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PREFACE

Research scholars and faculty members contribute their qualitative, quantitative
research article to enrich their knowledge in this book titled “Portrayal of English
Literature and English Language Teaching”. This book fully focuses on English
literature and it covers the present curriculum of English language teaching and it's
highly used for teaching and research purpose. At this juncture, it is our duty to record
our appreciation of those who helped us to edit this book. First and foremost, we
record our sincere gratitude to Dr.S.Prakash, Principal, Thiagarajar College of
Preceptors, Madurai and Dr.M.P.Ganesan, Assistant Professor of English, Sourastra
College, Madurai for their valuable guidance and encouragement. We wish to express
our regards and gratitude to our friends S.Anbalagan, S.Rajakumar, K.Thangavel,
C.Muthukrishnan, and K.Manikandan of Thiagarajar College of Preceptors for their
moral support and suggestions. Our sincere thanks to Shanlax Publication for
publishing this special issue in Shanlax International Journal of English.
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QUEST FOR SELF-IDENTITY: A STUDY OF ANITA DESAI’S NOVELS
A.Angayarkanni
Assistant Professor of English
St Antony’s College of Arts and Science for Women, Dindigul, Tamil Nadu
Abstract
Anita Desai is unquestionably one of the nearly all dominant contemporary Indian women novelists, who gain
completed a creditable involvement to Indian inscription in English. The novels of Anita Desai are an exploration of
individuals, their passions and emotions. Desai excels in inscription psychological novels. In her women centered
novels, she has depicted the intensity of psychological conflicts experimented by women. Anita Desai’s fifth novel,
Fire on the Mountain (1977) which won her both the Royal Society Award and The Sahitya Akademi Award in
1978 is a studying loneliness. This paper spotilizased the self identity of Anita Desai.
Keywords: legendary, prophesying, devastation, apparition

Anita Desai is unquestionably one of the nearly all dominant contemporary Indian women
novelists, who gain completed a creditable involvement to Indian inscription in English. The
novels of Anita Desai are an exploration of individuals, their passions and emotions. Desai
excels in inscription psychological novels. In her women centered novels, she has depicted the
intensity of psychological conflicts experimented by women. Anita Desai‘s fifth novel, Fire on
the Mountain (1977) which won her both the Royal Society Award and The Sahitya Akademi
Award in 1978 is a studying loneliness. She won the Guardian award, U.K. in1983, and for her
novel in Custody won the Booker Prize the world legendary grant for literature of high-pitched
attribute and genere.
Anita Desai is added attracted in the ‗interior selves‘ than in collective and supporting
realities. Her protagonists are folks for ‗whom aloneness alone‘ is ‗the sole natural conditions,
aloneness solitary the treasure merit treasuring‘. In the terms of M.K. Naik, ―they are mostly
women who though they have reached different stages in lie (from school girl to grandmother),
are all fragile introverts ‗trapped in their own skins‘‖. The novels of Desai reveal her unique
world view but at the same time they also reveal the existing tendencies in modern fiction. Her
novels are technical innovations and combine features of both novel and lyrical poetry. They
shift our attention from mere characters and events to the formal or basic design of the novel.
Anita creates her heroines on a perfect balance and breathes kick into them. She produces a
reach of women characters who are largely obsessed with a singular cause that affects their
lives Maya in Cry the Peacock is paranoid about the Albino‘s sense of her horoscope and
prophesying an ahead of schedule collapse of one of the partners, Monisha in Voicesin thecity is
intensely favorable of slight arts but is oppressed by her censuring in laws.
Nanda Kaul in Fire on the Mountain suffers the sexual exploits of her husband, withdraws
into the mountains, a hardened individual, lonely and without all, a cynic by altogether
accounts, suffers lifetime inattention at the hands of her vice chancellor husband. Whenthe
novel opens, Nanda Kaul is out-of-the-way illustration in the hills. The largest part of her
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experience notices no file inside the span of the novel. The aged Nanda Kaul lives in a on its
last legs summer cottage in the foothills of the Himalayas in her little accommodate called
Carignano after the death of her husband, an academia vice chancellor.
Nanda Kaul feels that being alone is the single elemental requirement of individual life. On
every occasion she books at the tall hang around plants that prevail out from amongst the
under wood, she is reminded of her possess alienation. Not just conscious of come again she is
for the future for, nonetheless, she is coming up the inevitable goal to every single one human
being existence. Her existence with her vice-chancellor partner is adequate to examine her
underlying demands. Nanda is not the queen of her husband‘s quarters clearly a loathed
woman, care for of his children, and a community representation of his respectability. Under
these circumstances, the excellent for Nanda is limited- to wage war it or bring forth it mutely.
Quietly, she engages herself in the discharge of her family duties.
The interaction between Raka, her grand-daughter and Nanda are contrasted approaches of
long for isolation that brings out in artistic expressions their existential dilemma in which the
menace of seclusion container pollute in cooperation offspring as now then as elderly –
irrespective of their journey from innocence to experience. Anita Desai has skillfully delineated
the early hostility, casual manner and empathy of Nanda Kaul and Raka. To her utter surprise,
the earlier discovers that Raka is relatively different other kids ―Raka required simply one
thing- to be absent single-handedly and pursue her possess surreptitious sparkle among the
rocks and pines of Kasauli‖. The requisite of in cooperation is the same- to be missing alone.
But in cooperation carry out be as long as to it through separate routes,
If Nanda Kaul was a ascetic out of Vengeance
for a extended go of tax and obligation,
her impressive granddaughter was a loner by nature,
by instinct.
The opening two sections of the novel portray the isolated continuation of Raka and Nanda
Kaul. The third ingredient of the novel introduces IIa Das, Nanda kaul‘s childhood friend. IIa
Das has tried to assert her characteristics in her particular way. She has not at all asked for
relief or begged. A female of principles, she has the wisdom and poise to go out with that she,
in spitefulness of her poverty, is greatly improved off than the feeble make somewhere your
home around her. Her piece of work as a welfare official of the leadership gives her‖… this
little bit of security, this tiny bit of status‖.
From the instigation to the brusque and violent reading, the novel makes an observing
ready. Raka‘s situation the Mountain of forefront suggests her rejection of the the population
and symbolizes the exclusion of being weakness through fire. The novel depicts a planet which
is not prepared out of harm's way to women.
Anita Desai‘s elementary novel Cry, the Peacock depicts the story of a female hero named
Maya, a young sensitive girl obsessed by a child prophecy of death whose extreme sensitivity is
rendered in terms of immeasurable loneliness. She identifies herself with the imprisoned
monkeys which she finds a train loaded with monkeys.
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There I was amongst them, not one of those who sat quietly, in an infinity of sadness and
resignation, but one o those clung, clung to the bars till they cut into my flesh, and rattled them,
crying over and over again, ―Let me out, I want to live Gautama, I want to live‖
The image of the caged monkeys on the railway platform stirs and excites her agony. She
too is caged within her nostalgic remembrances. It signifies her loss of privacy, her isolated life,
a life of domestic imprisonment.
Gautama wanted to keep Maya happy. But his every attempt as a false step, Maya wanted
to console him, wished to love him. Hopes to provide him companionship and comfort, but his
attempts never are counted as genuine. Maya has an inner self the feeling of being torn into
shreds being subjected to devastation. Gautama of course takes Maya for the outing. He tries to
make her feel happy. In taking, gesturing he was trying to show his adoration and worship of
everything suave, beautiful and natural in the surroundings.
A young child wearing peacock feather was standing at the door steps. The feeling of love,
affection, the conception yearning and the benevolence of God supreme, the sympathy, the
love, the intention and desire to help Maya seemed to personified in their apparition. The
peacock feather worn child was no one else except Lord Sri Krishna who won even today win
the minds of millions, console them and offer the sweet love affection and selfless service.
There is a belief that the couples who are blessed with made for each other type of marital
harmony, receive his blessings. The loyal sincere wives believe that they marry lord Sri Krishna
when they are get married.
Girls are not only less preferred but also they are more burdened with responsibilities,
women are expected to take of their siblings. A woman is never allowed to be a child, right rom
her childhood she is supposed to act as a mother to her younger brothers and sisters. Girls are
forced to nurse everybody in the family. But now one can see the era of subjugation is gone and
women have started asserting themselves. They are or longer the traditional Sitas or Savitris.
References
1. Desai, Anita, Cry the Peacock, Delhi: Orient Paperbacks,1983.
2. Desai, Anita. Fire on the Mountain. New Delhi: Random House India. 2008.
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SMARTPHONE: A PERVASIVE PERSONAL PEDAGOGICAL AGENT
Dr.T.Jeevan Kumar
Assistant Professor of English, K.H. Government Degree College, Dharmavaram, Andraprathesh
Abstract
Technology has completely changed the way of living and learning. It has almost become difficult to live
without it. It has brought revolution in every field including teaching and learning process. Educators often focus
on the use of technology to impart better teaching and to improve the skills of the learners. They try to infuse the
skills with the help of technological devices, especially smartphone, a high-end mobile phone that offers more
advanced computing ability and connectivity than a contemporary feature phone, and WhatsApp, a messenger app
for smartphones that uses the internet to send messages, images, audio, and video, which have become part and
parcel in one’s life. The aim of the present paper is to focus on the use of mobile, especially smartphone, to teach the
English language skills. It briefly discusses the latest trend Mobile Assisted Language Learning (MALL) that
became more popular in the recent past. It further provides some of the mobile applications which are highly helpful
in improving one’s own English language skills.
The core of the paper is to show how WhatsApp, a social networking application, can be a boon for the modern
teacher to enrich the four basic skills of his/her learners through various activities.
Keywords: Smartphone, WhatsApp, MALL, English language skills, activities

Smartphone: A Pervasive Personal Pedagogical Agent
Information and Communications Technology has a great impact on the methodology of
teaching English language over the past decade. Educators have focused increasingly on the
use of technology to impart better teaching and to improve the skills of the learners. Teachers
are exploring novel ways to disseminate and to engage students in the learning process. In the
beginning the teachers sought the assistance of audio-visual aids to create interest among the
learners. With the advent of computer, particularly Internet, they took the aid of World Wide
Web to develop the skills and creativity among the learners. Yedla remarks thus:
The main aim of the technology is advancing and enhancing the classroom teaching
especially to enhance group teaching to self-learning. The experience of independent learning
may encourage the students to continue the learning process on their own in English language
communication skills for their future purpose.1
Now, mobile devices, especially smartphones, are replacing laptops. The teachers no more
depend on a computer at home or in the computer lab. One of the main reason for this is that,
of all the technological devices, smartphone is the closest to every learner and a supplement
with internet connectivity. Today, either the teacher or the learner doesn‘t come out without a
smartphone in their hands. It has almost become a part and parcel of their life. The learners
may not know how to work on a computer, but they know well how to operate a mobile. This
is another reason why a smartphone is attracting the teachers to use it as a pedagogical agent to
inculcate skills among the learners. In fact, most language teachers agree on the advantages of
using of smartphones in teaching either inside or outside the classroom for learning. They feel
that a smartphone is the most powerful communication medium even richer than Internet as it
can be accessed without any technical limitations. It is due to this, the heads of the educational
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bodies are encouraging the teachers and the learners to carry mobiles to the institutions with a
view to better learning. Hence, the trend Mobile Assisted Language Learning (MALL), ―a
teaching and learning methodology that uses mobile phones or other handheld devices with
some form of wireless connectivity, such as phones, PDAs and tablets.‖2It can be considered an
ideal solution to language learners barriers in terms of time and place. Its applications can
facilitate learners in interacting with others collaboratively anytime and anywhere. Thus, the
development of MALL as a new approach for education has implications for the way students
and teachers in educational institutions interact.
Mobile Assisted Language Learning is the most recent learning strategy that is used in the
classroom. It is defined as ―learning across multiple contexts, through social and contact
interactions, using personal electronic devices.‖3 A form of e-learning distance education, mlearners can use mobile device educational technology in many locations at their time
convenience. M-learning technologies include handheld computers, mp3 players, notebooks,
mobile phones and tablets. It focuses on the mobility of the learners, interacting with portable
technologies. Using mobile tools for creating learning aids and materials becomes an important
part of informal learning. It is a significant tool that supports and integrates effectively in
enhancing the language skills. It is more useful for doing activities outside the classroom. Such
activities enable learning to be more directly connected with the real world experiments.
Moreover, learning through mobile phones outside the classroom has the advantage of better
exploiting the learner's free time; even the students on the move can improve their learning
skills.Sharples, Arnedillo-Sanchez, et al state that MALL assists in ―linking people in real world
and virtual worlds, creating learning communities between people on the move, providing
expertise on demand, and supporting a lifetime of learning.‖4
Mobile technique for language learning is effective and easy as the mobile device is quite a
popular gadget. Language learning through games generate interest and makes the process
simple. Mobile learning techniques involve the principle of ‗anytime anywhere‘, which makes
it available to the user as and when required. Mobile phones effectively utilize time and the
user is not bound by time constraints. A mobile language class supports a variety of learning
styles in a timely and interactive fashion. It is a paradigm shift from e-learning to m-learning.
So, the influence of technology on current academics is such that in near future the whole
context of learning will come under single umbrella of m-learning, especially with the help of
smartphones.
Smartphone permits learners to access to the desired learning materials. Wi-Fi technology
in mobile devices allows learners to access supplementary learning materials from the Internet.
Teachers can use smartphone to communicate and send learning materials to their learners
anytime. But the main challenge is to provide to students the skills and knowledge to be
informed and engaged online learners. Important in that process is presenting persuasive
illustrations of learning connected to students‘ lives (present and future) and to bring those
experiences into the classroom. The most effective way to do that may be through the
smartphone they likely all own. The opportunity is ―to leverage those digital devices and
Shanlax International Journal of English
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online experiences to enable and encourage in our students‘ life-long learning, learner
autonomy, and critical digital literacy.‖5
Smartphone is more convenient as it is accessible
from virtually anywhere. It is more funny and easy way learning the language. As everybody
maintains a mobile, one may install the dictionaries and look up the meaning of a word
immediately when they want to know the meaning. Apart from finding the meaning, one may
also learn how to pronounce a particular word by listening to the audio available in that
application. If one owns a smart phone, there are some useful mobile applications for language
learning. To improve vocabulary one may download Manhattan Review Vocabulary Builder,
do the exercises available in that app and improve his vocabulary. One may also find idioms on
various categories and learn thos e idioms. ‗Toontastic‘ and ‗Puppet Pals‘ are some apps that
enable younger learners to create stories using animated characters and recorded speech.
Besides the above said, there are umpteen apps which can be download and improve one‘s
own language. One such app that is immensely help in improving once English grammar is
‗English Grammar Test.‘ The app provides thirty test for the Intermediate and the Upper
Intermediate students. One of the best feature of this app is that after answering a bit in each
exercise, it will provide the rule in simple terminology. The following Fig 1 and Fig 2 are some

Figure 1: English Grammar Test

Figure 2: English Grammar Test

WhatsApp, the most popular and widely spread application supported by Android,
Windows, and iOS, is a boon for the teachers to teach English language skills. The application
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