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Abstract
Globalization refers to the interconnectedness and interdependence of nations, economies, cultures, 
and societies worldwide. It is a multifaceted phenomenon driven by advances in technology, 
communication, transportation, and trade. Cultural identity usually refers to an individual’s sense 
of belonging towards a particular culture including shared traditions, beliefs, values, customs, 
language, and heritage. It shapes individuals’ understanding of who they are and where they 
come from, influencing their behaviors, attitudes, and interactions with others. Understanding and 
respecting cultural identity is essential for promoting diversity, inclusion, and mutual understanding 
in multicultural societies. Embracing cultural differences and fostering dialogue and exchange 
among diverse communities can contribute to building more inclusive and harmonious societies 
that celebrate the richness and complexity of human cultural heritage. The Airavatesvara Temple is 
indeed a remarkable monument located in Darasuram, a village near Kumbakonam in the state of 
Tamil Nadu, India. It is one of the UNESCO World Heritage Sites and forms a part of the Greatest 
Live Chola Temples, along with the Brihadeeswarar Temple in Thanjavur and the Gangaikonda 
Cholapuram Temple. Built by Rajaraja Chola II in the 12th century CE, the Airavatesvara Temple 
is dedicated to Lord Shiva and showcases the brilliant architecture and intricate carvings typical 
of Chola dynasty temples. The temple is celebrated for its spectacular vimana (tower) and intricate 
sculptures that adorn its walls and pillars. This research study is part of the ICSSR Minor Research 
Project 2022-23 on Identification and Appreciation of Lesser-known Historical Monuments that 
Promote Tourism, History, Heritage and Economy with Special Reference to Tamil Nadu. This 
research study on the Airavateshwar Temple at Darasuram a lesser - known historical monuments 
- An architectural marvel promoting Globalisation and cultural Identitywill focus on the history, 
geography and architecture of the Airavateshwara Temple. It will also give details of how this 
lesser-known historical monument can promote, tourism, history, heritage and economy in Tamil 
Nadu as well as globalisation and its cultural.
Keyword: Airavateshwara Temple, Lesser – Known, Historical Monument, Globalaisation, 
Cultural Identity

Introduction
 Culture enables the people to understand each other better, and when we 
understand one another better through souls. It has always been easier to 
overcome several economic as well as apolitical barriers. Basically,they need 
to understand that neighbour are, in the end, encounter similar problems and 
questions. 

- Paulo Coelho
 Globalisation can be understood as the interconnectedness and interdependence  
of nations, economies, cultures, and societies worldwide. It is a multifaceted 
phenomenon driven by advances in technology, communication, transportation, 
and trade. The concept of cultural identity mostly refers to an individual’s 
belonging to a particular group, including shared traditions, beliefs, values, 
customs, language, and heritage. It shapes individuals’ understanding of who
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they are and where they come from, influencing their 
behaviours, attitudes, and interactions with others. 
Understanding and respecting cultural identity is 
essential for promoting diversity, inclusion, and 
mutual understanding in multicultural societies. 
Embracing cultural differences and fostering 
dialogue and exchange among diverse communities 
can contribute to building more inclusive and 
harmonious societies that celebrate the richness and 
complexity of human cultural heritage.
 Temples are historical monuments that are a 
cultural embellishment and promote tourism and 
globalisation. Most tourist attractions are religious 
structures that facilitate both spiritual and holiday 
needs. The Airavatesvara Temple is indeed a 
remarkable monument located in Darasuram, a 
village near Kumbakonam in the state of Tamil Nadu, 
India. It is one of the UNESCO World Heritage 
Sites and forms a part of the Greatest Live Chola 
Temples, similar to the Brihadeeswarar Temple 
in Thanjavur and the Gangaikonda Cholapuram 
Temple. This temple was magnificently constructed 
by Rajaraja Chola II as early as the 12th century CE. 
This Airavatesvara Temple has been dedicated to 
the God of destruction, Lord Shiva and showcases 
the brilliant architecture and intricate carvings 
typical of Chola dynasty temples. The temple has 
been considered significant for its splendid vimana 
(tower) and intricate sculptures that adorn its walls 
and pillars.

Objective of the Study
 This research study is part of the ICSSR 
Minor Research Project 2022-23 on Identification 
and Appreciation of Lesser-known Historical 
Monuments that Promote Tourism, History, Heritage 
and Economy with Special Reference to Tamil Nadu. 
This research study on the Airavateshwar Temple at 
Darasuram a lesser - known historical monuments - 
An architectural marvel promoting Globalisation and 
cultural Identitywill focus on the history, geography 
and architecture of the Airavateshwara Temple. 
It will also give details of how this lesser-known 
historical monument can promote, tourism, history, 
heritage and economy in Tamil Nadu and well as 
globalisation and its cultural.

The Airavteswara Temple
 The temple’s name is derived from the mythical 
white elephant, Airavata, which is said to have 
worshipped Lord Shiva at this site. The temple 
complex features several shrines, mandapas (halls), 
and intricate carvings depicting scenes from Hindu 
mythology, daily life, and celestial beings. The 
Airavatesvara Temple serves as a testament to the 
intricate and elaborate architectural as well as the 
artistic excellence of the Chola dynasty, which was 
known for its patronage of temple construction and 
the promotion of Dravidian architecture in southern 
India. Before getting in to the depth of the history 
and culture related to the temple it is essential to 
understand globalisation and how the historical 
monuments in the form of temples promote the same.

Globalization 
 It is a multifaceted phenomenon driven 
by advances in technology, communication, 
transportation, and trade. Economic Globalization 
has been considered as an aspect that involves the 
rising integration of several national economies 
through trade, investment, and capital flows. 
Economic globalization has led to the emergence 
of global markets, supply chains, and multinational 
corporations that operate across borders. Apart from 
this Trade Liberalization in the process of 
Globalization has facilitated the expansion of 
international trade through the reduction of trade 
barriers such as tariffs, quotas, and restrictions. 
Organizations like the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) play a crucial role in promoting free trade 
agreements and resolving trade disputes. The concept 
of Financial globalization involves the integration of 
financial markets and institutions across countries. It 
has led to the free flow of capital, investments, and 
the development of complex financial products and 
services. However, it also poses challenges such as 
financial instability and contagion. Technological 
Advancements have enabled rapid development 
of technology, especially in information and 
communication technology (ICT), has accelerated 
globalization. Technologies like the internet, 
smartphones, and social media have facilitated 
communication, collaboration, and the exchange of 
information on a global scale. The promotion and 
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practice of Cultural Globalization has led to the 
spread of ideas, values, beliefs, and cultural practices 
across borders. It has resulted in the homogenization 
of cultures in some aspects while also promoting 
cultural diversity and hybridization.
 The Migration and Mobility in globalization 
has also facilitated the movement of people across 
borders for work, education, tourism, and other 
purposes. Migration has both positive and negative 
impacts on sending and receiving countries, including 
cultural exchange, labor market dynamics, and social 
integration. Apart from this the environmental impacts 
that are influencing globalization including increased 
resource consumption, pollution, deforestation, 
and climate change. Environmental issues often 
transcend national boundaries and require global 
cooperation and coordination to address effectively. 
Thus on an overall basis globalization has led to 
increased interconnectedness and interdependence 
among nations, shaping various aspects of politics, 
economics, culture, and society. While it has brought 
numerous benefits such as economic growth, 
technological innovation, and cultural exchange, it 
also poses challenges such as inequality, cultural 
homogenization, and environmental degradation that 
require collective action and cooperation at the global 
level. Just like how understanding globalisation 
is essential it is quite important to understand the 
cultural identity embellished by the Airavateshwara 
Temple at Darasuram. This will not only promote 
the identification but also facilitate the appreciation 
of the lesser-known Historical monuments in  
Tamil Nadu.

Cultural Identity 
 Cultural identity shapes individuals’ 
understanding of who they are and where they 
come from, influencing their behaviours, attitudes, 
and interactions with others. The roots and heritage 
are determined bycultural identity that most often 
originates from one’s family background, ethnicity, 
nationality, and ancestral heritage. It encompasses 
the traditions, rituals, and customs passed down 
through generations, providing individuals with a 
sense of continuity and belonging. The aspects of 
Language and Communication also play a crucial 
role in shaping the cultural identity. These serve as 

a medium for expressing thoughts, emotions, and 
cultural nuances, as well as for preserving cultural 
heritage and identity. Bilingualism and the concept 
of multilingualism are most common features of 
many cultures, reflecting diverse linguistic traditions 
and identities.
 Cultural identity is closely linked to shared values, 
beliefs, and world views that guide individuals’ 
behaviors, relationships, and decision-making 
processes. These may include religious beliefs, 
moral principles, social norms, and ethical standards 
that define a community’s collective identity 
and identity. Cultural identity is often expressed 
through various traditions, rituals, celebrations, and 
ceremonies that mark significant life events, seasons, 
or historical milestones. These cultural practices 
serve as symbolic expressions of identity, solidarity, 
and belonging within a community. Art, literature, 
music, dance, cuisine, and other forms of cultural 
expression play a vital role in shaping and preserving 
cultural identity. They serve as creative outlets for 
individuals to celebrate, explore, and transmit their 
cultural heritage and identity to future generations. 
Cultural identity is not static but dynamic, evolving 
over time through interactions with other cultures, 
globalization, migration, and social change. People 
may adapt, reinterpret, or synthesize elements of 
different cultures, leading to cultural hybridization 
and the emergence of new cultural identities.
 Cultural identity serves as an integral aspect of 
the individual identity formation, influencing how 
people perceive themselves and others, as well as 
their sense of belonging and acceptance within 
society. It can intersect with other aspects of identity, 
such as gender, sexuality, race, ethnicity, religion, 
and socioeconomic status, shaping complex and 
multifaceted identities. Understanding and respecting 
cultural identity is essential for promoting diversity, 
inclusion, and mutual understanding in multicultural 
societies. Embracing cultural differences and 
fostering dialogue and exchange among diverse 
communities can contribute to building more 
inclusive and harmonious societies that celebrate the 
richness and complexity of human cultural heritage. 
Now the history of the lesser-known historical 
monument when analysed will be analysed in order 
to better know how this magnificent temple after 
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several centuries is still remaining a lesser – known 
historical monument despite its cultural identity and 
aspects of globalisation through tourism.

History of the Temple
 The Airavatesvara Temple, located in Darasuram 
near Kumbakonam in the state of Tamil Nadu, India, 
is a renowned Hindu temple dedicated to Lord Shiva. 
This Airavatesvara Temple was built during the rule 
of Rajaraja Chola II (1146-1173 CE), a ruler of the 
Chola dynasty. It is believed to have been constructed 
around the 12th century CE. It was commissioned by 
Rajaraja Chola II, who was known for his patronage 
of art, architecture, and temple construction. The 
Chola dynasty was renowned for its contributions 
to Dravidian architecture, and the Airavatesvara 
Temple is a fine example of this architectural style. 
The temple’s name, Airavatesvara, is derived 
from the mythical white elephant, Airavata, which 
worshipped Shiva at this site. According to legend, 
Airavata was cured of a curse by bathing in the 
sacred tank of the temple, which is known as the 
“Airavatesvara Pushkarani.”

Architecture
 The Airavatesvara Temple showcases the 
exquisite craftsmanship and intricate carvings typical 
of Chola architecture. The temple complex features 
a central shrine (sanctum sanctorum) dedicated to 
Lord Shiva, along with various mandapas (halls), 
gopurams (entrance towers), and subsidiary shrines. 
The temple is renowned for its elaborate sculptures 
and complex carvings that depictscenes from the 
Hindu mythology, including gods, goddesses, 
celestial beings, and mythological narratives. 
The composite detailing and craftsmanship of the 
sculptures reflect the expertise and the artistic wisdom 
of Chola artisans. The Airavatesvara is designated 
as UNESCO World Heritage Sites in recognition of 
its cultural significance and architectural splendour. 
The temple continues to be an active religious site 
where devotees worship Lord Shiva and participate 
in various religious rituals and festivals throughout 
the year.
 Like many other temples constructed during 
the period of the Cholas, the Airavatesvara Temple 
exemplifies the Dravidian style of architecture. 

This style is characterized by its pyramidal tower 
structures (vimanas), pillared halls (mandapas), and 
elaborate sculptures and carvings. The main structure 
of the temple is crowned by a towering vimana, which 
is intricately carved and adorned with sculptural 
details. The vimana rises majestically above the 
garbhagrihais embellished with decorative motifs and 
figurative sculptures. The temple complex features 
several mandapas or halls, including the Maha 
Mandapa, Ardha Mandapa, and Mukha Mandapa. 
These mandapas serve as spaces for religious rituals, 
ceremonies, and congregational gatherings. The 
pillars and ceilings of the mandapas are adorned 
with ornate carvings depicting mythological scenes, 
celestial beings, and intricate motifs.
 The entrance to the temple is marked by towering 
gopurams also known as the gateway towers 
adorned with sculptures and decorative elements. 
The gopurams serve as monumental gateways that 
symbolize the transition from the secular world 
to the sacred realm of the temple. One of the 
magnificent features of the Airavatesvara Temple are 
its exquisite sculptures and carvings, which adorn 
the walls, pillars, and ceilings of the temple complex. 
The sculptures depict various deities, celestial 
beings, mythological narratives, and scenes from 
Hindu epics such as the Ramayana and Mahabharata. 
One of the unique characteristic features of this 
Airavatesvara Temple is its Kalyana Mandapa, or 
the marriage hall, which is adorned with elaborately 
carved pillars depicting scenes from the divine 
marriage of Lord Shiva and Goddess Parvati. The 
temple premises also includes a sacred water tank 
known as the Airavatesvara Pushkarani, named after 
the mythical white elephant, Airavata. According to 
legend, the water of the tank is believed to possess 
healing properties. The overall architecture of the 
Airavatesvara Temple reflects the artistic expertise 
of the Cholas and promotes a cultural and religious 
legacy. The temple continues to be an important 
pilgrimage site and a revered cultural landmark 
in Tamil Nadu, India. The Airavatesvara Temple 
remains a significant pilgrimage destination and 
cultural landmark in Tamil Nadu, India.
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Promotion of Tourism, History, Heritage and 
Economy in Tamil Nadu And Globalisation and 
Cultural Identity
 The Airavatesvara Temple has been a 
representation of Dravidian temple architecture 
that has subtly promoted heritage, history, and 
tourism. The economy of Tamil Nadu would only be 
significantly impacted if it is widely recognised as an 
intriguing historical site. Even now, the Airavatesvara 
Temple is not as well-known as the Brihadeshwara 
Templea. The tourism sector will only benefit if 
dynamic initiatives and multifaceted approaches are 
implemented effectively, requiring the involvement 
of government agencies, local communities, 
enterprises, and other stakeholders. Promoting 
the Airavatesvara Temple can be accomplished 
by appropriate maintenance of this historically 
significant location and the encouragement of public-
private partnerships to finance conservation and 
restoration. The Airavatesvara Temple’s Dravidian 
temple architecture is a reflection of its little-known 
heritage, history, and tourism. Only if Tamil Nadu’s 
economy is generally acknowledged as a fascinating 
historical location will it be profoundly affected. Few 
people are even ignorant of name of the Airavatesvara 
Temple. Only with the efficient implementation of 
dynamic projects and multidimensional approaches 
which calls for the participation of government 
agencies, local communities, businesses, and other 
stakeholders will the tourist sector reap benefits. 
 Promoting Airavatesvara Temple can be achieved 
in two ways, first by ensuring proper maintenance 
of this historic landmark and by fostering public-
private partnerships to finance restoration and 
conservation. The government, as well as historical 
educational institutions and organisations, organise 
cultural events and festivals that display Tamil 
Nadu’s rich history, art, music, dance, and traditions. 
Highlighting the local crafts, artwork, and textiles is 
another way to promote the state’s cultural identity. 
For use in the curricula of schools, universities, 
and other institutions, educational programmes on 
a place’s history, culture, and heritage might be 
schematized. To ensure that visitors experience tours 
they won’t soon forget, the government may decide 
to invest in improving lodging, transit, and other 
services. Well-planned tourism circuits that connect 

multiple historical monuments and heritage sites and 
provide a comprehensive experience can be created. 
 Tamil Nadu’s lesser-known historical places can 
be promoted using digital platforms, blogs, tourism 
websites, and social media. The involvement of 
local communities in tourism activities and events, 
with a view to promote and preserve their historical 
monuments and legacy. A number of community-
based tourism initiatives that provide tourists with 
an up-close look at local customs and culture might 
be implemented in order to raise awareness of 
lesser-known historical landmarks. Simple events 
given by knowledgeable historians and interpreters, 
such as heritage walks and guided tours, can also 
provide insight into the significance and history of 
lesser-known historical sites and monuments. To 
enhance visitors’ experiences, smartphone apps 
and audio guides can also be made. It is possible 
to work together with international organisations 
and organisations in order Institutions might be 
established to promote intercultural comprehension 
as well as the awareness and admiration of Tamil 
Nadu’s lesser-known historical landmarks. Activities 
that are environmentally friendly and a focus on 
responsible and sustainable tourist practices that 
protect the environment could be taught. 
 Tourism agencies, both governmental and 
non-governmental, can organise targeted training 
programmes for the local population to enhance 
their skills in tourism-related tasks including tour 
guidance, hospitality, and handicraft production. The 
tourism and hospitality sectors would undoubtedly 
benefit from these, creating jobs and strengthening 
the local economy. Increased funding for local 
businesses, including restaurants, accommodation, 
and handicraft shops, can help create a sustainable 
tourism ecosystem by boosting the local economy. 
Promoting these lesser-known historical landmarks 
will undoubtedly come from come from collaboration 
with the travel industry, collaborating to create 
suitable trip packages with travel companies, 
tour operators, and lodging providers. Only by 
implementing a comprehensive plan that balances 
community engagement, education, preservation, 
and sustainable expansion would all of these goals be 
possible. Earnest attempts to use the state’s historical 
resources and rich cultural heritage will surely attract 
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tourists, stimulate the economy, and inculcate a 
feeling of pride in the state’s residents.

Conclusion
 India has a rich and varied history. India has 
a wide range of travel-and tourism resources. 
Historical monuments are pricey tourist destinations. 
The Indian subcontinent is home to numerous 
historical monuments of all shapes and sizes. The 
irony is that many of them are still unknown in spite 
of their advantageous positions, important historical 
backgrounds, and exquisite architectural styles. The 
Airavatesvara Temple has been a historic monument 
that is yet to be located and explored. This lesser-
known historic site, which is located on the Tamil 
Nadu coast, quietly conceals its personified beauty. 
Supported by the ICSSR Minor Research Project, 
the aim of this study is to identify and appreciate 
lesser-known historical monuments that enhance 
tourism, history, and economy, with a focus on 
Tamil Nadu specifically, is to recognise, explore, and 
value this historical site. India’s past is replete with 
magnificent historical sites and the interconnected 
histories of significant Tamil Nadu places. These 
portrayals of the distinguished past, dynamic present, 
and promising future of our heritage are incredibly 
motivating.
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