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Abstract
The current study looks at the opportunities, imperfections and strengths that will help India 
progress toward becoming an advanced nation by 2047, i.e., Viksit Bharat. The study also 
identified the key challenges in achieving a Viksit Bharat by 2047. The paper highlights that 
a large and young population, a vibrant IT sector, and a rich cultural heritage are India’s key 
strengths. However, infrastructure gaps, poverty, and inequality pose significant weaknesses 
in Viksit Bharat by 2047. The paper also highlights that the improvement in key factors like 
technological advancements, globalisation, and a growing middle class were opening a door 
for India to compete and achieve success by 2047, but with few growing challenges such as 
climate change, geopolitical tensions, and global economic uncertainties severing India’s 
status quo to achieve developed state at 2047. India must prioritise equitable growth, better 
healthcare and education, sustainable infrastructure, mitigating the effects of climate change, 
and retraining technology. India stands at a pivotal juncture in its journey toward becoming a 
developed nation. With a population of over 1.4 billion and a median age of just 28 years, India 
holds a significant demographic advantage, often referred to as the “demographic dividend”. 
This young workforce presents immense potential for economic growth, particularly in sectors 
like technology, manufacturing, and services. India is already the world’s third-largest startup 
ecosystem, with over 50,000 startups and a rapidly growing digital economy, expected to reach 
$1 trillion by 2025. However, despite these advantages, India faces substantial challenges, 
including educational disparities, with over 70% of students in rural areas lacking access to 
quality education, and healthcare access issues, with about 60% of healthcare expenses being 
out-of-pocket. In addition, geopolitical tensions with neighboring countries and the impacts 
of climate change pose significant risks to national stability and growth. To unlock its full 
potential, India must implement targeted reforms in education, healthcare, infrastructure, and 
sustainability. This paper explores these challenges while identifying actionable strategies to 
harness India’s demographic and technological strengths, with a focus on skill development, 
renewable energy adoption, and regional cooperation. The successful implementation of these 
reforms will be crucial to achieving the vision of a “Viksit Bharat” (Developed India) by 2047, 
marking the 100th anniversary of India’s independence.
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Introduction
 With the aspirational objective of emerging as a developed nation, 
India considers itself at a turning point as it approaches the centennial of its 
independence in 2047. This aspiration is not merely a political or economic 
objective; it represents a vision of social progress, technological advancement, 
and sustainable growth that resonates with the hopes and dreams of over  
1.4 billion citizens. India’s youthful population, rapidly growing middle class, 
and burgeoning information technology sector have made it one of the major 
economies with the quickest rates of growth in recent decades. However, the 
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journey toward development is laden with multifaceted 
challenges, ranging from infrastructure deficits 
and poverty to social inequality and environmental 
sustainability. The concept of a developed nation 
encompasses more than just economic metrics such 
as Gross Domestic Product (GDP); it includes high 
standards of living, equitable access to education 
and healthcare, robust infrastructure, and strong 
democratic institutions. Nevertheless, with the 
advancements, there are still major obstacles to be 
conquered. A considerable section of the Indian 
population still lives in poverty, according to reports 
from several associations, including the World Bank 
and the International Monetary Fund (IMF), and the 
inequality of income is also spreading. Furthermore, 
systemic issues like bureaucratic inefficiencies and 
inadequate infrastructure hinder the potential for 
inclusive growth. This research paper employs the 
SWOC (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and 
Challenges) framework to systematically analyse 
India’s developmental landscape by examining its 
strengths and opportunities, such as the demographic 
dividend and technological prowess etc., drive 
India’s potential that possesses to accelerate its 
growth trajectory. Conversely, the paper also 
delves into the weaknesses and challenges that can 
impede progress, including educational disparities, 
governance issues etc. In light of several factors, 
this paper aims to provide a nuanced understanding 
and contextualise India’s developmental ambitions 
within the global landscape and discourse on how 
India can realize its vision of becoming a developed 
nation by 2047.
 India, with a population exceeding 1.4 billion and 
a median age of 28, possesses a major demographic 
advantage that can drive growth in technology, 
manufacturing, and services. It is the world’s third-
largest startup ecosystem, hosting over 50,000 
startups, and its digital economy is projected to reach 
$1 trillion by 2025. However, challenges persist-over 
70% of rural students lack access to quality education, 
with many struggling to achieve basic literacy and 
numeracy levels, and 60% of healthcare costs are 
paid out-of-pocket, placing a heavy financial burden 
on families. Additionally, geopolitical tensions 
and climate change threaten national stability. To 
progress toward developed nation status, India 

must pursue reforms in education, healthcare, 
and sustainability, focusing on skill development, 
renewable energy, and regional collaboration.

India’s Vision - A Sustainable Approach  
(SWOC Analysis)
 India’s Vision for 2047, titled Viksit Bharat 
(Developed India), presents a comprehensive 
strategy for the country to become a developed and 
sustainable nation by its 100th year of independence. 
This vision, outlined by the Indian government and 
various policymakers, focuses on several pillars, 
including economic development, social well-
being, technological innovation, environmental 
sustainability, and global leadership. A sustainable 
approach is crucial to realizing this vision, balancing 
development with ecological preservation, social 
equity, and inclusive growth.

Strengths
 With more than 65% of its citizens being under 
35, India has one of the youngest populations in the 
world. If properly handled through skill development 
and education, this demographic dividend may 
promote economic growth as well as provide an 
adequate workforce.
 India’s economy, which happens to be currently 
the fifth largest in the world, is anticipated to keep 
expanding gradually. The country has a diversified 
economic base, including strong sectors in IT, 
pharmaceuticals, manufacturing, and services, which 
can drive long-term development.
 Through schemes like Digital India, India has 
advanced its digital infrastructure tremendously. The 
nation is well-known throughout the world for its 
innovation and technology industries, particularly in 
IT and startups.
 India’s position between the Middle East and 
Southeast Asia places it at a strategic crossroads for 
trade. It has access to critical maritime routes and is 
central to geopolitical dynamics in Asia.
India is a key player in global forums like G20, 
BRICS, and the United Nations. It is strengthening 
its global partnerships, which enhance trade and 
investment flows and offer international cooperation 
opportunities in areas like climate change and 
security.
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Weaknesses
 The wage gap is still notable despite the financial 
system’s resilient expansion. In particular in rural 
areas, a substantial proportion of the populace lives 
in poverty, which could restrict the wide-ranging 
advantages of growth.
 While India is improving its infrastructure, there 
are still gaps in transportation, logistics, energy, and 
urban planning. Rural infrastructure, in particular, 
lags, which hinders inclusive growth.
 Though India has a large youth population, its 
education system faces challenges in terms of quality 
and reach. A lack of vocational and technical skills in 
the workforce could limit the potential benefits of its 
demographic dividend.
 India’s complex regulatory environment 
and bureaucracy can sometimes stifle innovation 
and business growth. Corruption, red tape, and 
inefficiencies in governance can delay critical 
infrastructure projects and policy reforms.
 India’s healthcare infrastructure, particularly in 
rural areas, is underdeveloped. Providing all of those 
who live there with exceptional medical care is an 
essential challenge for the nation, which may impede 
efforts to increase human capital frequently.

Opportunities
 Continued reforms in taxation (such as the 
Goods and Services Tax), labour laws, and the 
ease of doing business can drive economic growth. 
Structural reforms could make India a more attractive 
destination for foreign direct investment (FDI).
 Obtaining 500 GW of non-fossil energy 
production by 2030 comprises one of India’s 
ambitious renewable energy aspirations. The 
transition to a green economy can create jobs and 
reduce environmental degradation, contributing to 
sustainable development.
 India is home to one of the fastest-growing 
startup ecosystems in the world. Government support 
for innovation, entrepreneurship, and technological 
advancement offers opportunities for breakthroughs 
in sectors like artificial intelligence, biotechnology, 
and clean energy.
 Rapid urbanization provides an opportunity 
to develop smart cities with better infrastructure, 
efficient public services, and sustainable urban 

planning. This has the possibility to stimulate 
economic expansion and enhance urban inhabitants’ 
quality of life.
 Strengthening trade partnerships, particularly 
in Asia and Africa, can help India diversify its 
trade routes and reduce dependence on any single 
economy. Participating in global value chains can 
boost manufacturing and exports.

Challenges
 India faces complex geopolitical challenges, 
particularly with neighbouring countries like China 
and Pakistan. Any escalation in regional conflicts 
could disrupt economic progress and stability.
 India is especially vulnerable to the consequences 
of global warming, which include extreme 
weather, higher ocean levels, and unpredictable 
rainfall patterns. Resource disputes and decreased 
agricultural output could result from environmental 
issues.
 Global economic disruptions, such as financial 
crises, inflation, and shifts in trade dynamics, could 
affect India’s growth trajectory. The country is also 
vulnerable to fluctuations in global energy prices.
 India is a diverse country with multiple ethnic, 
religious, and linguistic groups. Increasing social 
or religious tensions can create internal instability, 
diverting attention and resources away from 
development goals.
 While automation and AI can boost productivity, 
they also pose a threat to traditional jobs in sectors 
like manufacturing and agriculture. Managing the 
balance between technological advancement and 
employment will be crucial for inclusive growth.

Suggestions
 Opportunities for advancement are abundant, 
particularly in areas such as renewable energy, 
digital innovation, and international trade. India’s 
commitment to sustainability through initiatives 
aimed at increasing its renewable energy capacity 
offers a pathway to not only address climate change 
but also create jobs and stimulate economic growth. 
Additionally, the nation’s strategic geopolitical 
positioning opens doors for deeper international 
partnerships, which can enhance trade and 
investment. 
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 Nevertheless, this journey is fraught with 
challenges. Climate change poses a significant 
threat to India’s agricultural productivity and water 
security, while geopolitical tensions, particularly 
with neighbouring countries, can divert resources 
and focus away from development. The increasing 
polarization within society, along with the threat 
of technological disruption, further complicates the 
landscape.

Improvement of Strength and Opportunities
 To achieve India’s Vision Viksit Bharat 
in 2047, a comprehensive strategy is needed. 
This includes investing in education and skill 
development to harness the demographic dividend, 
focusing on future-oriented skills like AI and 
green technologies. Economic reforms should 
continue, simplifying regulations and improving 
infrastructure to boost FDI and domestic investment. 
Strengthening India’s innovation ecosystem through 
increased R&D funding and collaboration between 
academia and industry will drive technological 
advancement, particularly in AI, biotechnology, and 
nanotechnology. Transitioning to a green economy 
by investing in renewable energy and sustainable 
infrastructure is crucial for job creation and climate 
goals. Smart city development, with a focus on 
sustainability and efficient public services, is 
essential for improving urban quality of life. India’s 
strategic location and global influence should be 
leveraged to expand trade and foster international 
partnerships, particularly with Asia and Africa. 
Proactive participation in global forums will further 
enhance India’s role as a responsible global leader. 
 The deep-rooted disparities in India’s education 
sector, particularly between urban and rural areas 
and among socio-economic groups. It highlights the 
opportunity to leverage the demographic dividend 
through strategic reforms focused on creating 
an equitable and high-quality education system. 
Key priorities include improving access to quality 
education in rural areas by building infrastructure, 
bridging the digital divide through technology and 
Community Learning Centers, and promoting skill 
development via vocational training and public-
private partnerships. The paragraph also emphasizes 
the importance of teacher training and retention, 

curriculum reforms to ensure local relevance and 
inclusivity, and the role of technology in expanding 
access through platforms like SWAYAM and 
DIKSHA. Finally, it stresses the need to integrate 
health and nutrition into education and strengthen 
rural-urban education linkages to reduce inequities 
and pave the way for sustainable growth and social 
transformation.
 India is aggressively pursuing its renewable 
energy ambitions, recognizing the critical role of 
solar and wind power in achieving its goals for a 
sustainable future. The nation aims for a massive 
500 GW of non-fossil fuel-based energy capacity 
by 2030, with significant contributions expected 
from both solar and wind sectors. As of March 
2025, India’s total installed renewable energy 
capacity reached approximately 220.10 GW, with 
solar power leading the way at around 105.65 GW 
and wind power crossing the 50.04 GW milestone. 
The government is actively promoting these sectors 
through various policies, financial incentives, and 
infrastructure development, including the expansion 
of solar parks and the establishment of offshore 
wind projects. Furthermore, India acknowledges the 
synergy between renewable energy and sustainable 
agriculture. Initiatives like the PM-KUSUM 
scheme support farmers in adopting solar-powered 
irrigation, reducing their reliance on fossil fuels 
and lowering carbon emissions in the agricultural 
sector. By integrating renewable energy sources 
into agricultural practices, India is fostering 
environmental sustainability while also providing 
economic benefits to farmers and enhancing energy 
access in rural areas. The focus on both utility-
scale and distributed renewable energy projects, 
coupled with advancements in energy storage and 
grid infrastructure, underscores India’s commitment 
to a clean energy transition and a more sustainable 
future that encompasses both power generation and 
agricultural practices.
 Navigating the complex and evolving 
geopolitical landscape is a critical challenge for 
India, particularly given its strategic position in 
South Asia and its interactions with neighbouring 
countries like Pakistan and China. Geopolitical 
risks and tensions whether arising from territorial 
disputes, regional rivalries, or global power shifts 
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can significantly impact India’s security, stability, 
and economic growth. However, through effective 
diplomacy, strategic partnerships, and robust internal 
security measures, India can mitigate these risks 
while continuing to progress toward its development 
goals through diplomatic engagement and conflict 
resolution mechanism, Strengthening BRICS and 
SCO Engagement, Reinforcing India’s Role in the 
United Nations, Strengthening Regional Partnerships 
and Alliances, Building Self-Reliant and Resilient 
Supply Chains and economic cooperation with 
neighbouring countries, Indo-Pacific Countries, 
Africa and Middle East will promote India’s interests 
in trade, security, and regional stability.

Conclusion
 India’s aspiration to become a developed nation 
by 2047 brings with it a mix of immense opportunities 
and considerable challenges. A comprehensive 
SWOT analysis underscores the nation’s core 
strengths-notably its youthful population, fast-
growing economy, and strides in technology-while 
identifying opportunities in economic reforms, 
renewable energy transitions, innovation, and 
urbanization. However, to fully harness these 
strengths, India must confront persistent weaknesses 
such as inequality, infrastructure gaps, educational 
disparities, and governance inefficiencies. 
Implementing deep structural reforms will be key 
to ensuring inclusive growth, especially for rural 
and marginalized communities. A skilled and 
educated workforce will be crucial for tapping 
into the country’s demographic dividend. At the 
same time, India must prepare for external threats 
including geopolitical tensions, climate change, 
and global economic uncertainty. Internally, it must 
address risks like social unrest and technological 
disruptions to maintain stability and secure long-
term development. 
 The roadmap to achieving “Viksit Bharat” 
will require actionable strategies across sectors. In 
education, the focus must be on vocational training, 
enhancing rural learning systems via public-private 
partnerships, and increasing digital literacy. In 
healthcare, the priority should be universal health 
coverage, expanding telemedicine, and improving 
access to primary care in underserved areas. 

Infrastructure development must be guided by a 
National Infrastructure Plan promoting smart cities, 
rural connectivity, and green energy, supported by 
PPP models. Simultaneously, sustainability should 
be championed through renewable energy adoption, 
climate-resilient farming, and enhanced energy 
efficiency. These reforms will demand strategic 
investment, robust governance, and political 
commitment. Reforming the education system 
with a focus on inclusivity, quality, and relevance 
is essential, particularly for rural and low-income 
groups. Investments in infrastructure, teacher 
training, vocational programs, and digital tools will 
help bridge existing divides. For climate resilience, 
India must pursue a multi-pronged strategy 
combining renewables, sustainable agriculture, 
green technologies, and financial incentives. On 
the global stage, India’s geopolitical strategy 
should be pragmatic and multifaceted, emphasizing 
diplomacy, regional partnerships, internal security, 
and economic resilience. Strengthening engagement 
in the Indo-Pacific and South Asia, while fostering 
strategic alliances, will bolster India’s status as a 
regional and global leader.
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