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REFACE
GENDER AND LAW: A CHALLENGE TO SAFE WORLD ORDER

Law and Gender equality, maps the issue of Gender and Law reforms upon a canvas of History and
Politics, and explores strategies which could safeguard women’s rights within India’s fear of complex social
and political boundaries.
Law is pervasive and affects many aspects of people’s lives, women and men alike. Law and justice
impact people’s capacity to accumulate endowments, enjoy returns to such endowments, access rights and
resources, and act as free, autonomous agents in society.
The World Development Report (WDR) 2012 on Gender Equality and Development highlights the
relevant role of law and justice in achieving gender equality.
Teaching about gender is increasingly looked as a way to make progress in a global culture that
continues to uphold men and boys' entitlement to control women and girls. The Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, ratified by the UK in April 1986, is an
international bill of rights for women which recognizes the role of culture and tradition in perpetuating
gender discrimination.
It is often claimed that Gender relations has to analyzed from to be different prospective. Firstly, Gender
Blind, a perspective which often appears gender-neutral (i.e., does not specify and specific gender) but which
takes the life experiences, needs, interests and constraints of the male social actor as the standard one and,
therefore, representative of both genders. Secondly, Gender Aware, a perspective which accepts that men and
women, within the same class and even the same household, may have some overlapping needs and interests
but that their differing life experiences and the unequal distribution of resources and responsibilities
between them will also give them gender-specific needs and interests which may conflict.
Gender inequality has proved to be primary, durable and far more stable than any other form of
inequality, i.e., economic, political, racial, cultural etc., which are secondary in nature. It is highly paradoxical
that the secondary contradictions had gained social recognition far earlier, while inequality based on sex was
marginalized and kept invisible for centuries.
Do the constitutional guarantees require that women and men be treated the same?
Our the seminar addresses the role that the courts have played in treating women and men differently in
all respects of Indian society: in the workplace, in education, in the family, and in the criminal justice
system. It is expected that the academicians, scholars, students and social workers should read,
critically analyze, and discuss the major Indian Supreme Court and other court decisions that have both
reflected traditional roles of the sexes, as well as the impact on gender perspectives. This seminar intends
to motivate and educate the students and women of their rights enunciated under law so as to boost their
self confidence, self vigilance, physical and emotional strength to react and defend themselves whenever
such occasions warrants. There are a number of laws for protection of women, but when they themselves
are not aware of the legal remedies available, it is unlikely that they would get justice, realized at the time
of Jai Ho Mahila and several other occasions for women safety organized by well wishers. There are Legal
Aid Cells to Women and Children to disseminate tips on self defence and protection of oneself from antisocial elements. Women Protection Committees are being set up and Family Counselling Centers opened in
many places at State and National levels. Formation of Committee in College and University levels to prevent
harassment and to promote Gender Equality is the need of the hour for which greater awareness on the
legal remedies need to be made available to them.

The theme taken for National seminar attempted to seek answers to the specific issues on Gender & Law.
As the theme of the seminar is interdisciplinary in nature, it attracted the interested scholars, academicians,
legal experts from different disciplines and different States to interact and share their views to empower the
people.
Simultaneously, the theme will focus on the challenges being faced at different levels in ensuring
Gender Equality in the Indian context under the following sub-themes:
 Laws related to Women: Historical perspectives
 Indian Constitution and Gender Equality
 Feminism, Law and Justice
 Human Rights as Women’s Rights
 Women and Personal Laws
 Gender based Violence/Cyber crimes and Criminal Law
 Women and Labour Laws
 Women and Environmental Laws
 Ensuring Health Rights and Safety issues
 Ensuring Safe Environment for Family and Social Institutions
 Laws related to Consumer Protection
 Marginalised Laws
 Accident Laws/ Law relating to Accident Claims in India
 Uniform Civil Code: Prospects and Challenges
The University is named after a renowned humanitarian Saint Mother Teresa. This University caters to
women belonging to all sections and strata of life in their quest for knowledge, search for redress, appeal for
patronage and demand for equality.
As its motto, Mother Teresac Women’s University has adopted the English version of the Tamil poet
Bharathi’s “rupepfh rkhdk” which is “Towards Equal Status”. This message is etched in its monogram with a
balance of a female and male on each side, and supported by a vertical beam of books, with a lamp on top,
symbolizing knowledge, this dispelling darkness of ignorance.
Department of Sociology which was established in 1987 with the vision of creating the world of equity
and social justice. It expanded its horizon and thus started Master of Social Work for the benefit of students
from rural urban and tribal areas. UGC sponsored PG Diploma in Human Rights Education was initiated
from 2012. The Counselling Center is also initiated to address the grievances and facilitate the students to
overcome the issues faced by them. The department is also coordinating the activities and Courses under
UGC funded Centre for Gandhian Studies.
Now RC 10: Gender Studies, Indian Sociological Society and the Department of Sociology, Mother
Teresa Women’s University, Kodaikanal had organized a two day National Seminar during 20-21.
September 2017 on the said theme. The Indian Sociological Society was set up in Bombay with the
initiative of Prof. G. S. Ghurye, Head of the Department of Sociology, University of Bombay. The Society was
registered in December 1951 under the Societies Registration Act. G. S. Ghurye was the Founder- President.
The Institute of Social Sciences, New Delhi had provided a space as well as essential services in its premises
of New Delhi to run the ISS activities since 1989 since then the Indian Sociological Society has taken
great strides.
Editor
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Professor
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GANDHISM: A BRIEF SURVEY OF ITS PRACTICE AND
IMPACT IN THE WORLD TODAY
Dr.Solomon Selvam, Ph.D.,
Professor of Sociology, Claflin University, USA
Introduction
This paper discusses the internationally-known, popular ideology and philosophy known as
Gandhism. It is based on nonviolence, civil disobedience, and non-cooperation through peaceful
means, and it is considered to be the only lasting alternative to the western ideologies and
philosophies based on force, modernity, and globalism. The paper further focuses on Gandhian
techniques and methods for liberation struggles, for building real and lasting peace, and for
developing self-sufficient societies. The paper also highlights the two salient features of Gandhism,
(1) the basic principles of the ideology and philosophy that are unique political discourse, and (2)
its practice and the political impact in the world today. The paper highlights the background,
origin, and development of Gandhism in the first part of the twentieth century, followed by its
practice in the tumultuous politics of the world.

called the philosophy of nonviolent social change, the eastern philosophy, or the philosophy of
peace.
The philosophy of nonviolent, peaceful resistance to oppression conceived, advocated, and
practiced by Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi during the historic Indian freedom struggles is called
Gandhism. On the other hand, Gandhism also includes an approach to all stages of social life and
n-emerging phenomenon called
Gandhism is quite interesting. He, as was known generally, was very modest and self-content, and
he neither acknowledged nor approved that his ideas on social life and political governance be
called Gandhism.
Basic Principles of Gandhism
techniques and methods of fighting oppression, domination, and hegemony, and his production
and use of technology, ecology, and the environment. The philosophy also covers the life of the
individual in his or her nonpolitical and nonsocial context. Gandhism, though known as Indian or
eastern philosophy, originated in Africa and later developed in a global context and background.
The ideas for its principles were taken from texts from around the world, ideas from
of Leo Tolstoy from Russia, from Henry David Thoreau in America, from texts like
,
, and
from the Middle East, and also from the teachings of
Buddhism and Hinduism. Gandhi used these texts to develop his philosophy of nonviolent social
change. And Gandhi used ideas he learned and gained from various other sources and exposures
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