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Feminine Presence in Sivaka 
Chintamani - Re-reading

Dr. S. Maragathamani
Head, Tamil Department, B. K. R Women’s College

Gobichettipalayam, Tamil Nadu, Chennai, India

Abstract - This is how our ancient Tamil literature shows us that life should be like 
this. Each piece of literature is written according to its own / author-based / period-
based / religious basis. In any case, the woman is seen as secondary. Why? When we 
put forward the question of how we should look like that, it is rather a matter of time. 
However, the reality is that the woman is marginalized. It is spread over epic, Sangam 
literature, Tolkappiyam, devotional literature, justice literature, modern literature. It is 
possible to propose some contradictions when it comes to subjecting literary works to 
re-reading. And we can identify another angle for the reader. Thus, this article can be 
seen as a discussion of some of the questions and interpretations that I, as an author, may 
encounter during the re-reading of the feminist Civakasinthamani.

Keywords: Tamil epics, Civakasinthamani, Devotional Literature, Justice Literature, 
Modern Literature, Sangam Literature, Gender Discrimination
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Œõß»õUì 
£ßÚõmkz uªÈ¯À B#ÂuÌ

£UP®

ö£so¯ Áõ]¨¤À ^ÁP ]¢uõ©o

•øÚÁº. \. ©µPu©o

uªÌz xøÓz uø»Áº, ¤. ÷P. Bº  ©PÎº PÀ¿›

÷Põ¤ö\mi£õøÍ¯®, uªÌ|õk

B#Äa ”¸UP®

uªÌ C»UQ¯® AÓU P¸xUPøÍU TÔÚõ¾® AvÀ £õ¼Ú¨ £õS£õk \õº¢u P¸zx ÷ÁÖ£õkPÒ 

ªSv¯õP EÒÍÚ. JÆöÁõ¸ C»UQ¯•® Ax \õº¢u/ B]›¯º \õº¢u / Põ»® \õº¢u /\©¯® 

\õº¢u GÚ H÷uÝ® JßøÓ¨ ¤ß£ØÔ GÊu¨£kQßÓÚ. Gøua \õº¢x £õº¨¤Ý® AvÀ ö£s 

Cµshõ®£m\©õP÷Á £õºUP¨£kQÓõÒ. Hß? A¨£i £õºUP ÷Ásk® GßÓ ÷PÒÂ°øÚ •ß 

øÁUQßÓö£õÊx, Ax Põ»zuõÀ •Ø£mhx Gß£x £v»õP C¸UQÓx. G¨£i B°Ý® ö£s 

ÂÎ®¦ {ø»US øÁUP¨£mk C¸¢uõÀ Gß£÷u Esø©. C»UQ¯¨ £ÝÁÀPøÍ ©ÖÁõ]¨¦US 

Em£kzu¨£k®ö£õÊx Ax \õº¢u  •µsPøÍ •ßö©õÈ¯ •i²®.  ÷©¾® Áõ\PÝUS 

÷ÁöÓõ¸ uÍzøu²® Aøh¯õÍ¨£kzu •i²®.  AÆÁøP°À Põ¨¤¯ C»UQ¯©õÚ ^ÁP]¢uõ©o°øÚ¨ 

ö£s, ö£so¯® \õº¢u ©ÖÁõ]¨¦US Em£kzu¨£k®ö£õÊx ¦v¯ ÂÍUP[PøÍU PshÔ¯ 

•i²®.

•UQ¯a ö\õØPÒ: ^ÁP]¢uõ©o, £Uv C»UQ¯®, }v C»UQ¯®, |ÃÚ C»UQ¯®, \[P 

C»UQ¯®, £õ¼Ú¨ £õS£õk.

uªÌU Põ¨¤¯® 

 Põ¨¤¯©õÚx AÓ®, ö£õ¸Ò, Cß£®, 

Ãk÷£Ö GÝ® |õØö£õ¸Ò £ØÔ¯uõP  

GÊu¨£h @Ásk® Gß£x usi¯»[Põµ® 

TÖ® Põ¨¤¯ C»UPn®. Põ¨¤¯ 

AÓ[PÒ AøÚzx÷©, ußÛP›À»õu 

uø»ÁøÚ÷¯ ø©¯©õPU öPõskÒÍx. 

Põ¨¤¯UTÖPøÍz uø»Á÷Ú HØÖ 

|h¨£ÁÚõP÷Á Põm]¨£kzu¨£kQÓõß. 

CvÀ ö£so¯ ÷|õUS Gß£x Cß£zvÀ  

©mk÷© Á¸QÓx. AxÄ® AÁºPÎß  

AP ÁõÌÄ Bs ø©¯ {ø»ø¯a  _ØÔ÷¯ 

Aø©QÓx.

^ÁP]¢u©o°ß  Põ¨¤¯ AÓ•® 

ö£sø© ÃÌa]²®

 ^ÁPß Põ¢u¸Áuzøu, Sn©õø», 

£xø©, ÷P©\›, PÚP©õø», Â©ø», 

_µ©g\›, C»UPøn GÚ Gmk¨ 

ö£sPøÍ uß Cß£ ÁõÌUøPUS¨ 

£¯ß£kzvUöPõÒÁ÷u Põ¨¤¯ 

AÓ©õ#¨ £õºUP¨£kQÓx.

 ^ÁPß uß ö\ÀÁõUøP¨ ö£¸UQU 

öPõÒÍÄ® £øh£»zøu Â›ÁõUPU P¸v²®

JÆöÁõ¸ PõµnzvØS (Ãøn¨÷£õmi°À 

öÁßÖ Põ¢u¸Áuzøu, _sn¨ö£õiz 

÷uºÂÀ Sn©õø»ø¯, Âh® «mk 

£xø©¯õøµ, uhªzuß öPõkUP 

PÚP©õø»ø¯, £sh[PøÍ ÂØÖ 

Â©ø»ø¯, •xø©U÷Põ»® Põmi  

_µ©g\›ø¯) Gmk¨ ö£sPøÍ ©nUQÓõß.    

GÚ÷Á uõß, ¡À B]›¯÷µ ^ÁPÝUS 

 “Põ©v»P®” GÚ¨£mh®   ̀ mi²ÒÍõº.
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Bsø©¯ Aµ]¯À

 Gmk¨ ö£sPÐ® uß PnÁº (^ÁPß) 

©ØöÓõ¸ ö£søn ©n¢uõß/©n¨£õß 

Gß£x AÔ¯©õ÷»÷¯ v¸©n® ö\#x

öPõÒQßÓÚº. ö£sPÒ ÷£õP¨ ö£õ¸ÍõP

©mk÷© {øÚUP¨£mhÚµõ? AÀ»x  

A¨£i¯õÚ  \•P¨ ¤ßno°À  CUPõ¨¤¯®  

C¯ØÓ¨£mhuõ? GßÖ Gsnz 

÷uõßÖQÓx. Gmk¨ ö£sPÐUS® 

{ªh¨ö£õÊvÀ Põu¾®, Põ©•®, 

v¸©n•®  {PÌ¢x  ÂkQßÓÚ.  Cx-

uõß Põ¨¤¯® GkzxøµUS® ö£s 

{ø»¯õ? C[S¨ ö£sPÐUPõÚ ÁõÌÄ 

Gß£x GuøÚUöPõsk ¦Ûu©õP÷Áõ 

AÀ»x PØö£õÊUP©õP÷Áõ Põmh¨£kQÓx. 

Põ¨¤¯® GßÓ ÁiÁ® BsPÐUS E›¯ 

£øh¨¦ ÁiÁ©õP÷Á ö£¸®£õ¾® 

uªÈÀ ÂÍ[P¨£kÁx öu›¯ Á¸QßÓx. 

Põ¨¤¯ öÁÎ Gß£x ö£sPÐUS 

vÓUPõu C¸®¦U PuÁõP÷Á 

Aø©¢x Âmhøu Enµ •iQÓx. 

(•øÚÁº •.£ÇÛ¯¨£ß,ö£so¯ 

Áõ]¨¤À ©o÷©Pø», puthuthinnai.com/
p=7534). CuØSa \õßÓõP Cµmøh 

Põ¨¤¯[PÒ Cµsk® Bs ö\õÀ» 

Bs ÷PmS® ußø©°À ö\#¯¨£mhøÁ

GßÓõÀ, ^ÁP]¢uõ©o v¸uUP÷uÁº 

GßÓ BnõÀ GÊu¨£mhuõ BS®.

£µzuø© JÊUP®

 “J¸ÁÝUS J¸zv” Gß£÷u  

uªÇº ©µ¦ GßÖ Põ»®Põ»©õPa  

ö\õÀ»¨£mhõ¾® CøÁ AøÚzx® 

J¸ ÁÈ¨£õøu°÷»÷¯ £¯oUQÓx. 

PØ¤À BqUS® ö£sqUS® £» 

£õS£õkPÒ {»ÄQßÓÚ.

 Bs £µzøu°h® ö\ÀÁx J¸ 

JÊUP©õP¨ £õºUP¨£mhx. JÊUP® 

Gß£x C[S  Bs ø©¯ ö©õÈ¯õÀ 

ö£õ¸÷Í ©õÖ£mk ÂkQÓx.  £µzuø© 

Gß£÷u  JÊUP©õQÂmh, `ÇÀ 

uõß {»ÄQÓx. £µzußø© Gß£÷u 

uÁÖ, ¤ÓS G¨£i Ax JÊUPzvß 

£õØ£k® Gß£x •µnõÚ Esø©. 

Ax ©mk©À»õ©À GÀ÷»õµõ¾® 

£µzuø© JÊUP® HØÖU öPõÒÍ¨£h 

÷Ási¯uõP £Ç¢uªÌ C»UQ¯  

B]›¯ºPÍõÀ •ß ö©õÈ¯¨£mkÒÍx. 

“£µzuø© JÊUP®” GßÓ ö\õÀ 

G¢uÂu©õÚ EÖzu÷» CÀ»õ©À 

Ea\›UP¨£kQÓx  GÛÀ  A[S  Bs  

ö©õÈ°ß  Ã›¯zøu EØÖ ÷|õUP 

÷Ásk®. CvÀ ö£s ©Ú®, HUP®, 

Á¸zu®, Á¼ GÚa \P»•® AÈ¢x  ÷£õ°Ú. 

^ÁP ]¢uõ©o°ß |õ¯Pß ̂ ÁPÝ® Cx 

÷£õßÓ JÊUPa ö\¯¼À (£µzußø© 

JÊUP®) Dk£mk C¸¨¤Ý® Axuõß 

Põ¨¤¯  |õ¯PÛß  ö£¸ø©¯õP  HØÖU 

öPõÒÍ¨£kQÓx.

 

ö£sö©õÈ & ö©ÍÚ ö©õÈ

 Bs £øh¨¦ ÁÈ¯õP öÁÎ¨£mh 

^ÁP]¢uõ©o°À Á¸® ö£s 

Pøu©õ¢uºPøÍ²® AÁºPÐøh¯  

]UPÀPøÍ²® AuØPõÚ ÷uhÀPøÍ²® 

ÂÁõvUP÷Ásk®. A¨£i ÂÁõvUS® 

ö£õÊx  Ax ö©ÍÚ ö©õÈ¯õP÷Á  

öPõÒÍ •iQÓx. Gmk¨ ö£sPøÍ²® ^ÁPß  

v¸©n® ö\#²® ö£õÊx®, AÁºPøÍ 

JßÔøÚ¢x Gmk ö£sPøÍ A[QP›zx 

Aµs©øn°À ©QÌa]¯õÚ AµŒõm] 

ö\#QÓõß ^ÁPß.  uß PnÁß ußøÚ 

©mk÷© ©nUPÂÀø» Gß£x öu›¢x 

C¸¨¤Ý® A¨ö£sPÒ  ©Ö¨÷£x® 

ö\õÀ»õ©À ̂ ÁPøÚ Án[Q ©QÌQßÓÚº. 

C[Sz v¸zuUP÷uÁº GßÓ Bs ö©õÈ°ß, 

Ã›¯® ªS¢xÒÍøu AÔ¯•i²®. 

Gmk¨ ö£sPÎÀ J¸ ö£s ThÁõ? 

©Ö¨÷£x® ö\õÀ»õ©À C¸¨£õÒ. AÀ»x

©Ö¨÷£x® ö\õÀ»õ©À uß PnÁß 

¯õøµ ©n¢uõ¾® GzuøÚ ö£sPøÍ 

A¢u¨¦µzx  |õ¯Q¯õP øÁzv¸¢uõ¾®   
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Œõß»õUì 
£ßÚõmkz uªÈ¯À B#ÂuÌ

£UP®

AÁß Aµ\ß/Bs. G¨£i ö£snõQ¯ 

|õß CuØS ©Ö¨¦ öu›ÂUP •i²®? 

GßÓ ö£s ö©õÈ, ö©ÍÚ ö©õÈ¯õP  

C»UQ¯® ö|kQ¾® £vÁõQ²ÒÍx. 

GÊu¨ö£ØÓ £søh¯ C»UQ¯zvÀ Bs  

\õº¢u   P¸zxUP÷Í  AvP®   C¸US® 

Gß£x  EÖv. ]»  Bs £øh¨£õÍºPÒ  

Bs£õÀ \õº¢u Aµ]¯ø» öÁÎ¨£kzu 

•øÚQßÓÚº.  BnõvUP Aµ]¯ø»z 

öuÎÁõP öÁÎ¨£kzuõ©À ö£õxø©¨£kzv 

öÁÎ°kÁx Bs  \õº¤ØS  AÁºPøÍ 

Cmka ö\ßÖ ÂhUTk®. (•øÚÁº 

•.£ÇÛ¯¨£ß, ö£so¯ Áõ]¨¤À 

©o÷©Pø».) ^ÁP]¢uõ©o°À 

v¸zuUP÷uÁº uß Bs£õÀ \õº¢u 

BvUPzøuzuõß Põ¨¤¯zv¾® £vÄ 

ö\#xÒÍõº.

 C[S Bsö©õÈ Ã›¯® öPõsk®, 

ö£sö©õÈ ö©ÍÚ® öPõsk EÒÍx. 

J¸ £øh¨¤ß Esø©zußø© Gß£x  

Ax GÀ»õÂu©õÚ ÷Põnzv¾® \›Áµ¨ 

ö£õ¸¢v C¸zuÀ ÷Ásk®. BÚõÀ 

^ÁP ]¢uõ©o°À Ax÷£õßÓ ö£õx-

ußø©ø¯U Põn C¯»õx. \‰P®, Aµ]¯À, 

£s£õk, £ÇUPÁÇUP®  GÚ¨ £»ÁõÓõÚ  

uÍ[PÎÀ £¯n® ö\#uõ¾® Ax  

ö£sniø© GßÓ J÷µ ø©¯zøu÷¯ |Pºzva 

ö\ÀQÓx.  ^ÁP]¢uõ©o SÔ¨¤mka 

ö\õÀ¾® ÷|õUP©õPU RÌPõq®  

£vÄPøÍ  •ßøÁUP»õ®.

1.  ^ÁPß Gmk¨ ö£sPøÍz v¸©n® 

ö\#ÁuØPõÚ Põµn Põ›¯® 

ÂÍ[PÂÀø».

2.  ö£s Pøu©õ¢uºPÒ Á¾ÁØÓÁºPÍõP÷Á 

Põm]¨£kzv²ÒÍÚº.

3.  ^ÁP]¢uõ©o Põ¨¤¯® ^ÁPÛß 

Põuø»²®, ö\ÀÁzøu²® CÖv°À 

xÓøÁ²÷© ÷£_QÓx. Aøu÷¯ 

•UQ¯a \õµ©õPÄ® öPõskÒÍx. 

Cx Bsø©¯a \õº¦ Põ¨¤¯©õS®.

4.  ö£s, ©øÚÂ GßÓ £¢uzvß ‰»÷© 

¦Ûu©õUP¨£kQÓõÒ Gß£øu²® 

Ax÷Á AÁºPÐUPõÚ ÁõÌÄ GßÓ 

Bs ø©¯U ÷Põm£õkPøÍ²®   

BÇ©õP¨ £vÄ  ö\#xÒÍx.

5.  Gmk¨ ö£sPøÍ ©n¢x 

AÁºPÐUS uõ#ø©¨ ÷£Ö öPõkzx-

Âmk CÖv°À xÓÁÓ® GßÖ Pøu 

•iQÓx. A[S ö£sPÎß ©ÚÁ¼, 

Pøu, HUP® GßÖ ö£s AÓ® \õº¢u 

G¢uöÁõ¸ ÷PÒÂUS® £vÀ CÀø». 

ö£s \õº¢u ö©õÈ°øÚ¨ ÷£\Âhõ©À  

ö\#Áxuõß  PØ£õ?

6.  ö£s ö©ÍÚ® Põzx {Ø£xuõß 

uªÇº ©µ£õPU öPõÒÍ ÷Ásk©õ?

7.  ^ÁPß GßÓ Pøu°ß |õ¯Pß GuØS® 

£vÀ CÀ»õ©À Pøu°ß xÁUP® 

•uÀ CÖvÁøµ uß _¯ Â¸¨£zvØS 

•UQ¯zxÁ® u¸£ÁÚõP÷Á  EÒÍõß.

8.  B]›¯º ̂ ÁPøÚ²® \©nzøu²÷© 

÷©÷»õ[QU Põm]¨ £kzv²ÒÍõº.

9.  Põ¨¤¯zvÀ ö£s Põk, ©ø»,  

÷\õø», ÁõÚ® ÷£õ» ÷ÁÖ GxÄ® 

CÀø».

 \©nºPÐUS AP® £ØÔ (CÀ»Ó Cß£®) 

GxÄ® öu›¯õx GßÖ Áõvh, AuøÚ¨ 

ö£õ#¯õUS®Âu©õPz v¸zuUP÷uÁµõÀ 

^ÁP]¢uõ©o GÊu¨£mhx GßöÓõ¸ 

P¸zx® {»ÄQÓx. CÀ»Ó 

Cß£zvØS® ö£s EhÀ ÁºnøÚUS®, 

Põ©zvØS® •UQ¯zxÁ® öPõkzu 

B]›¯º ö£soß APEnºÄPÐUS  

•ßÝ›øÚ uµõ©À Bs ø©¯ 

@|õUQÀ Põ¨¤¯zøu¨  £øhzxÒÍõº. 

xøn ¡À£mi¯À

B]›¯º hõUhº µõ. ^ÛÁõ\ß. 1991. 

^ÁP ]¢uõ©o (Eøµ|øh).


