DIALOGUES FROM THE GLOBAL SOUTH: INTERSECTIONS OF KNOWLEDGE AND CULTURE

A Statistical Study on Women

Street Sweepers in Puducherry

OPEN ACCESS
C. Anantharaj
Volume: 13 Assistant Professor and Head, Department of Statistics
Kanchi Mamunivar Government Institute for Post Graduate Studies and Research

) Lawspet, Puducherry
Special Issue: 2

Marie Josephine Aruna

Month: February Assistant Professor, Department of English

Kanchi Mamunivar Government Institute for Post Graduate Studies and Research
Year: 2026 Lawspet, Puducherry
P-ISSN: 2321-788X Abstract

A street sweeper or street cleaner may refer to a person’s occupation, or a machine
that cleans streets. A street sweeper cleans the streets, usually in an urban area.
Street sweepers have been employed in cities since sanitation and waste removal
became a priority. A street-sweeping person would use a broom and shovel to clean
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Introduction

A street sweeper or street cleaner may refer to a person’s occupation,
or a machine that cleans streets. Street sweepers have been employed
in cities since sanitation and waste removal became a priority. A street-
sweeping person would use a broom and shovel to clean off litter,
animal waste and filth that accumulated on streets. Later, water hoses
were used to wash the streets. The occupation sweeping is vigorous
task that involves sweeping of assigned areas such as roads, foot paths,
parks, markets and open settlements the help of long-handled brooms
and wheelbarrows and deposition of waste in nearby community
dustbins. The waste awaiting collection is readily available to insects
and rodents and scavenging animals which are potential carriers of
enteric pathogens. It also transferred from any kind of household
container into sacks or directly into a pushcart which is often pushed
over rough unpaved or cobbled, inclined roads to collection sites. Then,
it is manually emptied into a bigger container having a volume of 8§ m3
or into are fuse truck. Workers are less protected in all efforts of refuse
collection. Neither pre-employment nor periodical medical checkups
are inaccessible to this group of workers.
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Methodology
Population

All women street sweepers who are working under swachh Bharath and Public Work Department
in Puducherry district.

Sample

There are two municipalities in puducherry city taken as sample. Pondicherry Municipality
and Ozhuvarkarai Municipality. Each municipalities considered to be a cluster and one cluster i.e.,
Ozhuvarkarai municipality is selected by using Simple Random Sampling, Lottery Method. There
are 92 women workers working in Ozhuvarkarai municipality cluster. Data has been collected from
all the units (workers) in this cluster.
Sample Size:92

Data Collection
Primary data method: A questionnaire which is consisting of 30 questions constructed relating
to the life style of women street sweepers is constructed and is validated through the pilot study.

Objectives

» The following objectives are used in this project:

» To find the age distribution of women street sweepers.

* To find the reason behind the choice of occupation.

* To find the familial and marital status of street sweepers.

* To find out their emotional and physical response during the job.
» To find out the relationship between the workers and the public.
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Summary and Conclusion

A statistical study on the occupational related problem of women street sweepers in Puducherry
was carried out from women street sweepers, the study was carried out and many of the findings are
very interesting and more information. Our study reveals that, out of 92 women, 14.1% of women
within the age <40, 40.2% women within the age group of 40-50, 40.2% of women within the
age group of 50-60, 5.4% of women within the age group of >60. So we conclude that maximum
number of women workers within the age group 40-50 and 50-60. Our study reveals that, Out
of 92 women, 58.7% of women are married and 41.3% of women are widow. 42.4% of women
working for food, 19.6% due to desertion by the children and 38% of women working for to take
care of their family. So we conclude that the maximum number of women workers are married,
even though they working for food, desertion by the children and to take of their family. Our study
reveals that, out of 92 women, 60.9% of women workers treated friendly by the public, 21.7% not
response the street sweepers and 17.4% irritate the street sweepers.

References

1. Sabde Yogesh D, Sanjay P Zodpey (2018). “Respiratory Morbidity among Street Sweepers
Working at Hanumannagar Zone of Nagpur Municipal Corporation, Maharashtra”, Indian
Journal of Public Health Vol.52 No.3 July - September, 2008

2. Pradeep S Salve, Praveen Chokhandre “Assessing the exposure of street sweeping and potential
risk factors for developing musculoskeletal disorders and related disabilities: a cross-sectional
study” BMJ, Open 2016;6:¢012354.doi:10.1136/bmjopen-2016- 012354,

3. Jayakrishnan T, Jeeja M, Bhaskar R. Occupational health problems of municipal solid waste
management workers in India. Int J Environ Health Eng 2013;2:42.

224 https://www.shanlaxjournals.com



DIALOGUES FROM THE GLOBAL SOUTH: INTERSECTIONS OF KNOWLEDGE AND CULTURE

4.

5.

Norman ID, Kretchy JP, Brandford E. Neck, wrist and back pain among solid waste collectors:
case study of a Ghanaian waste management company. Open Public Health J 2013;6:59-66.
Singh S, Chokhandre P. Assessing the impact of waste picking on musculoskeletal disorders
among waste pickers in Mumbai, India: a cross-sectional study. BMJ Open 2015;5:¢008474.
Phonrat B, Pongpaew P, Tungtrongchitr R, et al. Risk factors for chronic diseases among road
sweepers in Bangkok. Southeast Asian J Trop Med Public Health 1997;28:36-45.

225

https://www.shanlaxjournals.com



