
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Vol. 6       Special Issue 1     August, 2018      ISSN: 2320 - 2645   Impact Factor: 4.110 

 
 

 
National Seminar on 

 

TRANSNATIONAL FEMINISM: LITERATURE,  

THEORY AND PRACTICE   

 

 

21
st
 August 2018 

 

 

 

Department of English 

 

 
 

Sourashtra College (Autonomous) 

(A Linguistic Minority Co – Educational Institution)  

Affiliated to Madurai Kamaraj University 

Re-accredited with ‘B’ Grade by NAAC 

Madurai – 625 004 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

SOURASHTRA COLLEGE (Autonomous) 

(A Linguistic Minority Co-Educational Institution) 

Affiliated to Madurai Kamaraj University, Re-accredited with ‘B’ Grade by NAAC 

Madurai - 625004, Tamil Nadu. www.sourashtracollege.com 

 

 

 

MESSAGE 

 

 The Department of English deserves to be congratulated for organizing a One Day National 

Seminar on Transnational Feminism: Literature, Theory and Practice in the Golden Jubilee year of 

our college. At this point in time when the world is talking on issues regarding gender sensitivity, 

marginalization, social stratification, economic injustice, empowerment and liberation of women, 

such a Seminar focusing on Feminism is more pertinent and essential. I’m happy that the 

Department of English focuses on themes which are highly relevant to the present scenario. 

 
 Since its inception, the Department of English has been very active and regularly contributing in 

the academic field by organizing seminars, conferences, workshops on important themes, in addition 

to performing its regular activities of teaching and research. 

 
 I am glad that the papers are published in the form of a book. I wish to record my sincere 

appreciation to the editors for having taken up this tough task. I wish that each participant will go 

back with a feeling of academic satisfaction by being actively involved in the discussions and 

deliberations. I wish the Seminar all success and I further wish all the delegates to take back happy 

memories of the Seminar 

. 

 
21.08.2018                      (D.R.Kumaresh) 

                               Secretary 
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MESSAGE 

 I have great pleasure in appreciating the Department of English, Sourashtra College for 

organizing a one day National Seminar on Transnational Feminism: Literature, Theory and Practice 

on 21 August 2018. It is again a great feat to be cherished and noted in the history of the Department 

of English. The teachers of English play an immense role in honing and facilitating students’ skills in 

language and literature. The impact of Globalization and Capitalism has taken the lead of many 

active feminists to come up with various themes and theories on Transnational Feminism. The 

Department of English has chosen the topic which is the need of the hour. The Department of 

English, a home for the students of literature, takes much effort in upgrading the intellectual 

paradigm since 1967. The department has been organizing, seminars, workshops and other literary 

activities to augment students’ knowledge on language and literature.  

  It is really happy to note that the papers are presented by students and scholars across the 

borders. The Department has taken much initiative in bringing the papers in publication.  

I congratulate the Head, Staff members and the Editors of the Department of English for their prolific 

contribution to the society. 

 I am sure the presenters and the participants would have a great intellectual banquet on the day 

of the seminar and I wish the seminar a grand success. I bequeath my deep and heartfelt wishes for 

all their future academic endeavors. 

 

21.08.2018                                                                                               (V.G.Ramdoss) 
      President 
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MESSAGE 

  

 It is my pleasure to know that the Department of English has taken a great step to organise a One 

Day National Seminar on Transnational Feminism: Literature, Theory and Practice. The theme of 

the Seminar is very much relevant to the present scenario. The papers presented at this seminar 

belong to various schools of thoughts stressing the importance of feminism and represent the 

problems of women all over the world. The seminar has resulted in bringing an enormous awareness 

in feminism. 

 

 I wish the seminar a grand success and also wish the department and faculty members to 

conduct more programmes for the development of academic and real life skills. 

 

 

 

 

21.08.2018                                                                                                                         

 

(Dr.L.P.Ramalingam) 

                  Principal 

         



 



  

FOREWORD 

 

 I am happy to know that Sourashtra College, Madurai, Tamilnadu, is organising a 

National Seminar on Transnational Feminism: Literature, Theory and Practice.  This is one 

of the contemporary themes which is being explored in the existent academic world. Unless 

all the women of the globe achieve equality, dignity and true liberty from biases and 

oppressions of the society, the society could never evolve properly. Department of English, 

Sourashtra College, Madurai deserves praise for choosing this topical issue for further 

academic investigation and research. Under the leadership of present Head, Department of 

English, Dr. M.R. Rashila, this department has scaled new heights and has carved an 

envious position in the whole academia in Tamilnadu and this could be possible because of 

her tireless work day in day out. The present Secretary also deserves praise for his holistic, 

humane and inclusive vision of education for the deprived and marginalised. He has been 

working incessantly for the development and extension of the college after taking over as 

the Secretary of the college. I realized that he's the right person who can transfer and 

metamorphose the whole condition of this college to the great heights. 

 

 I congratulate the Organising Committee of the Seminar, Dr. M.R. Rashila and  

Ms. K.M. Kavitha for exploring such a topical issue. Findings and deliberations of this type 

of seminars would help us to form a joyous, egalitarian and pleasant world worth living for 

all of us. 

 

 

 

Dr. Sandeep Yadav 

SLC (E), University of Delhi, Delhi 



 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

 

 Transnational Feminism explores the meaning of feminism from diverse cultural, 

political, and economic perspectives and circumstances. This publication includes a series 

of papers studying development in language, literature, theory and practice keying various 

themes and issues on transnational feminism. The teachers, scholars and students from 

various colleges and universities across the border have contributed in opulence towards 

this publication. 

 
 This edition is concerned varied themes trending and analyzing how colonialist legacies 

have shaped and continue to shape the social, economic, and political oppression of 

women across the globe. 

 
 I bestow my sincere thanks to the management of Sourashtra College Council, for their 

magnanimous support to host this programme in a grand manner. I would like to express 

my sincere thanks to our Principal who stands by our side always and renders his fullest 

support in organizing academic endeavors. 

 

 I wholeheartedly congratulate the authors who have penned and contributed much for 

the success of the seminar and publication of this book. I owe my sincere thanks to the 

publishers of Shanlax Publications for their invaluable and consistent support. 

 

 I am indebted much to the faculties of the Department of English for their untiring, 

unrelenting and unstinted support for organizing such a grand seminar. 

 

Special Issue’s Editor-in-Chief 

 

Dr.M.R.Rashila 
Associate Professor and Head  

Department of English, Sourashtra College, Madurai, Tamil Nadu 

 

Special Issue’s Editorial Committee 

 

Ms.K.M. Kavitha 

Ms.G.Kalaivani 

Mr.R.S.Vignesh 
 

Assistant Professors  

Department of English, Sourashtra College, Madurai, Tamil Nadu 



CONTENTS 

 

S.No. Title Page. No. 

1 Sexual Marginalisation of Women in Mahesh Dattani’s  

Thirty Days in September 

Mr.R.S.Vignesh 

01 

2 Loss of Identity and Roots Geeta Goswami’s The Lost Shore 

Ms.R.Jeya Shri 

04 

3 Erosion of Humanistic Values in Arundhati Roy’s  

The God of Small Things 

Ms.I.George Mary 

07 

4 Culture Re-Contextualized: A Study of Jaishree Mishra’s Ancient Promises 

Dr.M.R.Rashila 

10 

5 Longing for Love in Manju Kapur's Difficult Daughters 

Ms.K.M.Kavitha 

14 

6 Femininity and Feminism: An Inter-Generic Study of Margaret Atwood’s 

Bodily Harm and A Film Shunyo E Buke (Empty Canvas) 

Mr.Purnendu Sengupta 

17 

7 Transnational Feminism: Literature, Theory and Practice Super Women: 

Enhanced Feminity in Contemporary Women’s Fiction 

Ms.G.Poornima & Ms.l.Pameela Sherine 

24 

8 The Impact of Globalization 

Mr.K.V.Kannan 

27 

9 ‘Fractured Self’ in Shashi Deshpande’s The Dark Holds No Terrors: A Study 

on Stereotype 

Ms.Sneha George 

30 

10 Gender Marginalisation in Mahesh Dattani’s Tara 

Ms.G.S.Srimathi 

34 

11 Cultural Alienation and the Loss of Identity in Jhumpa Lahiri’s -  

The Namesake 

Ms.A.G.S.Abishmathi 

36 

12 Vulnerability of Same-Sex Love and its Disastrous End: A Study in 

Perspectives of The Autobiographies of A. Revathi and  

Laxmi Narayan Tripathi 

Mr.Chanchal De Boxi 

38 

13 Superwoman: Enhanced Femininity in Sefi Atta’s  

Everything Good Will Come 

Ms.S.K.Gayathri 

47 

14 Witnessing & Victimization: The Erosion of Humanistic Values Through 

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s  The Danger of A Single Story 

Ms.K.Geethanjali & Dr.N.Mythili 

51 



15 Residents’ Loss of Identity and Tribulations in Kiran Desai’s  

The Inheritance of Loss 

Ms.A.Lavanya 

54 

16 Woman’s Perception as an Immigrant in Manju Kapur’s The Immigrant 

Ms.R.Leelavathi & Dr.M.P.Ganesan 

57 

17 Loss of Identity and Roots in Alice Walker’s Novel The Color Purple 

Ms.K.Mohana Soundarya 

61 

18 Diaspora and Feminism in Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni’s Arranged 

Marriage and Maya Angelou’s I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings 

Ms.A.Vinista 

63 

19 Cultural Alienation in Jhumpa Lahiri's Short Story  

The Interpreter of Maladies 

Ms.S.Aakhila Naseem 

67 

20 Revolt Against Trauma in Anita Desai’s Fire on the Mountain 

Ms.A.Anushka 

70 

21 Job Satisfaction among Transgenders: A Case Study of Kochi Metro 

Ms.K.Chaithanya 

74 

22 Theme of Gender Sensitivity in Anita Nair’s Ladies Coupe and  

Lessons in Forgetting 

Ms.S.Gandhimathi 

81 

23 Gender: Conflicts, Pivotal Roles of Feminists and Conducive Motives of 

Sensitization 

Mr.Mashuqe Ali 

84 

24 Collective Contexts on Representation of Woman in Literature:  

Myth and Reality 

Dr.A.Padma Priya 

88 

25 Militant Texture of Dalit Emotions in the ‘Poems of Touch’ by  

Meena Kandasamy 

Ms.D.M.Sathya Marjory 

90 

26 Diasporic Sensibility, an Uncompromising Human Sympathy Portrayed in 

Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni’s, The Unknown Errors of Our Lives 

Ms.P.Savithri 

94 

27 Cultual Alienation of Marginalized People in The Gypsy Goddess by  

Meena Kandasamy 

Ms.D.Suruthi 

98 

28 Longingness of the Self Identification and Homelessness in the  

Novel Wife - Bharathi Mukherjee 

Ms.T.Sivapriya 

100 

29 Struggle for Identity and Diaspora in Jhumpa Lahiri’s The Namesake 

Ms.B.Magdaline Sreeja Josephin & Dr.M.R.Rashila 

103 

   



30 Deterioration of Humanistic Values: An Analytical Study on  

Current Issues 

Dr.S.P.Vanjulavalli 

106 

31 Socio-Political Perspectives in Procession by Badal Sircar 

Ms.B.Charanya 

110 

32 Social Discourse between The Marriage and The Sex in Ruth Prawer 

Jhabvala’s Get Ready for Battle 

Dr.C.S.Jeyaraman 

114 

33 Shagun as a Modern Woman in Manju Kapur’s Custody 

Ms.Subbaraju.Nagarani & Dr.M.P.Ganesan 

117 

33 Subjugation of Women in That Long Silence 

Dr.S.Bhuvaneswari 

120 

34 Naomi Wolf’s ‘The Beauty Myth’: An Eye-Opener for Modern Women 

Ms.G.Kalaivani 

123 

35 Raising A Feminist Son – An Antidote with Reference to Chimamanda 

Ngozi Adichie’s We Should All Be Feminists 

Dr.S.M.Nandini 

126 

36 Portrayal of the Condition of Women in the Post-Colonial Era in  

Mahaswetha Devi’s Breast Giver 

Mr.T.K.Sivakumar 

129 

37 The ‘New Women’ in Manju Kapur’s Custody 

Ms.T.N.K.Kavitha 

131 

 



 



Vol.6       Special Issue 1        August 2018             ISSN: 2320 - 2645 

 

 

Shanlax International Journal of English   1 

  

SEXUAL MARGINALISATION OF WOMEN IN  

MAHESH DATTANI’S THIRTY DAYS IN SEPTEMBER 

 
 

Mr.R.S.Vignesh 

Assistant Professor of English 
Sourashtra College, Madurai 

 
 

 
 
Abstract 
 Mahesh Dattani is a Sahitya Akademi Award-winning playwright. He deals with the problems like 
marginalisation, gender discrimination, patriarchy, communalism. Thirty Days in September is a poignant story of 
Child Sexual Abuse. It revolves around the psychological trauma of Mala and the unknown and acute pain of Shanta. It 
also deals with the problems of incest. Women are suppressed not only by men but also by women. Women are seen just 
as sex objects by men. They always see women as bodies and not as beings with feelings. It deals with the mother-
daughter relationship and their misunderstandings of each other. 
Keywords: Patriarchy, Child Sexual Abuse, Suppression of women, psychological trauma, sex objects 
 
 According to Little Dubey, �ò���Š�‹�”�–�›�� ���ƒ�›�•�� �‹�•�� ���‡�’�–�‡�•�„�‡�” has touched hearts and consciences 
everywhere. Sensitive and powerful without ever offending sensibilities, it manages to bring home the 
horror and the pain within the framework of a very identifiable mother �� daughter relationship. It is a 
three act play set in the suburb of Delhi. It is a story of child sexual abuse. Mala was molested by her 
own maternal uncle when she was an adolescent girl. This lead to a psychological trauma in her later 
�›�‡�ƒ�”�•���ƒ�•�†���•�Š�‡���‹�•�ˆ�Ž�‹�…�–�•���Š�‡�”�•�‡�Ž�ˆ�ä�ó�������—�„�‡�›�� 
 According to Sigmund F�”�‡�—�†�á���ò���Š�ƒ�–���™�‡���†�‡�•�…�”�‹�„�‡���ƒ�•���‘�—�”���î�…�Š�ƒ�”�ƒ�…�–�‡�”�ï���‹�•���„�ƒ�•�‡�†���‘�•���–�Š�‡���•�‡�•�‘�”�›-traces of 
our impressions; and, moreover, the impressions which have had the greatest effect on us- those of our 
�‡�ƒ�”�Ž�‹�‡�•�–���›�‘�—�–�Š�ó�ä�����	�”�‡�—�†���w�u�{-540) 
 So a child needs proper care, love and affection when it is young as this leaves a permanent trace on 
the child throughout its life. Mala was not given proper care by her parents when she was seven. Her 
father left both Mala and her mother, Shanta. She was continuously molested from the age of seven until 
she becomes thirteen. She expresses her pain to her mother, but Shanta fails to recognise the agony she 
undergoes. She feeds her and eventually, Mala gets used to the molestation and starts enjoying it. Mala 
is made to believe that she is ugly, but her uncle liked her even though she is ugly. That too made a great 
impact on the character of Mala. Mala enjoyed being looked at by men.  
 �ò���ƒ�Ž�ƒ�ã That is how you always pacified me and that is how I know that you believe me, deep down. 
�å�ä�� ���•�•�–�‡�ƒ�†�� �‘�ˆ�� �Ž�‹�•�–�‡�•�‹�•�‰�� �–�‘�� �™�Š�ƒ�–�� ���� �Š�ƒ�†�� �–�‘�� �•�ƒ�›�á�� �›�‘�—�� �•�–�—�ˆ�ˆ�‡�†�� �•�‡�� �™�‹�–�Š�� �ˆ�‘�‘�†�ä�� ���� �…�‘�—�Ž�†�•�ï�–�� �•�’�‡�ƒ�•�� �„�‡�…�ƒ�—�•�‡�� ���� �™�ƒ�•��
being fed all the time, and you know what? I began to like them. I thought that was the cure for my pain. 
���Š�ƒ�–���‹�ˆ�������ƒ�–�‡���–�‹�Ž�Ž�������™�ƒ�•���•�–�—�ˆ�ˆ�‡�†�á���–�Š�‡���’�ƒ�‹�•���™�‘�—�Ž�†���‰�‘���ƒ�™�ƒ�›�å�ó�������ƒ�–�–�ƒ�•i 104) 
 ���Š�ƒ�•�–�ƒ���•�‡�’�–���‘�•���’�”�ƒ�›�‹�•�‰���ƒ�•�†���†�‹�†�•�ï�–���’�ƒ�›���’�”�‘�’�‡�”���ƒ�–�–�‡�•�–�‹�‘�•�ä�����Š�‡���•�Š�‘�—�Ž�†���Š�ƒ�˜�‡���ƒ�…�–�‡�†���‹�•�•�–�‡�ƒ�†���‘�ˆ���’�”�ƒ�›�‹�•�‰�ä 
 Mala:�å�����‘�—���™�‡�”�‡���•�‡�˜�‡�”���–�Š�‡�”�‡���ˆ�‘�”���•�‡�ä�����‘�—���™�‡�”�‡���–�‘�‘���„�—�•�›���’�”�ƒ�›�‹�•�‰�è�������ƒ�–�–�ƒ�•�‹���s�r�v�� 
 Male-dominated society has traditionally promoted an opposition between Sacred and Profane 
���‘�˜�‡���ƒ�•�†���ƒ�…�…�‘�”�†�‹�•�‰�Ž�›���…�Ž�ƒ�•�•�‹�ˆ�‹�‡�†���™�‘�•�‡�•���ƒ�•���‹�†�‡�ƒ�Ž���‘�”���†�‹�•�’�ƒ�”�ƒ�‰�‡�†�ä�����Š�‡���‡�ˆ�ˆ�‡�…�–�•���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‹�•���î���‘�—�„�Ž�‡�����•�ƒ�‰�‡�ï���ƒ�”�‡���™�‡�Ž�Ž��
known. ���–�� �‹�•�� �’�‡�”�ˆ�‡�…�–�Ž�›�á�� �‹�ˆ�� �Š�ƒ�”�•�Š�Ž�›�� �‡�š�’�”�‡�•�•�‡�†�� �„�›�� �™�Š�ƒ�–�� �ƒ�� �•�ƒ�•�� �•�ƒ�›�•�á�� �“�—�‘�–�‹�•�‰�� �î�ƒ�•�� �‘�Ž�†�� ���–�ƒ�Ž�‹�ƒ�•�� �•�ƒ�›�‹�•�‰�ï�� �‹�•��


