
http://www.shanlaxjournals.com 29£UP®

Shanlax

International Journal of Tamil Research

   

Interrogative Particle “Aekaaram” and  
Emphatic Particle “Aekaaram”

G. Sakthivel 
Ph.D. Research Scholar, Sangappalagai for Tamil Development

University of Madras, Chennai
 https://orcid.org/0009-0002-7727-7174

Dr. K. Sankara Narayanan
Assistant Professor & Head of the Department

Sangappalagai for Tamil Development, University of Madras, Chennai
 https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6260-8164 

Abstract
Letters that have a prolonged sound are called long vowel letters or elongated letters. 
These letters are aa, ee, oo, ae, ai, no, and au. What is special about this is that according 
to Tholkappiyar’s reference, the long letter ‘Ae’ has a unique characteristic. The letter 
‘ae’ is noted by Tholkappiyar and other grammarians as standing as an interrogative 
letter, conveying the meaning of a question. Tholkappiyar also states that the letter ‘Ae’ 
is used as a conjunction. Further, he specifies that the elongated form expresses meaning 

even as a word. This article explores in detail the ways in which the letter ‘Ae’ is used.
Keywords: Akaram, Long Soung Vowvels, Tolkappiyam, Tamil Kappu Iyam, Interjection, 

Adjective, Monosyllabic, Assurance
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Œõß»õUì 
£ßÚõmkz uªÈ¯À B#ÂuÌ

£UP®

Cøhaö\õÀ HPõµ•® E›aö\õÀ HPõµ•®

P. \Uv÷ÁÀ

•øÚÁº £mh B#ÁõÍº

uªÌ ÷©®£õmka \[P¨£»øP

ö\ßøÚ¨ £ÀPø»UPÇP®, ö\ßøÚ

•øÚÁº Q. \[Pµ |õµõ¯nß

EuÂ¨ ÷£µõ]›¯º ©ØÖ® xøÓzuø»Áº

uªÌ ÷©®£õmka \[P¨£»øP

ö\ßøÚ¨ £ÀPø»UPÇP®, ö\ßøÚ

B#Äa_¸UP®

}sk J¼US® ußø© öPõsh GÊzxPøÍ ö|möhÊzxPÒ AÀ»x ö|iÀ GÊzxPÒ 

GßÖ AøÇUQßÓÚº. AÆöÁÊzxPÒ B, D, F, H, I, K, JÍ Gß£ÚÁõS®. CvÀ ]Ó¨¦ 

GßÚöÁÛÀ öuõÀPõ¨¤¯º _mku¼ß£i H&GßÝ® ö|iÀ GÊzx uÛzußø© Áõ#¢u÷u. H 

GßÝ® ö|iÀ GÊzx ÂÚõ GÊzuõP {ßÖ ÂÚõ¨ ö£õ¸øÍ EnºzxÁuõPz öuõÀPõ¨¤¯¸® 

©ØÓ C»UPoPÐ® _mkQßÓÚº. A÷u H&GßÝ® GÊzx Cøhaö\õÀ»õPÄ® £°ÀQÓx 

GßQÓõº öuõÀPõ¨¤¯º. ÷©¾® HPõµ® E›aö\õÀ»õ# {ßÖ® ö£õ¸Ò EnºzxÁuõ#U  

SÔ¨¤mi¸UQÓõº. H&GßÝ® GÊzx £¯ß£kzu¨£kQßÓ £õ[QøÚ CUPmkøµ Â›ÁõP 

B#QßÓx.

vÓÄaö\õØPÒ: HPõµ®, ö|iÀ, öuõÀPõ¨¤¯®, uªÌ Põ¨¦ C¯®, Cøhaö\õÀ, E›aö\õÀ, 

KöµÊzx J¸ö©õÈ, ÷uØÓ®.

•ßÝøµ

	 öuõÀPõ¨¤¯º C»UPn® Ai¨ 

£øh°À ö\õØPøÍ¨ ö£¯ºaö\õÀ, 

ÂøÚaö\õÀ, Cøhaö\õÀ, E›aö\õÀ 

GßÓ |õßS ÁøPUSÒ AhUSÁº. 

GÊzxUPÒ Th ö\õÀ»õP»õ® Gß£º 

C»UPn® ÁSz÷uõº. AÆÁøP°À 

GÊzxPÒ GÆÁøP°À Ah[S® 

Gß£øu HPõµ® ÁÈ PshÔ÷Áõ®.

GÊzxUPÒ

	 öuõÀPõ¨¤¯º APµ® •uÀ ÚPµ® 

Áøµ öPõsh GÊzxPøÍ •uÀ 

GÊzxPÒ GßÖ •uÀ ¡Ø£õÁõPU TÔ 

öuõh[SQÓõº. AÆ •uö»ÊzxPÒ 

E°¸® ö©#²® ÷\º¢ux GßQßÓõº.

GÊzöuÚ¨ £k£ 

APµ•uÀ ÚPµ CÖÁõ# 

•¨£Löuß£ 

\õº¢xÁµÀ ©µ¤ß ‰ßÓ»[ Pøh÷¯

	 & (öuõÀ. GÊzx. 01)

E°º GÊzxPøÍU SÔÀ ©ØÖ® ö|iÀ 

GßÓ C¸ÁøPÎÀ AhUSQßÓÚº, 

C»UPn ¡»õ]›¯ºPÒ.

AÁØÖÒ,

A C E G JUSÔ ø»¢÷u

B D F H I K JÍ ö|iÀ 	 	

	 	 	 & (|ß. 8&9)  
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	 öuõÀPõ¨¤¯º, ö|iÀ GÊzxUPøÍ²®, 

AÁØÔß ©õzvøµ AÍÄPøÍ²®  

_miUPõmkQÓõº. Azxhß GPµ, JPµ 

GÊzxPÎÀ SÔÀ, ö|iÀ ÷ÁÖ£õk 

Põmih SÔÀ GÊzxUPÐUS GÊzxPÎß 

«x ö©#÷£õ»¨ ¦ÒÎ ö£Ö® GßÖ 

Auß ÁiÁzvØS ¡Ø£õ TÔ 

ÂÍUSQÓõº, öuõÀPõ¨¤¯º.

B D F H I

K JÍ GßÝ® A¨£õÀ HÊ®

DµÍ ¤ø\US® ö|möhÊz öuß£	

	 & (öuõÀ. GÊzx. 04)

H GßÝ® GÊzx

	 E°º GÊzx Á›ø\°À 8&Áx 

GÊzuõ# Aø©¢ux HPõµ©õS®. 

CÆöÁÊzx ªhÖ GßÝ® PÊzvÀ 

EshõS® PõØÓõÀ J¼US® 

GßQßÓõº, öuõÀPõ¨¤¯º. Áõ# 

vÓzu»õQ¯ A[Põzu»õÀ, ÷©Ø£À¼ß 

Aiø¯, |õÂÚx AiÂÎ®¦ ö\ßÖ 

ö£õ¸¢u HPõµ® ¤ÓUQÓx.

C D G H I A[ Põ¨÷£õk

As£À •uÀ|õ ÂÎ®¦Ó Á¸÷©	

	 	 (|ß. GÊzx. 77)

HPõµ® ö©# GÊzxPÐhß Cøn¢x 

“@’’ & GßÝ® CµmøhU öPõ®¦ 

SÔ²hß £¯ß£kzxQ÷Óõ®.

ÂÚõ GÊzxPÒ

	 ÂÚõ GÊzxPøÍz öuõÀPõ¨¤¯º 

©ØÖ® £Án¢v •ÛÁº AÁµÁº Põ»z-

vØS HØ£, öuõÀPõ¨¤¯º Põ»zvÀ 

B, H, K GÚ ‰ßÓõPÄ®, £Án¢v 

•ÛÁº Põ»zvÀ B, ¯õ, G, H, K GÚ 

I¢uõPÄ® TÔ²ÒÍÚº. ¤ßÚº Á¸® 

C»UPn B]›¯ºPÐ® AÆÁsn÷© 

EøµUQßÓÚº. öuõÀPõ¨¤¯zvØS 

EøµÁSzu CÍ®§µn÷µ GPõµ•®, 

¯Pµ BPõµ•® ÂÚõ¨ ö£Öö©ÚU 

öPõÒP GßÖøµUQÓõº.

	 ö\õÀ ÷|õUQÀ £õºzuõÀ _mk® 

ÂÚõÄ® Cøhaö\õØPÍõ# Aø©QßÓx.

HPõµ•® KPõµ•® ¤Óö£õ¸m 

SÔ¨¦UPÐ® Á¸uõ»õÀ Cøh°¯¼À 

¡Ø£õUPÒ Aø©zxÒÍÚº, C»UPoPÒ. 

SÔÀPÒ _mhõu¾®, ö|iÀPÒ 

ÂÚõÁõu¾® C¯ØøP |¯•øh¯Ú 

GÚa ]Ó¨¦Ó ÂÍUSQÓõº, 

Á._£.©õoUPÚõº.

KöµÊzx J¸ö©õÈ¯õP HPõµ®

	 C[VÚ® ÷|õUS®PõÀ HPõµ® 

Gß£øu GÊzuõ# ÷|õUQÀ Ax 

ÂÚõÁõP¨ £õºUP»õ®. Ax÷Á AuøÚa 

ö\õØPÒ GßÓ ÷|õUQÀ £õºUS®÷£õx 

Ax Cøhaö\õÀ»õ# ©õÔ AÆÂhzvØS›¯ 

SÔ¨¦¨ ö£õ¸øÍ EnºzxQÓx. 

Euõµn©õP, H GßÓõÀ AuøÚ 

|ßÞ»õº KöµÊzx J¸ö©õÈ 

Ai¨£øh°À HÄuÀ, A®¦ GßÖ 

ö£õ¸ÐøµUQßÓõº. Cx÷Á ÷\¢uß 

vÁõµzvÀ, 

B D F H I K JÍ GßÖ® 

CÆ÷ÁöÇÊzx® HÈø\U Sµ÷» 

GßÖ APõµ\õuP® GßÓ Áhö©õÈUSa 

\õßÓõuÀ GßÖ ©õoUPÚõº u® 

Eøµ°À SÔ¨¤mkÒÍõº. 

Cøhaö\õÀ»õP HPõµ®

	 Cøhaö\õØPÒ Gß£x ö£¯øµ²® 

ÂøÚø¯²® \õº¢x Á¸® ö\õØPÒ 

GÚ»õ®. CÁØÔØS¨ ö£õ¸ÎøÚ 

EnºzxÁvÀø». ö£¸®£õ¾® ö£¯º 

©ØÖ® ÂøÚ°ß ö£õ¸ÎøÚ Enºzv 

{ØS®. Cx GÊ ÁøP¨£k®. AøÁ, 

\õ›ø¯, Põ»® Põmk® Cøh{ø»PÒ, 

÷ÁØÖø©²¸¦PÒ, Aø\{ø»PÒ, Cø\

{øÓPÒ, SÔ¨£õØ ö£õ¸Ò EnºzxÁÚ, 

EÁ© E¸¦PÒ ÷£õßÓøÁ. ]»ÁØÔøÚ 

GÊzx ÁiÂ¾® ]»ÁØÔøÚa ö\õÀ 

ÁiÂ¾® Av¾® Aaö\õÀ¼ß 
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ö£õ¸ÎøÚ ÷|õUQÚõÀ uõß Ax 

Cøhaö\õÀ»õ Gß£uøÚ AÔ¯ 

C¯¾®. ö\õÀ öPõsk ÷|õUS®÷£õx 

_mk® ÂÚõÄ® Auß SÔ¨¦¨ö£õ¸Ò 

Enºzx® ußø©¯õÀ Cøha  

ö\õØPÍõ# Aø©QßÓx. 

	 Av¾® |õ® Põq® HPõµ® BÚx 

KöµÊzx ÁiÁzøuU öPõshx. 

÷uØÓ® ¤›{ø» ÂÚõGs GßÓõ

Gvº©øÓ DØÓø\ Cø\{øÓ GßÓõ

AÆ÷ÁÌ ö£õ¸Î¾® Á¸÷© HPõµ® 	

	 & (uªÌU Põ¨¦ C¯®&372)

	 HPõµ® Cøhaö\õÀ»õ# {ßÖ 

÷uØÓ®, ÂÚõ, ¤›{ø», Gs, DØÓø\, 

Cø\{øÓ BQ¯ ö£õ¸øÍ Enºzv 

Á¸QÓx GßÓõº, öuõÀPõ¨¤¯º. 

uØPõ»zvÀ ÷uõßÔ¯ uªÌU Põ¨¦ 

C¯zvß B]›¯º ¦»Áº. «.Põ_©õ÷Úõ 

÷©¾® Gvº©øÓ GßÓ JßøÓ²® 

Cøn¢x TÔ²ÒÍõº. Põ» ÷ÁÖ£õkPÍõÀ 

C»UPn[PÎÀ ©õØÓ[PÒ ÷uõßÔ¯ 

Ásn® EÒÍx. 

HPõµ Cøhaö\õÀ Euõµn[PÒ

1.	 	÷uØÓ® & Es÷h ©Öø©

2.	 	¤›{ø» & AÁ¸Ò CÁ÷Ú PÒÁß

3.	 	ÂÚõ & }÷¯ öPõshõ#

4.	 	Gs & {»÷© }÷µ w÷¯ ÁÎ÷¯

5.	 	Gvº©øÓ & ¯õ÷Ú öPõs÷hß

6.	 	DØÓø\ & GßÖ® Hzvz öuõÊöÁõ® 

¯õ÷©

7.	 	Cø\{øÓ & HG CLöuõzuß

	 HPõµ® GßÝ® GÊzx ö©#ö¯Êzx 

÷\º¢x C[SU Põn¨£mhõ¾® ÷© 

Gß£vÀ ®+H GßÓ E¸Á® uõß A[S¨ 

£°ßÖÒÍx. 

÷uØÓ®

	 ÷uØÓ® Gß£uØS AÊzu©õPa  

ö\õÀÁx GßÖ ö£õ¸Ò. Esk ©Öø© 

GßÖ TÖÁuØS® Es÷h ©Öø© GßÖ 

Eøµ¨£uØS ]Ø]» Âzv¯õ\[PÒ 

EÒÍx. Es÷h GßÖ AÊzv TÖÁuõÀ 

©Öø© Esk Gß£x ¦»ÚõQÓx.

	 \õzuõß Á¢uõ÷Ú & Gß£vÀ \õzuõß 

Á¢uõß GßÖ TÓ •i²®. ö\õØPÒ 

`Ì{ø»ø¯¨ ö£õ¸zxa ]»ÁØÔØS 

AÊzu® öPõkzx Eøµ¨£uõÀ Ax 

A¢ua ö\õÀø» E¯ºzv EøµUQßÓx. 

\õzuõß Á¢uõ÷Ú GßÖ Eøµ¨£uõÀ 

\õzuõß Á¢uõß Gß£x Aaö\õÀ 

EøµUS® ChzvÀ EÒÍ AøÚÁ¸US® 

AÊzuøuU öPõkzx {ØQßÓx.

	 ÷uØÓ¨ ö£õ¸Îß HPõµ©õÚx 

uØPõ»zvÀ APµ©õ#z v›¢xÒÍøuU 

Põn•iQÓx. Euõµn©õP & AÁ÷Ú 

Á¢uõß GßÖ HPõµzvÀ ÁÇ[P¨£mk 

Á¢ux uØPõ»zvÀ AÁ(ß) Á¢uõß 

GßÖ® AÁ(ß) ÷£õÚõß GßÖ® 

APµzøuU öPõsk •iQÓx

¤›{ø»

	 ¤›{ø» Gß£x JßÔ¼¸¢x 

JßøÓ¨ ¤›zxUPõmkuÀ GßÖ 

ö£õ¸Ò. AÁ¸Ò CÁ÷Ú PÒÁß 

Gß£vÀ £»º A©¸® AÀ»x C¸US® 

ChzvÀ CÁ÷Ú PÒÁß GßÖ AÁøÚ 

©mk® uÛ÷¯ ¤›zx PõmkQÓx.

	 \õzu÷Ú Á¢uõß & Gß£vÀ £»¸® 

Á¢v¸¨£õºPÒ ÷£õ» AvÀ SÔ¨£õPa 

\õzu÷Ú Á¢uõß GßÖ AÁøÚ ©mk® 

uÛ÷¯ ¤›zxU PõmkQÓx.

ÂÚõ

	 ÂÚõ Gß£x ÷PÒÂ ÷Pm£x 

GßÖ ö£õ¸Ò. }÷¯ öPõshõ# 

GßÖ TÖªhzx } Gß£øu ©mk® 

HPõµ® Cøn¢x ÂÚõ¨ ö£õ¸øÍ 

öPõkUQÓx. }÷¯ GßÖ ©õÔ }÷¯ 

öPõshõ# GßÓõÚx.
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Gs 

	 Gs Gß£x J¸ø©, £ßø© GßÖ 

ö£õ¸Ò. {»÷© }÷µ w÷¯ ÁÎ÷¯ 

Gß£vÀ HPõµ® {»®, }º, w, ÁÎ GßÖ 

|õßS ö£õ¸ÒPøÍU SÔUQÓx.

Gvº©øÓ

	 Gvº©øÓ Gß£x Gvºö£õ¸øÍz 

u¸Áx. ¯õ÷Ú öPõs÷hß Gß£vÀ 

¯õß öPõsi¸UPÂÀø» GßÓ Gvº 

©øÓ ö£õ¸øÍU öPõkUQÓx. ¯õß 

Ehß HPõµ® CønÁuõÀ ¯õß Gß£øu 

AÊzu® öPõkzx ¯õß öPõsk 

C¸UPÂÀø» GßÖ EøµUQßÓx.

DØÓø\

	 DØÓø\ Gß£x ö\õÀ¼ß DØÔÀ Á¢x 

Aø\ {µ¨¦® Gß£uõS®. GßÖ® Hzvz 

öuõÊöÁõ® ¯õ÷© & Gß£vÀ ¯õ÷© 

GßÖ ÁõUQ¯zvß CÖva ö\õÀ¼À 

HPõµ® Cøn¢x Aø\ {øÓÂUQßÓx. 

Cø\{øÓ 

	 Cø\{øÓ Gß£x ÁõUQ¯zvØS 

Cø\ ÷\ºUS® AÀ»x ö£õ¸Ò {µ¨¦® 

ö\õÀ BS®.  HG CLöuõzuß Gß£vÀ 

H Gß£x G CLöuõzuß Gß£uØS  

Cø\ø¯ {øÓÂUS® ö£õ¸mk EÒÍx. 

E›aö\õÀ»õP HPõµ®

	 öuõÀPõ¨¤¯º H & GßÝ®  

GÊzvØS ö£ØÖ (ö£¸UP®) GßÝ® 

ö£õ¸ÒPøÍU öPõkzxøµUQßÓõº. 

ö£ØÖ & ö£¸UP®. “HPÀ»kUP®”. 

“J÷µG ©øÇ”, “J÷µG PÀ»kUP®” 

Gß£øu •ß¦ “H” GÚz uÛzxU 

TÔ°¸¨£º ÷£õ¾®. (ö£ØÖ & ö£ØÓ 

ö£¸©õÒ & ö£zu ö£¸©õÒ & ö£›¯ 

ö£¸©õÒ. öu¾[QÀ ÁÇ[S®  

ö\õÀ) & GßÖ uªÇsnÀ CuØS 

EøµU PõsQÓõº.

©À»À ÁÍ÷Ú; H ö£ØÓõS®  	 	

	 & (öuõÀ. ö\õÀ. E›a. 788)

	 HPõµ® Gß£x |ØÔøn°À H 

PÀ»kUP® GßÖ ö£ØÖuÀ GßÝ® 

ö£õ¸Î¾®, CUPõ»zvÀ £ØÖuÀ 

GßÝ® ö£õ¸Î¾® Á¸QßÓx.

	 HPõµ©Úx E›aö\õÀ¼À ÷\Úõ 

Áøµ¯õº Põ»zvÀ ö£ØÖ& ö£¸UP® 

GßÖ ö£õ¸Ò£mhx GßÖ TÖQÓõº. 

	 H GßÝ® SÔ¨¦›aö\õÀ “ö£ØÖ” 

GßÝ® ö£õ¸mhõ# Á¸®. (ö£ØÖ 

& ö\ÀÁ® & £õUQ¯® GßÝ® 

ö£õ¸Íx) ö£ØÖ Gß£uÚi¯õP¨ 

¤Ó¢u÷u “ö£ØÓ®” (Bß) Gß£uõS®.  

ö£ØÖ Gß£uØS¨ ö£¸UP® GÚ¨ 

ö£õ¸Ò TÖÁõº ÷\ÚõÁøµ¯õº. Ax 

ö£õ¸¢x©õÔÀø» GßÖ £õÁ»÷µÖ 

£õ»_¢uµÚõº. HPÀ »kUP® (|Ø&116) 

Gß£vÀ Cx ö£¯µøh¯õP Á¢x 

E›aö\õÀ»õ°ØÖ GßQÓõº

	 CUPõ»zvÀ £ØÖuÀ GßÓõÚx. 

uØ÷£õöuÀ»õ® £¯ß£õmiÀ Th 

CÀø» GÚ»õ®. HPõµzøu J¸Áøµ 

ö£¯›mk AøÇ¨£øuU Põmi¾® H 

C[÷P Áõ & GßÖ J¸ø© (uõÌÁõP |h¢x-

ÁuØS)°À EøµUQßÓõº. uõÌÁõP 

AÀ»x CÈÄ H £¯ß£kzu£kÁøuU 

Põn»õ®. ]» \©¯[PÎÀ ÷Põ£zvß 

öÁÎ¨£hõP H&÷¯õk “#” ÷\º¢x H# 

GßÖ Eøµ¨£øuU Põn»õ®.

B]›¯¨£õÂÀ HPõµ®

	 HPõµ® ÂÚõ, JöµõÊzx J¸ö©õÈ, 

Cøhaö\õÀ, E›aö\õÀ ©mk©À»õ©À 

B]›¯¨£õÂß CÖv ^µõPÄ® 

HPõµ® £°ßÖ Á¸Áøu öPõs÷h 

Ax B]›¯¨£õ GßÝ® Aøh¯õÍ® 

Põs£uØS EuÄQßÓx.

{øÓÁõP

	 ]Ó¨¦ GßÚöÁÛÀ öuõÀPõ¨¤¯º 

_mku¼ß£i H&GßÝ® ö|iÀ 



http://www.shanlaxjournals.com 34

Œõß»õUì 
£ßÚõmkz uªÈ¯À B#ÂuÌ

£UP®

GÊzx ÂÚõ GÊzuõPÄ®, Cøha 

ö\õÀ»õPÄ®, E›aö\õÀ»õPÄ® ©ØÖ® 

KöµÊzx J¸ ö©õÈ¯õPÄ®, 

B]›¨£õÂß CÖv ^µõPÄ® EÒÍx. 

÷©¾® uØPõ»zvÀ £¯ß£k® ö\õØPøÍ 

|õ® B#¢x £õºz÷uõ©õÚõÀ HPõµzvØS 

AvP©õP |õ® AÊzu® öPõkz÷u 
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