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Abstract 
The aloevera plant (Kattralai in Tamil) is a symbol for many things: nature’s resilience 
and patience, women’s mental fortitude, and their ability to overcome social challenges. 
The psychological struggles of the female characters in the novel are explained 
through this symbolism, as is their stance in overcoming social opposition. The life 
of Manimekalai, born into a village environment of inequality, doubt, and suffering, 
is likened to a cactus that adapts to different environments. The story symbolically 
portrays women’s lives, their mental strength, and the difficulties they face due to 
societal restrictions. To achieve a life where “everything is for everyone”, women face 
many struggles. In line with this idea, the novel Kattralai by Tamilselvi, introduces a 
new world for women and a communal lifestyle where all possessions are shared. The 
novel describes a new social system that strives for a life of Sisterhood, free from caste 
and religious discrimination.
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	 ‘PØÓõøÇ’ |õÁ¼ß •ußø© 

Puõ£õzvµ©õÚ ©o÷©Pø», ]ÖÁ¯x 

•u÷» £i¨¤ß «x ªS¢u BºÁ® 

öPõshÁÍõP C¸UQÓõÒ. BÚõÀ 

AÁÐøh¯ u¢øu \s•P® \õµõ¯U 

Pøh°À ©ØÓÁºPÒ ÷£aø\U ÷Pmk 

uß ©PÎß£ i¨ø£ £õv°÷»÷¯ 

{ÖzvÂkQÓõß. ÷ÁÖÁÈ°À»õ©À 

©o÷©Pø» ©õmkUS ¦À AÖUP  

ö\ÀÁx, \õn® AÒÐÁx, µõmi  

umkÁx ÷£õßÓ GÀ»õÃmk ÷Áø»PøÍ²® 

ö\#QÓõÒ. Ax©mkªßÔ, AÁÎß 

u¢øu AÁÐUS ø\UQÒ Pøh øÁzx 

u¸QÓõº öPõkzuøu,

	 “PõØÓizxU öPõk¨£÷uõk, £g\º 

JmhÄ®, ÃÀö£sm GkUPÄ®, 

h¯ºm³¨ ©õØÓÄ® ©o÷©Pø»US 

\s•P÷© PØÖU öPõkUQÓõß” 

(PØÓõøÇ, £U.29,30)

	 GßÝ® |õÁÀ Á› _mkQÓx. Cuß 

‰»® ©o÷©Pø»ø¯ £iUP øÁUP 

\s•PzvØS Â¸¨£® CÀø» Gß£x 

öuÎÁõQÓx. C¢{ø»°À, ©o÷©Pø»°ß 

u¢øu \õµõ¯U Pøh°À Si ÷£õøu°À 

øÁzx AÁÐUS \®£¢u® ÷£] 

•iUQÓõº. Si÷£õøu°À öPõkzu uß 

ÁõUøPU Põ¨£õØÓ ÷Ásk® 

Gß£uØPõPz uß ©PÎß Â¸¨£ªßÔ, 

^mhõmh®, Si¨£ÇUP® GÚ GÀ»õU 



http://www.shanlaxjournals.com 125£UP®

Shanlax

International Journal of Tamil Research

öPmh¨ £ÇUP[PøÍ²® Eøh¯  

ö\ÀÁµõ_US PmiøÁUQÓõº. v¸©nzvØS 

¤ÓS® CÁÚx w¯¨ £ÇUP[PÒ 

öuõhºQßÓÚ. CzuøP¯ ö£õ¸¢uõ 

©nzvÚõÀ ©o÷©Pø»÷¯õ CÖv 

Áøµ²® {®©v°À»õ©À ÁõÊ® 

{ø»USz uÒÍ¨£kQÓõÒ. C¸¨¤Ý®, 

©o÷©Pø» GÀ»õz uøhPøÍ²® 

uPºzöuÔ¢xÂmk •ß÷ÚÖQÓõÒ. 

÷©¾®, uß £i¨¦ uõß £õv°÷»÷¯ 

{ßÖ £õÇõQÂmhx. Uß u[øP°ß 

£i¨¦ AÆÁõÖ {ßÖÂhU Thõx 

Gß£uØPõP u¢øuø¯ \®©vUP øÁzx 

S¸S»zvÀ ÷\ºzx £iUP øÁUP 

•¯Ø]PÒ ö\#uøu,

	 ©o÷©Pø»US {®©v¯õ°¸¢ux. 

Uõß Eh®¦ •i¯õ©À Á¢v¸¢u C¢u 

C¸£x C¸£zøu¢x |õmPÐUSÒ 

C¨£iö¯õ¸ |À»Põ›¯zøu |hUP 

øÁzxÂm÷hõ÷© GßÖ {øÚzx uß 

«÷u ö£¸ø©¨£mkU öPõshõÒ” 
(PØÓõøÇ, £U.171) GßÓ |õÁÀ Á›PÒ 

ÁÈ¯õP AÔ¯»õ®.

	 CÀ»Ó ÁõÌÂÀ £» CßÚÀPÐUS 

BÍõQ¯ ©o÷©Pø» J¸ PmhzvÀ 

GÀ»õ® öÁÖzx, Áõi¯U Põmi¼¸¢x 

v¸¨§¸US uß©PÐhß Siö£¯ºQÓõÒ. 

A[SÒÍ £Û¯ß P®ö£Û°À 

©o÷©Pø»²® AÁÍx ©PÐ® ÷Áø»U 

S÷\ºQßÓÚº. v¸¨§º ö£¸|P›÷» 

ußøÚ¨ ÷£õßÖ øPÂh¨ £mh¨ 

ö£sP÷Íõk Cøn¢x J¸ ¦v¯P® 

³øÚ (Aø©¨¦) E¸ÁõUQ, \õv, ©u¨ 

£õS£õißÔ, \÷Põu›zxÁ Enº÷Áõk 

ÁõÇ •Ø£kQßÓÚº Gß£øu PØÓõøÇ 

|õÁÀ _miU PõmkQÓx. GzuøP¯ 

`Ç¼À ÁõÌ¢uõ¾®, ©Ú® uÍµõ©À 

EÖv÷¯õk®, ußÚ®¤UøP÷¯õk® 

•ß÷ÚÖ® ©o÷©Pø», ÁÓsh 

{»zv¾® ÁõÊ® PØÓõøÇ ÷£õ» 

Põn¨£kÁøu B]›¯º C¢|õÁÀ 

‰»® ö£õ¸zvU PõmkQÓõº.

|õÁ¼ß ö©õÈ |øh

	 J¸ £øh¨£õÍß uß £øh¨¦ öÁØÔ 

ö£ÓUøP¯õÐ® •¯Ø]PÒ uõß  

EzvPÍõQßÓÚ. C»UQ¯¨ £øh¨£õÍº 

JÆöÁõ¸Á¸US® JÆöÁõ¸ ÁøP¯õÚ 

|øh Aø©QÓx. |õÁ¼ß ö©õÈ|øh 

GßÓõÀ B]›¯º uÚx |õÁ¼À 

E£÷¯õP¨£kzuU Ti¯ GÊzx ©ØÖ® 

÷£a_ |øhø¯U SÔUP»õ®. ÷£\ 

GkzxU öPõsh P¸zx G¢u AÍÂØS 

•UQ¯zxÁ® Áõ#¢u÷uõ A¢u AÍÂØS 

ö©õÈ²® CßÔ¯ø©¯õu JßÓõS®. 

Cx£iUS® Áõ\PÝUS GÎvÀ ¦›²® 

£i Aø©¯ ÷Ásk®. A¢u ÁøP°À, 

_.uªÌaö\ÀÂ u® ö\õ¢u ©soß  

Ámhõµ ÁÇUS ö©õÈ°À Pøu ©õ¢uºPÎß 

¯uõºzu {ø»ø¯ Eøµ¯õhÀPÎß 

‰»® ÷£a_ |øhUS¨ ö£õ¸zu©õP 

Aø©zv¸UQÓõº. PøuU PÍ® ©ØÖ® 

öuõÈÀ Ai¨£øh°À ©UPÎß 

¯uõºzu ÷£a_PÒ •ÊÁx® PøuUS® 

P¸zxUS® ÷©¾® Á¼ø© ÷\ºUQßÓÚ.

	 ‘PØÓõøÇ’ |õÁ¼À Pøuz öuõhUPzvß 

÷£õx ©o÷©Pø»÷¯õk ©ØÓ ]ÖÁºPÐ® 

©õk÷©#UPa ö\ßÓÚº. A¨÷£õx 

Áõ#UPõ¼À ÷\ØøÓU SÇ¨¤ Ãk Pmi  

ÂøÍ¯õiU öPõsi¸¢uÚº. AUPõm]ø¯a 

]ÖÁºPÎß ÂøÍ¯õmk¨ £õhø»U  

öPõsk AÁºPÐU÷PØÓ ÷£a_ ö©õÈ°À 

B]›¯º TÖQßÓõº. ÂøÍ¯õmk 

•i¢uÄhß ÃmkUSz v¸®¦® 

`Ç¼À,

“a`a`, Áõ[P GÀ÷»õ¸® ÷£õÁ®”

(PØÓõøÇ, £U.88)

GßÖ GÀ÷»õøµ²® T¨¤kÁøu¨ 

÷£õÀ £õ\õ[S ö\#x AøÇzuøu²® 

B]›¯º u® |õÁ¼À GkzxøµUQßÓõº. 

CÆÁõÖP. uªÌa ö\ÀÂ |õÁÀPÎÀ 

÷£a_ö©õÈ Ch®ö£ØÖÒÍøu AÔ¯ 

•iQÓx.
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	 Ámhõµ C»UQ¯® £øhUS® 

£øh¨£õÎUS AÆÁmhõµ ö©õÈø¯U 

øP¯õsk u©x £øh¨¦PøÍz u¸Áx 

Gß£x £øh¨¤ß Ai¨£øhU TÖPÎÀ 

JßÓõP÷Á Aø©¢x ÂkQÓx. J¸ 

SÔ¨¤mh Ámhõµ ©UPøÍ, ©ØÓ 

Ámhõµ[PÎÀ ÁõÊ® ©UPÎßÖ® 

÷ÁÖ£kzvU PõmkÁx AÁºPÍx ÷£a_ 

ö©õÈ¯õS®. AÁºPÒ ÷£_Áøu GÊu 

÷Ásk® GßÓ EnºÂÛßÖ ÷uõßÔ¯x 

Ámhõµ C»UQ¯® GÚ»õ®. CuøÚ÷¯,

“¯uõºzu Áõu® ]ÓUP ÷Ásk® 

Gß£uØPõP÷Á CÆÁõÖ £¯ß£kzu¨£kQÓx” 

(uªÈÀ Ámhõµ C»UQ¯® J¸ ö£õx¨ 

£õºøÁ, £U.527) GßQÓõº v. •¸Pß.

	 ‘PØÓõøÇ’ |õÁ¼À ©o÷©Pø»²® 

AÁÍx u[øP ÁÍº©v²® ÷©»zöu¸ 

A®©õa] vh¾US ÂÓS ö£õÖUP¨ 

÷£õÚõºPÒ. A¨÷£õx C¸Á¸÷© ÷£]U 

öPõsi¸UøP°À, ö£õÓ¢x Põmk» 

©µzxUS RÍö|Ó¯õ•ÒÐöPhUS® 

C¸mkUSÒÍ •ÒÍ £õzuõ Põ¾ 

Á#UP •i²®? ö£õÓõ¢x ö£õÖUQ¯õÓ 

•ÒöÍÀ»õ® Dmi Dmi¯õmh® 

C¸US® |ÖUSßÝ HÔk®” (PØÓõøÇ, 

£U.152) GßÖ ÂÓS ö£õÖUSÁuØPõÚ 

Chzøuz ÷uºÄ ö\#uõºPÒ.

	 _.uªÌa ö\ÀÂ°ß £øh¨¦PÒ 

AøÚzx® J÷µ Ámhõµ ö©õÈ°À 

©UPÎß Guõºzu ÷£a_ |øhø¯U 

öPõsk PiÚªÀ»õ©À £i¨£ÁºUS 

GÎø©¯õP¨ ¦›²® ÁøP°À Aø©¢x-

ÒÍÚ. JÆöÁõ¸ ©ÛuÝ® ÁõÌÂÀ 

Gvº÷|õUS® {ø»PøÍ öÁÆ÷ÁÖ 

`ÇÀPÍ[PÎÀ Eøµ¯õhÀPÒ ‰»©õP 

Pøu¨ ¤ß¦»zøu¨ ÷£a_|øh¯õPÄ®, 

C¯À£õPÄ® £øhzv¸UQßÓõº. B]›¯º 

‘PØÓõøÇ’ |õÁ¼À ©o÷©Pø» 

Á¯ÀPõmiØS¨ ¦À»ÖUP¨ ÷£õQÓõÒ. 

Pèh¨£mk AvP©õÚ ¦Àø» AÖzxU 

Tøh°À AÒÐQÓõÒ. AvÀ ¦À÷»õk 

£õ®ø£²® ÷\ºzx AÒÐQÓõÒ. 

Tøhø¯z yUQU öPõsk Á¸® ÷£õx 

£õ®¦ AÁÎß •ß ÂÊ¢x AÁøÍz 

xµzxQÓx. ÷\ØÔÀ ¦øu¢x QhUS® 

P¸øÁ •mPÐ® |zøu KkPÐ® 

AÁÐøh¯ PõÀPÎµsi¾® SzvU 

QÈUQßÓÚ.

	 “AÁÒ PõÀPÎ¼¸¢x ö£¸S® µzu® 

÷\Ø÷Óõk® usp÷µõk® P»¢x u›_ 

•ÊÁx® ]Á¨£õQÓx. ÁÍº¢x {ØS® 

ÁUPõ¨¦ØPÐ® AÖzu AizuumøhPÐ® 

A¢u Cµzuz uspøµ EÔg] µzua  

] Á¨£õQßÓÚ” (PØÓõøÇ, £U.45)

	 C¯ØøP÷¯õk Pøu©õ¢uøµ²® 

Cønzu AÁÒ ÷\õPzvß {ø»ø¯¨ 

£i¨£ÁºPÎß ©ÚzvÀ GÎ¯ |øh 

Ezvø¯U öPõsk £vÄ ö\#QÓõº. 

|õÁ»õ]›¯º Cx ÷£õßÖ |õÁÀ 

•ÊÁx® Ámhõµ ÁÇUPõÚx 

£µÂUQh¨£øu²® Põn»õ®.

•iÄøµ

	 ö£sPÒ PiÚ©õÚ ÁõÌUøP 

•øÓPÎ¾® ÁõÇU Ti¯ÁºPÒ Gß£uØS 

PØÓõøÇ E¸ÁP©õPU Põmh¨£mkÒÍx. 

CzuøP¯¨ ö£sPÒ GzuøP¯ vÓø© 

Áõ#¢uÁºPÍõP C¸¢uõ¾®, AÔ¢uÁºPÍõP 

C¸¢uõ¾® AÁºPÒ Bs\‰PzuõÀ 

JkUP¨£kQßÓÚº Gß£x _.uªÌa  

ö\ÀÂ°ß P¸zuõS®. ÁÓsh 

{»zvøÚ ö£sPÎß ÁõÌUøP÷¯õk®, 

A¢{»zvÀ ÁõÊ® PØÓõøÇ ö\i°øÚ 

ö£s÷nõk®, xß£{ø»¯õÚx ©õØÓ® 

AøhÁuØPõÚ |®¤UøPø¯ ©øÇ÷¯õk® 

J¨¦ø©¨£kzv TÓ¨£mkÒÍuõÀ 

C¢|õÁ¼øÚ SÔ±mk |õÁ»õP 

öPõÒÍ»õ®. ö£s ¤Ó¢ux •uÀ 

PÀÂ ©ÖUP¨£mhø©, CÀ»ÓÁõÌÂÀ 

HØ£mh x¯µ[PÒ GÚ ¯õÄ® 

öÁi¨¦ØÖ ÁÓsk Qh¢u {»zøu 

÷£õßÓ PiÚ©õÚ `Ì{ø»PÍõP÷Á 
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P¸u¨£kQÓx. AzuøP¯ {ø»°¾® 

ÁõÊ® PØÓõøÇø¯ ÷£õÀ ö£sPÐ® 

uß ÁõÌUøP £¯nzvÀ •ß÷ÚØÓ® 

AøhQßÓÚº Gß£uøÚ PØÓõøÇ 

|õÁÀ ÁÈ B]›¯º Á¼²ÖzxQÓõº. 

C¢u|õÁ¼À PnÁÚõÀ øPÂh¨£mh 

ö£sPÐ®, £» öPõkø©PÐUS EÒÍõÚ 

ö£sPÐ® ÷\º¢x ¦v¯ Aø©¨¤øÚ 

E¸ÁõUQ ¤Ó¸US ÁÈPõmi¯õP 

Aø©¢x, ö£sPÒ \‰PzvØS •ß  

Euõµn©õP C¸¨£øu²® B]›¯º  

_miUPõmi°¸UQÓõº.
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