Problem 
 In ancient days, visually   impaired were isolated and they are ignored from all 
activities in the family as well as in the society. In those days visually   impaired were 
uneducated and ignorant of the conditions prevailing in the country. They don’t aware 
of their Braille learning method and opportunities for them. After independence more 
and more visually   impaired   was educated, they turned up to seek employment. Due 
to lack of job opportunities and heavy competition visually impaired   have an option 
to choose entrepreneurship and set up their own business.  In India number of visually   
impaired entrepreneurs is increasing every year and Virudhunagar is hub for such 
entrepreneur in Tamil Nadu. 
 
Objective of the Study 
 Authors attempted to examine the Socio –Economic status ofvisuallyimpaired 
entrepreneurs and to determine the problems and challenges faced by visually   
impaired   entrepreneurs in Virudhunagar District. 
 
Limitations of the Study 
 The study is applicable only to the visually   impaired   entrepreneurs in 
Virudhunagar District. The results of the study are based upon the views expressed by 
the visually   impaired   entrepreneurs. 
 
Research Methodology 
 A sample of 100 visually impaired entrepreneurs was selected using purposive non 
random sampling from Virudhunagar District. The study is based on primary data 
collected on Feb 2017 with aid of well-structured interview schedule. The collected 
data have been edited and analyzed with the help of statistical tools such as Simple 
Percentage Test, ANOVA, and Friedman Ranking Test. 
 
Findings and Discussions 

Table No.1 Socio-Demographic Profile of the Respondents 
Attributes No. of  respondents Percentage 
Gender   

Male 68 68 
Female 32 32 
Age   
Upto 35 years 39 39 
35-50 years 46 46 
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Above 50 years 15 15 
Educational Qualification   
HSC 28 28 
UG Degree 58 58 
PG Degree 14 14 

Marital status   
Married 43 43 
Unmarried 57 57 

Type of Family   
Nuclear 44 44 
Joint 56 56 

Number of Members in 
family ( Dependency Ratio)   
Up to 4 members 40 40 
More than 5 members 60 60 

         Source: Primary Data 
 
 Table no.1 describes the socio-demographic profile of the visually   impaired   
entrepreneur. Out of 100 Visually    impaired   entrepreneur who were taken for the 
study: it has been identified that (68%) of the Visually    impaired are male, (46%) of the 
Visually   impaired   age group is between 36 to 50 years, most (58%) of the Visually   
impaired   entrepreneur are UG degree holders, (57%) of them are unmarried, (56%) of 
the Visually   impaired   entrepreneur belong to joint family and (60%) of them have 
more than 5 members in their family. The dependency ratio is high in selected sample 
population. 
 

Table no .2 Details of self-employment / Entrepreneurial activities of respondents 
Economic Activities Number of Respondents Percentage 
Cracker’s Shop 
Petty shop 
Fancy Store 
Weaving 

Cottage industries 
Stationary Shop 
Musical Shop 
Flower Shop 

28 
10 
6 
7 
12 
19 
8 
10 

28 
10 
6 
7 
12 
19 
8 
10 

Total 100 100 
              Source: Primary Data 
 
 Table no. 2 shows the classification of respondents based on the nature of their 
economic activities doing in Virudhunagar District. Out of 100 respondents, 28% of the 
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respondents have  cracker’s shop, 10% of the respondents owning petty shop, 6% of 
the respondents holding fancy store, 7% of the respondents  doing weaving( bamboo 
products, mat weaving, etc.,) 12% of the respondents involved in cottage industries 
(candle, agarbathi, chalk, doll, Artificial jewelry, camphor making, etc.,), 19% of the 
respondents running stationary shop, 8% of the respondents owning musical shop and  
10% of the respondents  has flower shop. 
 

Table No.3 Economic Profile of the respondents 
Attributes No. of  respondents Percentage 
Number of earning Members in family   
Two 47 47 
Three 53 53 
Family Income per annum   
Upto Rs.1,50,000 29 29 
Rs.1,50,000 to Rs.3,00,000 25 25 
Rs. 3,00,000 to Rs. 4,50,000 30 30 
Above Rs.4,50,000 16 16 
Work Experience   
Less than 8 Years 25 25 
9 to20 Years 53 53 
Above 20 Years 22 22 
Job Investment   
Less than Rs.5,00,000 30 30 
Rs. 5,00,001 to Rs. 15,00,000 45 45 
Above Rs.15,00,000 25 25 

       Source: Primary Data 
 

 Table no.3 describes the economic profile of the visually impaired   entrepreneur. 
Out of 100 visually   impaired   entrepreneur who were taken for the study: it has been 
identified that (53%) of the visually   impaired   entrepreneur have 3 earning members 
in their family, family income of (30%) Visually impaired entrepreneur is between 
Rs.3,00,000 to Rs.4,50,000, (53%) of the Visually impaired entrepreneur  have experience 
in their field 9 to 20 years and (45%) of the Visually impaired   entrepreneur made Job 
investment between  Rs.5,00,001 to Rs.15,00,000 
 

Table No.4 Self Rated Dependency Problems of Visually impaired respondents 
Problems No. of respondents Percentage 

Low Dependency 19 19 
Medium Dependency 31 31 
High Dependency 55 55 

              Source: Primary Data 
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 List of problems were stated in the interview schedules which are differ from person 
to person because of their nature of economic activities, gender, age and nature of 
family system. Hence the authors asked the respondents who are entrepreneurs toself-
rate their problems facing in day to day entrepreneurial activities/ self-employment 
activities how far they able to manage in daily routine of executing their economic 
activities.  Among the 100 respondents none is happy in their execution of economic 
activities, because of vigilance needs for every minute in business and leisure is lacking 
and needs of attender. From the above table, it shows that out of 100 Visually    
impaired entrepreneur55%rated that their problem is high, 31% rated that their problem 
as Visually impaired entrepreneur is medium and 19% rated that their problem as 
Visually impaired entrepreneur is low. This self-rated is subject to the level of mental 
health status otherwise the confident of their hurdles facing. 
 ANOVA was used to compare the mean score of demographic variables of age, 
type of family towards dependency of visually impaired   entrepreneurship. 
 

Table No.5 ANOVA between age and Problem of visually impaired Entrepreneur 
Problem Age (Yrs) N Mean S.D |Z| Sig 

Dependency 
Problem of 
Visually    
impaired 

Entrepreneur 

Up to 35 39 22.7857 4.04168 

0.839 0.777 36 to 50 46 23.5161 4.88905 
Above 
50 15 20.0870 3.62959 

Joint 44 36.83 4.97 0.3458 0.814 Nuclear 56 32.55 3.15 
 Source: Primary Data 
 
 From the Table 5, it is understood that the calculated values were greater than the 
5% level of significance and the null hypothesis is rejected. It is inferred that, on an 
average, visually impaired respondents of different age group have the same problem 
towards visually impaired entrepreneurship. The problems of visually impaired 
respondents belong to the type of family, it is understood that the calculated values 
were lesser than tabulated value at  5% level of significance and the null hypothesis is 
accepted. It is inferred that, on an average, visually impaired   respondents of different 
types of family have different problems towards visually impaired   entrepreneurship. 
Problems are heterogeneous not able to integrate because of their age group and 
nature of family system. 
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Table 6 Challenges Faced by Visually impaired Entrepreneur– Friedman Rank Test 
Challenges TOTAL  SCORE RANK 

Hesitation 567 V 
High dependence of family and 
relatives 635 I 
Lack of information about market 624 II 
Inadequate credit facility 560 VI 
High Competition 582 IV 
Excessive tensions and challenges 492 VII 
Health Issues 593 III 

              Source: Primary Data 
 
 The above table-6 shows about the Friedman Rank Test for Challenges faced by 
visually    impaired   entrepreneur were the level of significance is at 0.000 which shows 
that there is a relationship between the ranks given. It is found from the above table, 
High dependence of family and relatives was ranked as the first Challenge; Lack of 
information about market available was ranked as second Challenge; Health issues 
was ranked as third Challenge; Lack of idea in Marketing was the fourth Challenge; 
Hesitation was the fifth Challenge, Inadequate credit facility scored the sixth position 
and Excessive tensions and challenges was the seventh challenge faced by them. 
 
Conclusions  
 This study reveals the socio=economic status, problems and challenges of visually    
impaired entrepreneurs and self-employed in Virudhunagar District. The study 
concluded that though the opportunities of visually impaired entrepreneur in 
Virudhunagar District are better than rest of other in Tamil Nadu and there is scope for 
improvement. Selection of an enterprise is a big task to visually impaired   entrepreneur. 
An effort is made to identify the problems and challenges of visually impaired   
entrepreneur’s from large population. They are tremendously increasing the nation 
economy. Government needs to take serious efforts to solve the problems of visually 
impaired   entrepreneur to build self-confidence and reserved preference for them to 
face the problems boldly. The study also concludes that visually impaired 
entrepreneur’s main problem is with high dependence of family and relatives. The 
problem can mitigate by implementing the concept of work integrated social 
enterprise which is followed in neighboring country for visually impaired persons. 
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