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MESSAGE

The Department of English deserves to be congratulated for organizing a One Day National
Seminar on Transnational Feminism: Literature, Theory and Practice in the Golden Jubilee year of
our college. At this point in time when the world is talking on issues regarding gender sensitivity,
marginalization, social stratification, economic injustice, empowerment and liberation of women,
such a Seminar focusing on Feminism is more pertinent and essential. I'm happy that the

Department of English focuses on themes which are highly relevant to the present scenario.

Since its inception, the Department of English has been very active and regularly contributing in
the academic field by organizing seminars, conferences, workshops on important themes, in addition

to performing its regular activities of teaching and research.

I am glad that the papers are published in the form of a book. I wish to record my sincere
appreciation to the editors for having taken up this tough task. I wish that each participant will go
back with a feeling of academic satisfaction by being actively involved in the discussions and
deliberations. I wish the Seminar all success and I further wish all the delegates to take back happy

memories of the Seminar

HW&
21.08.2018 (D.R.Kumaresh)
Secretary
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MESSAGE

I have great pleasure in appreciating the Department of English, Sourashtra College for
organizing a one day National Seminar on Transnational Feminism: Literature, Theory and Practice
on 21 August 2018. It is again a great feat to be cherished and noted in the history of the Department
of English. The teachers of English play an immense role in honing and facilitating students” skills in
language and literature. The impact of Globalization and Capitalism has taken the lead of many
active feminists to come up with various themes and theories on Transnational Feminism. The
Department of English has chosen the topic which is the need of the hour. The Department of
English, a home for the students of literature, takes much effort in upgrading the intellectual
paradigm since 1967. The department has been organizing, seminars, workshops and other literary

activities to augment students’ knowledge on language and literature.

It is really happy to note that the papers are presented by students and scholars across the
borders. The Department has taken much initiative in bringing the papers in publication.
I congratulate the Head, Staff members and the Editors of the Department of English for their prolific

contribution to the society.

I am sure the presenters and the participants would have a great intellectual banquet on the day
of the seminar and I wish the seminar a grand success. I bequeath my deep and heartfelt wishes for

all their future academic endeavors.

N
21.08.2018 (V.G.Ramdoss)
President
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MESSAGE

It is my pleasure to know that the Department of English has taken a great step to organise a One
Day National Seminar on Transnational Feminism: Literature, Theory and Practice. The theme of
the Seminar is very much relevant to the present scenario. The papers presented at this seminar
belong to various schools of thoughts stressing the importance of feminism and represent the
problems of women all over the world. The seminar has resulted in bringing an enormous awareness

in feminism.

I wish the seminar a grand success and also wish the department and faculty members to

conduct more programmes for the development of academic and real life skills.

21.08.2018 AN

(Dr.L.P.Ramalingam)

Principal






FOREWORD

I am happy to know that Sourashtra College, Madurai, Tamilnadu, is organising a
National Seminar on Transnational Feminism: Literature, Theory and Practice. This is one
of the contemporary themes which is being explored in the existent academic world. Unless
all the women of the globe achieve equality, dignity and true liberty from biases and
oppressions of the society, the society could never evolve properly. Department of English,
Sourashtra College, Madurai deserves praise for choosing this topical issue for further
academic investigation and research. Under the leadership of present Head, Department of
English, Dr. M.R. Rashila, this department has scaled new heights and has carved an
envious position in the whole academia in Tamilnadu and this could be possible because of
her tireless work day in day out. The present Secretary also deserves praise for his holistic,
humane and inclusive vision of education for the deprived and marginalised. He has been
working incessantly for the development and extension of the college after taking over as
the Secretary of the college. I realized that he's the right person who can transfer and

metamorphose the whole condition of this college to the great heights.

I congratulate the Organising Committee of the Seminar, Dr. M.R. Rashila and
Ms. K.M. Kavitha for exploring such a topical issue. Findings and deliberations of this type
of seminars would help us to form a joyous, egalitarian and pleasant world worth living for

all of us.

Dr. Sandeep Yadav

SLC (E), University of Delhi, Delhi



EDITOR’S NOTE

Transnational Feminism explores the meaning of feminism from diverse cultural,
political, and economic perspectives and circumstances. This publication includes a series
of papers studying development in language, literature, theory and practice keying various
themes and issues on transnational feminism. The teachers, scholars and students from
various colleges and universities across the border have contributed in opulence towards

this publication.

This edition is concerned varied themes trending and analyzing how colonialist legacies
have shaped and continue to shape the social, economic, and political oppression of

women across the globe.

I bestow my sincere thanks to the management of Sourashtra College Council, for their
magnanimous support to host this programme in a grand manner. I would like to express
my sincere thanks to our Principal who stands by our side always and renders his fullest

support in organizing academic endeavors.

I wholeheartedly congratulate the authors who have penned and contributed much for
the success of the seminar and publication of this book. I owe my sincere thanks to the

publishers of Shanlax Publications for their invaluable and consistent support.

I am indebted much to the faculties of the Department of English for their untiring,

unrelenting and unstinted support for organizing such a grand seminar.

Special Issue’s Editor-in-Chief

Dr.M.R.Rashila

Associate Professor and Head
Department of English, Sourashtra College, Madurai, Tamil Nadu

Special Issue’s Editorial Committee

Ms.K.M. Kavitha
Ms.G.Kalaivani
Mr.R.S.Vignesh

Assistant Professors
Department of English, Sourashtra College, Madurai, Tamil Nadu
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SEXUAL MARGINALISATION OF WOMEN IN
MAHESH DATTANVI'S THIRTY DAYS IN SEPTEMBER

Mr.R.S.Vignesh

Assistant Professor of English
Sourashtra College, Madurai

Abstract

Mahesh Dattani is a Sahitya Akademi Awawdnning playwright. He deals with theproblems like
marginalisation, gender discrimination, patriarchy, communalism. Thirty Days in September is a poignant story of
Child Sexual Abuse. It revolves around the psychological trauma of Mala and the unknown and acute pain of Shanta. It
also deals \th the problems of incest. Women are suppressed not only by men but also by women. Women are seen just
as sex objects by men. They always see women as bodies and not as beings with feelings. It deals with the mother
daughter relationship and their misundestandings of each other.
Keywords: Patriarchy, Child Sexual Abuse, Suppression of women, psychological trauma, sex objects

According to Little Dubey, 06 S<”—> f>e <+ 1Ihag spdched hearts and consciences
everywhere. Sensitive and powerful without ever offending sensibilities, it manages to bring home the
horror and the pain within the framework of a very identifiable mother daughter relationship. It is a
three act playset in the suburb of Delhi. It is a story of child sexual abuse. Mala was molested by her
own maternal uncle when she was an adolescent girl. This lead to a psychological trauma in her later
>Ef7e fot oSt <o"Zc...—e St"et7746 — %>
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our impressions; and, moreover, the impressions which have had the greatest effect on tlsoose of our
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So a child needs proper care, love and affiion when it is young as this leaves a permanent trace on
the child throughout its life. Mala was not given proper care by her parents when she was seven. Her
father left both Mala and her mother, Shanta. She was continuously molested from the age of sewstil
she becomes thirteen. She expresses her pain to her mother, but Shanta fails to recognise the agony she
undergoes. She feeds her and eventually, Mala gets used to the molestation and starts enjoyirgata
is made to believe that she is ugly, buter uncle liked her even though she is ugly. That too made a great
impact on the character of Mala. Mala enjoyed being looked at by men.

0 f ZTFratis how you always pacified me and that is how | know that you believe me, deep down.
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being fed all the time, and you know what? | began to like them. | thought that was the cure for my pain.
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Male-dominated society has traditionally promoted an opposition betweenSacred and Profane
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